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HE following sheets contain a substantially accurate report of this 
unparalleled criminal trial. It is necessary^ however^ to bespeak 
indulgence for several trivial inaccuracies which have crept into the 
early portion of the impression, owing to the rapidity of its progress 
through the press~-the whole being tlirown off within an hour after 
the verdict of the Jury was returned. 



Page 7» for J. Handyside read l|obert Handyside. 
... 7, for Daniel Fisher read Charles Fisher. 

... 33^ line 12, far "newchairixian'of the cotton-spinneri*' read " chair- 
man of the Trades' Committee." 
... 39, last line, /or Miller V^arf Mellon. 
... 41, top line, /or Leish read Nish. 
... 43, line 27, 28, and 34, /or Kiilocher read Callaghan, 
... 44, ... 1 3 and 17, for Raflferty read Lafferty. 
...45, ... 38 and 39, /or KtUocher rdfiki^ Callaghan. 
...46, ... 20, /or M'CafferrearfM'Caffle. 
...48, ... lOand l4,/(wM'CaffemrarfM'Caffla. 
...59, ... 39, /or Givan r^ae/ Divan. 
... 64, ... 7 9 for M*Kinnovan read Mike Cannovan. 
... 64, ... 26, /or Moir read M&iWon . 
... 84, last line, /or Carmigan or Calligan read Callaghan or Gallaghan. 



J 

f'ROM THE STEAM-ViiESS OF PEXEB BBOWK^ PRmTEB^ EDINBURGH. \ 
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INTRODUCTION. 



On the night of Saturday, the 22d July 1837, John Smith, operative 
cotton-spinner, Glasgow, while walking from the market, along Clyde 
Street, homewards, in the company of his wife, received a wound^ from 
a pistol-shot, under his right shoulder, of which he died on the S5th. 
There was at this time a strike of the cotton-spinners of Glasgow and 
neighbourhood, in consequence of a resolution of their employers to 
reduce the rate of wages ; and, as violence to both person and property, 
of various kinds, and directed against those inimical to the operatives 
who had struck work, had recently been conmiitted^ suspicion fell upon 
their leaders as the centrivers of the assassination. 

In consequence of information received upon these matters, Sheriff 
Alison, with Mr Salmond, Procurator.Fiscal of the county, and a 
party of police, repaired, on Saturday, 29th July last, to an apartment 
of a spirit-shop, in Blackboy Close, Gallowgate, Glasgow, where they 
discovered and apprehended seventeen cotton-spinners, who were met 
there on the business of those who had struck work. Of these, Thomas 
HuNTEA, Peter Hacket, Richard M'Niel, and James Gibb, were 
kept for trial ; but, after some detention for investigation, the others 
were liberated on baiL William M'Lean was apprehended the fol* 
lowing week. 

This proceeding, on the part of the Judge-Ordinary, was denounced 
by-all the operatives as arbitrary and tyrannical ; and detailed reports 
of meetings on the subject, held in all quarters, were widely circulated^ 
calling upon all to aid the oppressed, and to obtain redress against 
the course pursued by the officials. Complaints were also made 
against the conduct of the keepers of Jail, (Bridewell ;) and notices 
on the subject on both sides were published. Considerable sums were 
contributed by the operatives, in the manufacturing towns of England 
and Scotland, to obtain the assistance of the first counsel at the 
Scottish bar, and otherwise defray the expense of the defence of those 
five men ; and they purposed to force on their trial by a process,, 
directed against the Fiscal, as the public prosecutor, which is called 
'' running their letters ;" but, as the Fiscal is not a competent prose- 
cutor for crimes charged in the Informations, or applications upon 
which the warrants of imprisonments followed, fresh Letters were 
directed, in November, against the Lord Advocate. 

INDICTMENT seroed 9Sd October 1837. 
Accordingly, in October, copies of an indictment^ at the initanee ei 
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the Lord Adyocate for the public interest^ were served on Thomas 
Hunter^ from Cogan's Land^ Main Street^ of Bridgetown ; Pster 
Hacket^ Dyke's Land^ George Street^ of Mile-end of Calton ; Richard 
M'NiEL^ Spring Place^ Hutchisontown ; James Gibb^ Craig's Court> 
Canning Street^ of Calton ; and William M'Lean^ King Street — all 
of Glasgow^ cotton-spin^ert^ fin4 t^k^^ pfisoners i|i Bridewell of Glas- 
gow, The indictment set forth^ as the major proportion, " That 
albeit^ by the laws of this and of every other well-governed realm^ 
illegal conspiracy of workmen^ forcibly and illegally to raise or keep 
up wages^ or the price of labour^ by means of the writing and sending 
threatening letters to masters or their managers^ and of the wilfully 
setting fire to, or attempting to set fire to^ the dwelling-houses^ mills^ 
or warehouses of owners^ masters^ ot their managers^ and of the for- 
cibly invading of the dwelling-houses of workmen^ and of assaulting 
and murdering workmen^ or by means of the perpetration of one or 
more of these unlawful aots^ with the illegal and felonious intent and 
purpose of deterring and intimidating them respectively from giving 
or taking employment at the rate or on the terms which they please^ 
and of forcing them to do so on the terms and at the rate prescribed 
by the members of such illegal conspiracy; and when such threatening 
letters are written and sent to such masters or their managers^ and 
fire is so set> or attempted to be set to^ dwelling-houses, mills^ or ware- 
houses of owners^ masters., or their managers^ and the dwelling-houses 
of workmen are invaded^ and themselves assaulted and murdered^ or 
one or more of these unlawM acts are perpetrated in pursuance of 
the said object and purpose of such illegal censpiraey ; as aho murder^ 
more particularly^ the wickedly^ maliciously^ and feloniously assassi- 
nating a workman^ with the wicked and felonious intent thereby of. 
deterring other workmen from continuing in^ or taking employment at^ 
such rate of wages or on such terms as they may choose — are crimes of 
an heinous nature^ and severely punishable : — Yet true it is and of 
-verity^ that you^ the said Thomas HunteBj Peter Haokbt^ Richard 
M'NiBL^ James Gibb^ and William M'Lean> are^ all and each^ or 
one or more of you^ guilty of the said crime of conspiracy^ as above 
libelled ; or otherwise^ of the said crime of murder^ actors or actor^ or 
art and part.** 

This Indictment occupied twenty^sin quarto pages. Its substaHce> 
however^ is^ that several years ago an Association of operative cotton* 
•pinners was formed at Glasgow^ for the purpose of raising or keeping 
«p wages : That the members came under a secret oath, to support the 
resolutions^ orders^ or directions^ and to execute every task or 
injunction of the majority^ and not to divulge the oath : That great 
numbers^ composing almost the whole cotton-spinners in Glasgow 
and adjoining ^stricts, had joined : That the Association had resolved, 
at various times, that its members, or certain of them working at 
eertain mills, should strike work, on account of disputes with the 
masters ; and that, on these occasions, the Assooiation illegally and 
feloniously conspired, confederated, and agreed together, for the pur- 
pose of forcibly BJnd iUegally rairing or keeping up their wa^es, or 

ifewUnfip VA %% Awutfu by \iwif im%mMi\9»9 f»ofefW*f0»;i a^d 
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thrwti, to operdtivai workiog^ or willing to workj upon dtferent 
teims from those stipulated by the Association^ and also to pfrpett^aU 
acti of fiMime9 against the persons or property of fueli operatives : 
That^ in furtheraniit of this oonspiraey^ a Gua99 Comxittiii was ap* 
pointed^ as oeoasion required, to w^tch the 60tton*>miU«, and^ by m($ano 
of terror and alftnn> oansed by suoh demonstrations of foroo^ and hj 
molestation and threats of violence^ and by actual aspanltf committed 
by the Guards, to prevent operatives from working there ; and that 
the Association paid this Guard, and rewarded the perpetrators of 
those assaults: That, in oases where the Guards had been appre- 
hended and committed for trial on suoh charges, the Assoqiatiok, in 
order to frustrate the ends of Juetice, and tbat those Gvahos might) 
efude trial and punishment by absconding, procured law agente and 
others, to beoome cautioners in the bi»il bonds that the Guardi 
would appear at trial, and impressed the amount of the bail bonds 
in the hands of the oautibners, to meet the forfeiture t That the 
Association had directed threatening letters to be addressed to masten 
and managers ; and mills, warehouses, dwelling-bouses, to be set Jir§ 
to ; the dwelling-'houeee of workmoD to be invaded, and themselves to 
be aeeauUed and muriwedF^eM in order that, by the terror and alarm 
thereby created, the maeters and managers might be compelled to 
submit to the demands of the members of the Association : That, to 
manage these things, the Association occasionally appointed, by bal« 
lot or lot, or other secret x(i{i(iQ, a ^^ SfsoiudT Sulkct CpmaTTBE," whose 
names were kept secret from the ordmarj^ members of the Association; 
but the ordinary members knew that the functions of this C<Hnmitteo 
were to enforce and obtain the object of the strike, by organizing and 
preparing the means, making choice of, and engaging, ^nd hiring, or 
rewarding the persons so to be employed, for the fiHnge^ writings, 
inmsions, assaults, and murders, &c. : That various suoh acts had 
been, on occasions of strikes, so planned, committed^ and rewarded; 
and the committee were not bpund to explain the special application 
of monies paid therefor ; and did not : That the Association, by its 
Committee, or governing body, resolved on and mado one Gs^tbbal 
Strike of work, from and after 6th April last, in consequence of a 
reduction of wages resolved on by their employers ; and the opera- 
tives refused to submit to any reduction : That the Association or 
Committee of Directors, met in apartments in the house of William 
Johnson, publican, Blaekhoy Cloee, Gallowgate, and appointed a Gi7AIU> 
Coicmitti;b, to watch the mills at meal hours, and at their opening in 
the morning and closing at night, for the purpose already described : 
That the prisoners had been members of the Association (or yeanK-iftt 
least, were so from January last till they were apprehended, and had 
been, during April, May, June, and July— * 

Thomas Hunteh, President or Chairman qf the Aseoeiati^, or 
Committee, or Court of XHreetors^ 

Peter Uackmt, Treaeurer and Member of Committee or Court of 
J^reotors, and of Supphf Committee^ 

KioHARn M'NivL, Secretary, and ditto* 
. Jsum GiBB, Aseistmt Secretarp, and ditto* 

a9 
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William M'Lejik^ Member of the Guard Committee ^ and had acted 
09 a Guard, 

That the strike continued daring May and Jnne^ when legal pro- 
eeedingg were taken to check and put down the system of intimidation^ 
&c. ; and that several operatives yielded^ and became willing to work 
upon the masters' terms ; and the funds of the Association became 
exhausted^ or nearly so. 

The indictment then detailed eight criminal acts, introduced with 
the allegation-^- 

That the prisoners^ being parties to the strike, and cognizant oi, 
and concurring^ and participating in these proceedings^ and resolved 
to maintain these and the like^ in defiance of law^ and being members 
of the governing body of the Association^ or otherwise taking an 
active and a leading part in the business^ did^ with others^ unknown—- 

let, About 14th June 1837^ hold a meeting of the Association^ in 
Blackboy Close^ at which the illegal proceedings were resolved on, as 
have been detailed ; and the prisoners attended and concurred in the 
motion for the appointment of a " secret select committee," and were 
elected ; and^ thereupon^ acted as members in the prosecution of these 
illegal proceedings, hiring^ directing^ engaging^ instigating^ and reward- 
ing from the funds the actual perpetrators^ and being themselves so. 

^, They^ on 15th June last^ hired persons to assault^ and assaulted^ 
David Gray^ and also Edward Kean^ cotton-spinners. 

Sd and 4^th, They caused two letters^ in June^ to be sent to Alex* 
ander Arthur^ a mill-manager^ threatening his life ; and the threaten- 
ing passages were quoted. 

Sth, The same to John Bryson^ in July^ threatening his life^ and 
that of his son. 

6th, They hired men> in June> for the purpose^ who, at midnight, 
invaded the residence of Thomas Donaghy, a spinner, and made him 
swear not to work ; and those men having been apprehended, and li- 
berated on bail for trials the Secret Select Committee paid the penalty, 
and thereby, and otherwise, aided their escape from justice. 

7th, They hired men, in July, to bum the house of James Wood, of 
F. Wood & Co., manufacturers ; and those men attempted it. 

Sth, They hired the prisoner M'Lean, in July, to assassinate Smith, 
which he did by a pistol shot. 

The Indictment farther set forth one general alternative charge, 
embracing the whole, in the following words — " Or, otherwise, you, the 
said Thomas Hunter, Peter Racket, Richard M*Niel, James Gibb, and 
William M'Lean, being all and each of you operative cotton-spinners, 
employed in cotton-mills in or near Glasgow, and members of an Asso- 
ciation called ^ The Association of Operative Cotton Spinners of Glas- 
gow and Neighbourhood,' or bearing some similar designation ; and 
the said Association having, on or about the Sth day of April last, in 
consequence of a difference or dispute between the owners, masters, 
or managers of the cotton-mills in and about the city of Glasgow, and 
the operative cotton-spinners employed by them, with respect to the 
wages to be paid to said operatives, ordered or directed the whole 
members of the said Association employed in said mills to strike work^ 
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on or about that day^ for the purpose^ and with the intent^ of compel, 
ling the said owners^ masters^ or managers^ to pay the rate of wages 
demanded by the members of the said Association ; and the said strike 
havings accordingly taken place^ and continuing during the said month 
of Aprils and the months of May^ June^ and July last^ and the said 
Association having appointed various committees of the members of 
their body, called by the names of ' The Guard Committee/ ' The 
Nob Committee,' ' The Secret Select Committee/ or ' Secret Com- 
mittee,' or by other names to the prosecutor unknown, for the wicked, 
illegal, and felonious purpose of intimidating, by menaces, and threat? 
of personal violence, and by assaults, and by forcible invasion of their 
dwelling-places, any operative cotton-spinners, willing and desirous to 
work at the rate of wages or on the terms offered by the said owners^ 
masters, or managers, from continuing to work, or from engaging to 
take work, or working in the said cotton-mills, in place of the members 
of said Association who had so struck work, and for the purpose also 
of intimidating the owners, masters, or managers of said cotton mills^ 
by sending to them letters containing threats of personal violence and 
of- death, and by wilfully setting fire to, or attempting to set fire to 
the said cotton mills, or warehouses, or dwelling-houses, belonging to 
or occupied by them, from engaging or keeping in their service^ 
operative cotton-spinners, or persons of other callings, willing to take 
work in their mills, in place of those who had struck work as afore- 
said ; and, accordingly, during the continuance of the said strike, 
menaces, and threats of personal violence having been used towards, 
and assaults having been committed upon, the persons of said opera- 
tives, working, or willing to work on the terms offered by the said 
masters, and their dwelling-houses having been also forcibly invaded ; 
and threatening letters having been written and sent, containing 
threats of personal violence and of death to the owners, or masters, 
or managers of said cotton-mills, and attempts having been made wil- 
fully to set fire to their said cotton-mills, warehouses, and dwelling- 
houses ; all which acts were done by the members of the said Associa- 
tion, or by or under the direction of the said committees appointed as 
aforesaid^ and that for the purposes aforesaid : And you, the said 
Thomas Hunter, Peter Hacket, Richard M'Niel, James Gibb, and 
William M'Lean, being all and each, or one or more of you, members 
of the said illegal association, and of one or more of the said illegal 
committees, and having all of you struck work as aforesaid, and taken 
an active part in the foresaid wicked, illegal, and felonious proceed- 
ings of the said illegal association and committees ; and having con- 
ceived deadly malice and ill-will against the said owners, masters, and 
managers of the said cotton-mills, and against the said operatives 
working in said mills, on the terms offered by the said owners, masters, 
or managers, and having wickedly and maliciously resolved to murder 
one or more of said owners, masters, managers, or operatives ; thereby 
to intimidate, by fears for their lives, the said operatives from con- 
tinuing to work, or engaging to work in said mills; and the said 
owners, masters, and managers, from continuing to employ or engag- 
ing in their service said operatives ; and having ^ with such purpose 
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and intent^ conipired> confederated^ and agreed together^ to murder 
one or more of said operatives, working as aforesaid, you did, all and 
each, or one or more of you, proceed to provide yourselves with a 
yistol, or other fire-arm, loaded with gunpowder, and one or more 
leaden bullets, and you did, all and each, or one and more of you, on 
the night of the S2d day of July 1837, or on one or other of the days 
of that month, or of June immediately preceding, or of August 
immediately following, and in or near to Clyde Street of Ander-> 
ston, in or near Glasgow, wickedly and feloniously, maliciously 
and unlawfully, shoot John Smith, then residing . in a tenement 
called fioulds worth's Barracks, in * Cheapside Street of Anderston 
aforesaid, an operative cotton-spinner, then in the employment of 
Henry Houldsworth & Sons, cotton-spinners, in their cotton-mill, 
iituated in Cheapside Street of Anderston aforesaid, heing one of the 
mills in which the memhers of the said Association had struck work 
M aforesaid, and in which the said John Smith was working, on terms 
ofTered hy the owners, masters, or managers, hy one of you discharging 
. Said pistol or fire-arm, loaded and charged as aforesaid, at or against 
the person of the said John Smith ; and the said shot did take effect 
on his person, and one of the bullets with which the said pistol or 
other iire-arm was charged, entered his person, under or near to his 
tight shoulder, and did mortally wound him, and he died in conse- 
quence of said wound so received, on or about the 95th day of July 
1837 ; and the said John Smith was thus assassinated and murdered 
fcy you, the said Thomas Hunter, Peter Hacket, Richard M'Niel, 
James Gibb, and William M'Lean, or one or more of you ; and all this 
you did with the wicked and felonious intent thereby of deterring 
other workmen from continuing in, or taking employment at such 
fate of wages, or on such terms as they might choose, as more par- 
ticularly above set fortb. 



As there existed considerable excitement amoilg the Trades' Oper* 
atives in Glasgow, on account of the treatment of the Committee of 
ootton-spinners, and particularly of the prisoners^ it was by the 
authorities considered expedient to dispatch the prisoners from Gla8<> 
goW suddenly, and early in a morning, by a coach, to Edinburgh^ in 
Oharge of the ordinary complement of messengers, rathet than to have 
recourse to military or other extra power for security j and this took 
place a few days before the dny of trial. 
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HIGH COURT OP JUSTICIARY, 

PBE8BNT. 

Bench, 
Load Justlos Clibrk. 
Load MAoKBFeiB« I Lord Mmowttft 

L«B]> MoNORtfeVf . I L0]U> CoO&BUftlt« 

Counieljbr the Crown^ 
The Loltt> AovooAirs Muriiay. 
The Soiilciton-'GlsNEitiAL RuTBEiRf ord. 
JoRK Shaw BTEWARt^ Esq.^ Admaate-DtpuH, 
J. HANUVttDR, Esq.^ il(l«oca^e-Dej»tt<e. 

Coumeifor the Priseners. 



PAtftidit RoBBRttioK, Esq* 
Ahtt. M*Nfiilt, Esq. 



tTAttBs AkdbR60K^ Esq. 
H. G. Bbix^ Eflq. 



For the Crown— D, Cleohork^ Esq., W.S. 

For the Prisonerg — Daniezi Fisher^ £sq.^ S*3.C*^ and Memrs Kino 

& GsMMEh, Writers^ Glasgow^ 

The prisoners were then placed at the bar^ and> the indictment 
having been called and read^ they seyerally pled not guilty* 

Special defences were put in^ as follows : — 

" The defenders are not guiltjr of any of the charges contained in 
the libel* 

'^ In regard to the alleged murder of John Smithy which seems to be 
more particularly charged as baying been committed by the defendei' 
MXean^ the prosecutor has not specified the ptecise hour at which it 
is said to have been committed. It is proper to state that^ during 
the whole or greater part of the night of the S2d July^ McLean was in 
the public houses of Angus Cameron^ in Salt-Market Street^ and 
Gilbert M'Huraith^ in Bridgegate Street^ and in the vicinity of these 
places." 

Mr M'Nbiui^ explaining that he, with his brethren^ were of oounael 
for all the prisoners^ proceeded to state objections to the relevaneif 
of the indictment. The indictment accuses the prisoners of two 
charges— -conspiracy or murder — not oi eoaspiracy and muf deri as is 
set forth in the major prop^tipn. The prisonett mtty be oonvktod 
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of one or other of those two crimes^ but not of both. Refer to the 
charge of conspiracy. The introductory description sets forth no 
particular time^ place^ or persons. A conspiracy to do a things is 
not the doing of it ; and these two things are put alternatively. 
Now^ is the murder set forth in evidence^ or in pursuance of the con- 
spiracy^ or is it here a substantive charge of a crime ? The species 
facti is conspiracy^ and yet the trials according to this indictment^ is 
murder. Can these men be tried for murder under the charge of con- 
spiracy ? or can they be tried for murder per se under this indictment ? 
Look^ again^ to the character of the Association. It is not set forth^ 
ah initio i to have been illegal ; but that^ on occasions of strikes, the 
members then illegally conspired. This would not be a constant or 
continuing conspiracy. Then there are conspiracies within conspi- 
racies charged; and this against different Bodies. For instance^ 
there is one charge against the committee of directors^ or one of the 
members thereof^ " or other governing body" Now, this Body may 
be anybody. There is no description of these conspiracies ; their be- 
ginning and ending — by whom, and against whom — all are unex. 
plained. Take one of these conspiracies. It is to appoint a guard 
to go and watch. But it is not said that the conspirators devolved 
on the guard the duty of using threats. The guards may hkve 
exceeded their powers, and done so ; but the conspiracy, it seems, 
was simply to watch the mills. Another conspiracy begins on the 
14th June, but it is not the Association, Committee of Directors, or 
Governing Body that conspired, which is an acknowledgment that the 
Association is not the conspiracy. 

Lord JusTicE-CLEBK. — These prisoners are said to be Members of 
Government and Committee throughout. 

Mr M'Neill.^— But it is persons, members of the Association, who 
conspired— the President and Treasurer, &c. who conspire— not the 
Association itself. I admit that this is a charge of conspiracy against 
the individuals at the Bar; but I deny that the Association, to which 
they were members, is here set forth to have been itself a conspiracy, 
and I wish this kept in view, with reference to what is proposed to 
be proved. Now, the acts are not charged as done necessarily through 
the intervention of the Association. Then a charge is made of writing 
and sending threatening letters, not that they contained threats ; and 
the Court is required to judge of this charge by partial quotations 
from the letters without the whole letter having been set forth, by 
which it may be judged whether, taking them altogether, the letters 
will severally bear the construction here demanded to be put on them ^ 
that is, whether they be threatening letters. The charge of murder 
is put alternatively with the conspiracy. But with this charge of mur- 
der there is mixed up the conspiracy, the attempting to set fire, as- 
saults, &c. Those things are all charged under this charge of murder. 
.Will it do to prove that houses were invaded, and so forth, without 
specification of time, place, or person, under this charge. How can 
such charge be defended by the accused ? 

liOBD MoNOBEiFF. — Do you dlsputo the relevancy of the charge of 
murder^ as set forth in the major proposition ^ 
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Mr M'Nbill.— ./nicn^ is what is libelled ; but proof of intent 
would not prove the crime. 

Mr HANDYfiiDE. — In regard to the explanation contended for, of 
the two charges, it will be remarked that no objection is stated to the 
major propositions as they stand ; and Mr M'Neill will concede that 
those majors are alternative. We shall be satisfied with one or other 
of the majors being found proved. The minor consists of two parts ; 
the first portion of which is narrative, and is put in as explanatory of 
the charges made against the prisoners^ in the subsequent parts 
of the indictment containing the charges of certain acts. The 
first charge or act directed against the prisoners, is upon the 
14th June. The previous narrative contains no substantive charges 
against the prisoners. Thus, where forgery is charged — the prepara. 
tion to commit the crime may be set forth as explanatory. In mur- 
der, previous malice may be set forth ; if by poison, it may be set 
forth, that previous purchases of poison, with the view of attempting 
the crime, may be set forth as explanatory of the intent. Wherever 
a charge is made, the prisoners are entitled to have time, place, &c., 
specified, but not so with regard to the narrative. Since 1826, the 
objects of this Association were legal ; masters and servants having 
become entitled to combine, the one to raise, and the other to lower 
the amount of wages ; but then here we set forth that, in the outset, 
illegal oaths were taken by the members, and to keep secret that there 
were such oaths. Now, it is the acts of this Association with which 
we have to do — or Committee of it, or members of it — and to which 
the prisoners were parties, and they have the benefit of all the alter, 
natives. An objection is stated that one charge, though a good one, 
against the prisoners, is not directed against the Association. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — You are supported, however, in the charge 
as to preventing men taking work contrary to the directions of an 
Association such as has been described in the indictment. 

Mr Handyside. — Yes, my Lord, we aver that this Association 
became an illegal body by certain of its acts and directions. Now, is 
not the prosecutor entitled, in his charge and narrative of conspiracy, 
to set forth generally the character and persons, acts or conduct of 
the Association, on similar occasions, and these probably even before 
these parties became members of it ? I have the highest authority for 
saying he can. As to the objection that a whole threatening letter is not 
quoted, I refer to the case which occurred in Glasgow in 1834 of a com- 
bination, by acts of violence, and by writing and transmitting threat- 
ening letters. Mr M'Neill was then prosecutor. The letters there 
were not fully quoted. But the whole letters are matters for evi- 
dence. Take a case of a speech in which passages occurred of a 
criminal nature — must the whole speech be set forth in the libel } 
With regard to the charge of murder, the mode is particularized, and 
the intent by the commission of the murder. It is not the bare ordi- 
nary charge of murder. A case occurred of a master who murdered his 
apprentice, where a charge of a train of previous maltreatment was 
set forth and sustained. 
The Lord Adyocats.— This indictment leaves nothing ambiguous. 
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The charge is fully set forth in the major proposition ; and facts are 
alleged to support it. The whole charges are against one assooi'* 
ation^-and the indictment proceeds in detail to connect the prisoners 
with every act. If the prisoners be innocent^ they have the ad- 
advantage of our failing to establish^ or they disproving, that pre* 
vious illegalities of this Association ceased during the present year. 
With regard to an entire letter said to be a threatening one, not 
being embodied, the whole will be before the Jury, and the pri* 
soners may point out other passages which destroy its character as a 
threatening letter* 

Mr Robertson.' — We admit that there are relevant matters of dittay 
embodied in the charge of the 14th June. We are agreed on the 
constructions of the majors, and that the prisoners cannot be found 
guilty of both the msgors. But the conspiracy of June cannot be 
proved by leading evidence as to the conspiracy of April. The 
conspiracy, it is said, commenced in June, and I protest against 
any evidence being led as to previous concluded conspiracies. The 
acts to be proved must be acts of conspiracy, and that conspiracy 
distinctly specified. The Association when formed, is not said to 
have been formed to commit murder. The oaths do not refer to 
thesej but to obey the majority. The House of Commons follow a 
similar course. But was the Association a conspiracy, or was it 
an Association to enter into conspiracies at particular times? Re- 
fer to the introduction to the first act, and remark the new con- 
spiracy — it is of the AMOciatton^^said they conspire for what ?-*-to 
appoint delegates. Who are they ? Are they or are they not mem-' 
hers of the Association ? This is not told us. Well, these Delegates 
commit the crime ; they appoint the Secret Select Conunittee. The 
Delegates may be the tailors of £dinburgh-<~and who may not be the 
Secret Select Committee ? Again, the murder must have its own 
major and its own minor proposition. But I demur to the minor : it 
is for sending letters^ firing cotton-mills, threatening masters, Sec, 
and committing murder with a certain intent, and these all in furthe- 
rance of the Association. But what has the Association to do with 
the second major ? What has the murder of Smith to do with it } 
This would be to try both the conspiracy and the murder ! Next, the 
charge is of sending a threatening letter ; that is, the whole is a threaten-^ 
ing letter^ not that there are passages in it. It won't do to say that, 
when we are on trial, the whole letter wiH be proved. Your Lord- 
ships are called on to construe the letter as a threatening Jietter* 
You have nothing but certain quotations to form your judgment upon 
whether it is or is not so ; and you are expected to decide that this is 
a relevant charge, although, for all you know yet, the letter may con<* 
elude**— '^ Believe me, my dear Alick, what I have here written is a 
jest from a letter addressed to myself from Manchester." 

This discussion occupied four hours. >The judges then retired, and 
consulted nearly two hours, and then expressed their decision that the 
indictment must go to a jury. The interlocutor of relevancy having 
been pronounced, the Court adjourned till Monday, S7th Novem- 
ber. The FttbliiO Frosectttor agreed to defray the expense of the 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



11 

prisoners' witnesses upon this oeoanoni which is a very unusual 
ooeurrence« 

Indeed^ a petson was cited for trial on the same da.j^ and his cause 
was continued till the day following. That day was occupied with 
other trials till evenings when he was put to the bar^ and tendered a 
plea of guilty to part of the charge. He occupied no time in raising 
or discussing objections to the relevancy ; but the offer was rejected^ 
and that case was then^ in like manner, continued till the 27th Novem- 
ber. He had fifteen exculpatory witnesses in attendance on both days ; 
but no allowance of expenses was made, and he was destitute of all 
pecuniary aid, while, at this period, it was stated that £700 had been 
contributed to defray the expenses of the spinners. A few days 
before the 27th November, that person, and also the cotton-spinners 
and their agents, received notices that they need not bring witnesses 
on the 27th. Meantime, the Public Prosecutor, in the one case, 
repeated an indictment in the same terms* In the other, he prepared 
criminal lettersj which^ after abandoning the indictment, were served 
on the 2d December, containing* a warrant of citation for trial on 
Wednesday the 3d January 1838. 

Public meetings were of new held in all quarters, and the proceed- 
ings of the Public Prosecutor severely animadverted upon, and cen- 
sured by the operatives, for these repeated postponements of the day 
of trial, and other treatment of the spinners. The hardship was 
urged, of having only fifteen days allowed, subsequent to the service of 
the first indictment, for precognoscing the Crown witnesses, and pre- 
paring defences for the day of trial first resolved upon ; but, on the 
other hand, it may be observed, that it was only on the night pre- 
ceding that day, that a list of the fifty exculpatory witnesses was fur- 
nished for the Prosecutor. Besides^ the day of trial was consumed in 
objections for the prisoners to the relevancy of the indictment, which 
were overuled. That day happened to be a Friday ; so that the effect 
of proceeding then with the case, would have run the trial into Sun- 
day* If the objections had been sustained, a new writ would have 
been issued, and this object was accomplished by the course volun- 
tarily adopted by the Prosecutor. 

There is no intention here to advert to the existing criminal law 
and practice of Scotland ; but those who are conversant therewith, 
will see that there occurred nothing in all the proceedings^ particu- 
larly with reference to delays,^ in the circumstances^ out of the usual 



• There Were prisohers in tbe Edinburgh jail comtiiitted foi trial oh 23d July 
1897} ^^0 had reeved ho indictment at 10th December thereafter. Munninp 
9/ kittrg ttiight have etthafraSMd the VtkMMt Pf«Beciitor) hut the litA'getfulness, 
the departure, or the death of witnesses, and the effect of unohtrusive patience, 
where the charges are of a serious nature, and proof doubtful, ara perhaps equi- 
valent contingencies. The friends of the cotton-spinners dared the Public Prose, 
cutor^ 8tigmati«9ed his conduct^ and put him on the defensive. They « Resolved, 
that, siiice justice cannot he obtained by law^ application be immediatdy made to 
]|^arliament for the immediate trial or liberation of the Committee of the Glasgow 
spmnerfc^^^Pttd/ic Meeting, Lyceum Moonis, Glasffow, 21th Nov, Idd?. Pailia. 
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course^ or which might not have heen in a great measure anticipated^ 
or with regard to which all ohservation at least suspended till the 
issue of the trial. 



Criminal Letters. 

The major proposition seta forth, '^ THAT ALBEIT, hy the laws 
of this and of every other well governed realm, ILLEGAL CON- 
SPIRACY of WORKMEN, Forcibly and Illegally to Raise or Keep 
up Wages or the Price of Labour, by means of Threats, Intimidation, 
and Molestation to other Workmen, and by perpetration of acts of 
Wilful and Illegal Violence against the Persons or Property of Mas- 
ters or Workmen, with the illegal and felonious intent and purpose 
of thereby Deterring and Intimidating them respectively from giving 
or taking Employment at the Rate of Wages, or on the Terms which 
they please :— a* also ILLEGAL CONSPIRACY of WORKMEN, 
Forcibly and Illegally to Raise or Keep up Wages, or the Price of 
Labour, by means of the Writing and Sending Threatening Letters 
to Masters or their Managers, and of the Wilfully Setting Fire to, or 
Attempting to Set Fire to the Dwelling-houses, Mills, or Warehouses 
of Owners, Masters, or their Managers, and of the Forcibly Invading 
of the Dwelling-houses of Workmen, and of Assaulting and Murder- 
ing Workmen, or by means of the perpetration of one or more of 
these unlawful acts, with the illegal and felonious intent and purpose 
of thereby Deterring and Intimidating them respectively from giving 
or taking Employment at the Rate of Wages, or on the Terms which 
they please ; and when such threatening letters are written and sent 
to such Masters or their Managers, and fire is so set, or attempted to 
be set to. Dwelling-houses, Mills, or Warehouses of Owners, Masters, 
or their Managers, and the Dwelling-houses of Workmen are In- 
vaded, and themselves Assaulted and Murdered, or one or more of 
these unlawful acts are perpetrated in pursuance of the said object 
and purpose of such illegal conspiracy ; — as also the wickedly and 
maliciously WRITING and SENDING of a THREATENING 
LETTER to any of the Lieges ; — as also MURDER, more particu- 
larly the wickedly, maliciously, and feloniously ASSASSINATING a 
WORKMAN, with the wicked and felonious intent thereby of De- 
terring other Workmen from continuing in, or taking employment at 
such rate of wages, or on such terms as they may choose, are crimes of 
an heinous nature, and severely punishable." 

A narrative then follows, similar to, but more comprehensive than 
that of which the substance is given on pages second and third, con- 
cluding that the unlawful Association having resolved that its members 



me&t was petitioned, and the Lord Adrocate satifliied the House (Dec 8) that no 
delay had taken or would take place that could be avoided ; but it was his duty 
not to enter into details which might prgudice the prisonen in the eyes of the 
public 
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should strike in Aprils struck accordingly ; and Maclean being a mem- 
ber^ and the others members and office-bearers of the unlawful asso- 
ciation^ and parties to the strike^ and having resolved^ in defiance of 
law^ to compel their masters to re-employ the spinners upon their own 
terms^ and those working to desist^ unless on such terms — 

Istf That they^ in concert with Sideserf^ Docherty, Smeal^ Dunn^ 
Campbell^ Walker, Gallocher^ Greenhill, Munro, Johnston, Parker, 
Morrison, Bunyan, and Trotter, all spinners and members of Com- 
mittees of the unlawful Association, agreed in April to use intimida- 
tion, molestation, and threats, &c., for the said purposes, and appointed 
a Guard Committee to discover and mark, and molest and assault 
spinners, and deter them from taking work — and at the various cot- 
ton-mills — and the guards were under the command or direction of a 
member appointed for the purpose^and they beset the miUs and 
created terror and alarm ; More Pabticulably— 

de/. That the members of the unlawful Association struck work at 
the Oakbank Factory ; and they, and the Guard Committee, and the 
prisoners, on 8th May 1837, appointed Maclean, Parker, Montgomery, 
Linton,. Canovan, and M'Gown, &c., to be guards thereon, who beset 
the mill, and molested and threatened the spinners for two weeks, and 
the police were obliged to escort them ; and on 9th May, Farmer and 
Gordon were mobbed and struck with stones, and were severely hurt 
by the guard, and persons under their orders. 

Sd, That, on 15th May, in like manner, Keddie, Young, Lynch> 
Stevenson, MBride, M'Ltfskie, M'Elmell, Counell, Buchanan, and 
Johnston, were set as guards, and proceeded in like manner on the 
Mile-end Spinning Company's Factory ; and they were apprehended 
by the police, and charged with intimidation, &c. ; and David Keddie 
was tried before the Sheriff on 20th and 22d May, and found guilty, 
and sentence was postponed, on the assurance of Andrew Gemmel, 
writer, agent for tlie Association, that the Committee would put an 
end to the intimidation, &c. ; and, at a meeting on the 22d, Mr Gem- 
mel repeated this promise, and the members and prisoners gave orders 
and the guards were withdrawn, or their numbers diminished. 

4^A, That the prisoners, in manner and as aforesaid, in concert with 
most of those named in the first act, and others, members of commit- 
tees, on 23d May, conspired to set fire to the factory in Dale Street, 
Bridgeton, in order to cause terror and alarm, &c., to the proprietors, 
Hussey. & Son ; and they hired a person or persons, to whom they 
offered £20, or other reward, to set fire thereto, or attempt it, which 
was, in this way, attempted on that night by a packet of combustible 
materials thrown into the yarn room. 

Sth, That the prisoners, in manner and as aforesaid, in concert with 
the same and other members of committees, on 14th June 1837, called 
a meeting of Delegates, of one from each work, and there Hunter, or 
other member, moved, the prisoners being present and assenting, and 
it was carried, to appoint a secret select committee by ballot or secret 
mode, who were hired to send threatening letters to employers, and 
set fire to a cotton-mill, and forcibly to invade the dwelling-house of 
a spinner ; and commit assaults on spinners, and shoot and murder a 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



14 

spuBor j tmd thesA nets wer« done 4ad aommitt44> ov at^pmpliQd^ m 
pi»sii»ice of tha object and purposa of the illegal coo^piraoy, with %h9 
intent^ &e.y foresaid. And, fabticvIiABIiY-^"* 

6thf That, on 15th June, i^lO were offered, or other reward ^ered 
for an assault on spinners working at the Adelphi Cotton works^ 
Hutfihisontown of Glasgow, and Gray and Kean were assaulted. 

7 thy That, on 90th or SSd June, the letter of 90th June to Alei^andar 
Arthur, was written and sent him. It is fully quoted. See Inventory, 

9th, On Sd July, the letter of 3d June was written and sent liinif 
Fully quoted. 

9th, On S4th July, the letter of that date was sent to and reeeived 
by John Brysen. Fully quoted, 

lOM, On 30th June, Riddle, M'Manus, M'Caffle, or Cohill, and other 
spinners, were hired, and invaded and broke into the house of Thomas 
Donaghey, and made him promise or swear not to work at the mills ; 
and information having been given to the Fisoal, they abscoodadj and 
received ^10 each, or other reward. 

nth, On 11th July, £20 were offered for setting fire to the housa 
of James Wood, of Francis Wood & Company, cotton-spinners. Bridge^ 
ton ; and this was attempted by throwing in by the window two tin 
canisters, containing inflammable combustibles, with an aperture and 
a burning match. 

12th, That M'Lean was hired, on S9d July, to assassinate a cotton-* 
spinner, and was offered £20, or other reward, for this ; and M'Lean 
undertook this, and shot John Smith. 

The libel then charges M'Neil, as an operative spinner at the 
old Adelphi Mill, and having, with other members of the unlawful 
Association, struck work, with the writing and sending of the first 
letter to Arthur. And it charges the whole prisoners, or one or more 
of them, as members, and having struck work, and having conceived 
deadly malice against operatives and masters, opposing the will of the 
unlawful Association, and having resolved to murder an operative, 
<' thereby intimidate, by fears for their lives, the said operatives from 
continuing to work or engaging to work in said cotton«mills ; luid 
having, with such purpose and intent, conspired, confederated, and 
agreed together to murder one or more of the said operatives working 
as aforesaid," they, or one or other of them, murdered Smith, who was 
working on terms offered by the master at one of the mills in which 
the members of the said unlawful association had struck work. 

To this writ there was attached a list of ninety-one witnesses for the 
Prosecutor, which eictended it to thirty-nine quarto pages. 
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AN INTENTOn^ OF ARTICLES PQVNPED ON IN THJ^ 
ABOVE CRIMIN4L LETTERS, ARE ADDED TO TffEM- 



Thfge d&ouments vene lodged with the Clerk of Court, and copies or ex» 
eerpU are here ineerted, for more convenient reference in the subee- 
quent proceedings. 



VOt I.>v-^497I0I<¥» OF 7HE ASSOblATIOir OF 0?«BATIVB CJOTTONrgPINVBHS ^ 
GliASGOW AND NBIQPQOVItQOOP. 

Abt, hw^D^ignatkn qf Ihfi As§Qeiati0n.^>^Th.in Assoeiatipn tq bo 
ten)Fied The AssocifttioQ of Operative Cptton-Spiuners of GUigow 
and Neighbourhood^ and to have for its only ol^ect the supporting 
of prices^ and enabling its members to obtain a fair remuneration for 
their labour. The funds of this Association shall not; be applied to 
any other purpose tban those speciHed in the articles, 

S. Government and Election, — The affairs of the Association to be 
inducted by the Pelegates^ and ft Committee of twelve^ consisting of 
President^ Treasurer, and Secretary^ and nine Dirfictars^ to be elected 
at the quarterly meeting as follows. &g» 

3, A0 to Duty qf'Dekgate^, or JleprHentfitiveifrom Shops. 

4, Dutff qfPreHd^ni of CQmmitte^.-^V^^ shall not upon any account 
lend his key^ but must attend at the opening and shutting of the safe^ 
and watch oyer the transactions of the Treasurer and Secretary^ and 
not ^iiow any of the funds of the Association to be misapplied. He 
must keep them strictly to tbeii^ duty> as directed by the articles^ and 
tl^at the Delegates violate none of the articles. He shall act as 
a guardian over the inteirest of the Association^ by opposing all illegal 
claiins^ and allowing no more than four general votes to betaken^^tha 
1st, fQi* raising the instalments j 3d, for strike ; dd, for uplifting the 
f^nds; 4lh, fqr altering or amending the articles ; and when retumedj 
to have the power of investigating them, none being allowed to vote 
whp h more than 3s. in debt, and no vote to be taken without the 
voter's name* Ha shall see all referees properly appointed, and have 
the power to demand investigation in all cases in which he is dissatia-i 
^edj by entei^iQg such cases in the Order-'Bopk ; but cannot bring for- 
ward any inptian or claim &om any shop or individual, but must attend 
only to the welAre of the Association. 

5, J)uty of Tre^surev.'^The Treasurer shall receive all money be» 
longing tQ the Assoeiation, with all bills and other documents, and 
shall deposit tbem in the safe, of which he shall hold the centra key^>r« 
the President holding the right hand key, and the Secretary the left. 
[Other wivftl duties of a Treasurer added.] 

$1 lUiU9i 4uti0i p/ft iS[^cr«l«f^.>»«Ha shfiU net have power pf any 
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money^ or take part in any discussions^ unless called upon for explan- 
ation. 

7. Duty of Directors.— [To watch over interests.] 

8. Duty of Members generally. — [Ditto, and pay regularly.] 

9. Funds of the Association. — [To be lodged in bank^] not upliftable 
without a vote of the Association, and advertised in Hie Liberator, and, 
failing it, any other journal that may be agreed upon, and six days 
must have elapsed after date of said advertisement ; it shall like ways 
be the duty of the Committee to observe that the funds of the Associa- 
tion do not any time fall below £1000 sterling ; and, in the event of 
any such fall being likely to take place, the Committee shall, with the 
concurrence of the delegates' meeting, have power to raise the instal- 

* ment according to the following table : namely, if the expenditure is, 
per fortnight — above £10 and under £20, 9d. ; above £20 and under 
£30, Is. ; above £30 and under £40, Is. 3d. ; above £40 and under 
£50, Is. 6d. ; above £50 and under £60, Is. 9d. ; above £60 and under 
£70, 2s. j; above which it cannot rise without a vote of the Association, 
which, if carried, every member shall pay in proportion as he pays his 
odd spinner per day. 

10. Funds, how raised. — The funds of the Association shall be 
raised by fortnightly instalments, [or privileges lost.] 

11. Business of General Meetings. — Four general meetings will be 
held in the year, &c. 

12. Submitting to a Majority. — ^Every member of this Association 
binds and obliges himself to submit to a majority of his brethren in 
all cases connected with the Association ; which majority must, in all 
cases relating to strikes, or altering the articles, bear two-thirds of 
the votes returned ; but, in other cases, the majority will consist of 
one above the half of the votes returned. 

13. Strikes. '•--'^o shop, individual, or individuals in a shop, consider- 
ing themselves aggrieved, shall have the liberty to strike work upon 
any pretence whatever, without giving intimation at a delegate meet- 
ing in due form, as specified in article 3^, when, after being fully con- 
sidered, and a general vote taken, (which must take place in all cases 
relating to strikes or threatned reduction,) and, if the vote be car- 
ried, they shall cease to work, as directed by the Association, and be 
entitled to regular aliment for the period of thirty-four weeks from 
the date of their ceasing to work ; and any member on a strike is at 
liberty to take wheels wherever he can find them, at the standard 
price ; and odd spinners are entitled to aliment for a period of seventeen 
weeks. 

14. Conduct of Members during Strikes. — No individual shall be 
allowed to take wheels in any shop where any allowable strike or 
dispute between the men and their employers is existing, until the 
said strike or dispute is considered settled by the Association, and an 
order from the Committee to that effect. Any member acting other- 
wise shall be expelled the Association ; and any member on aliment 
finding employment at any other trade or occupation, or refusing to 
take wheels or odd spinning if offered, or failing to exert himself in 
finding emplpyment, shall^ on clear proof being given, immediately 
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cease receiving aliment ; and any odd spinner on aliment working more 
than three days and eight hours in one week, shall for that week re- 
ceive none. 

15. InHructing jSptnncr*.—- This Association binds and obliges every 
one of its members to refrain from instructing any individual in the 
art of spinnings except such as are sons or brothers of a spinner who 
may have been or is at present a member of this Association ; and 
it must be remembered that such persons can only be admissible by 
having served them as pieeers ; and^ that individuals having ad- 
missible piecers may not take advantage of their neighbour^ they^ire 
strictly prohibited from allowing such piecers to spin in their absence^ 
but must follow their draws^ and overlook them in all their instruc- 
tions and practice^ and no person will be allowed to learn a male 
piecer^ except such as are privileged^ as specified in this article. 

16. Admission of Members, — Any person may be admitted a mem- 
ber of this Association who has served a regular time as a piecer in 
the Glasgow district^ and in possession of a pair of wheels^ and who 
has received the approbation of the trade^ and by paying the sum of 
£1 : 3s. sterling ; this sum^ one pound of ''which goes to the funds of 
the Association^ must be paid on or before the night of his admission ; 
and any member of the Renfrewshire Association^ (but none other^) 
may be admitted a member of this^ by conforming to the whole of the 
above> except that of piecing in Glasgow^ and by producing satisfac- 
tory evidence that he is a worthy member^ and not more than Ss. in 
debt to the .Renfrewshire Association. Any individual occupying a 
pair of wheels in any of the above-specified manners^ is entitled to pay 
the current instalment from the date of his commencement. 

17. Idle Men's Beneflt,r-^Any member losing his employment^ and 
not more than 3s. in debt^ shall be entitled to the benefit of the clear 
idle men for the period of thirty-four weeks from the date of his being 
enrolled in their books^ which must be at least two weeks after leav. 
ing work^ and no member can be again admitted to the idle men's 
benefit without having be^h employed as a regular spinner; and a 
period of twelve weeks must have elapsed since he received the last 
allowance from No. 60^ whether he had then received the full thirty- 
four weeks or not. Every membier receiving the benefit of the clear 
idle men^ must consider himself bound to be governed by their laws, 
so long as they have the sanction of the Association. 

[18 Refers to provisions for Deputations ; 19 to Funeral Money ; 
and 20 to Arhitration,'\ 

21. Committee Room, — The Committee must take a room, not con- 
nected with a public-house, to accommodate both themselves and the 
idle men ; the idle men to have use of the room every lawful day from 
the hour of seven morning till six evening, and Saturday from seven 
till four. 

92. Duty of Officer. — He shall attend all meetings, to open the doors 
and see the room put in order, and observe that none but members 
are present, and allow no person to enter the committee-room unless 
on business, so that the Committee be not disturbed while transacting 
their business* He shall likeways give notice to the shop of meetings. 
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and serve them with votes^ or any other reasdliable service that may 
be required of him. 

23. Violation of Articles. — To serve the general interest and proper 
government of the Association^ it shall be the bounden duty of the 
Committee in general^ and of the President in particular^ as specified 
in article 4th, strictly to observe that none of the foregoing articles 
are either violated, altered, or amended to suit the views of any per- 
son or persons self-interested in the issue of alteration or amendment ; 
but should the Association become generally convinced that the articles 
require alteration or amendment, it must be done as follows : — The 
Secretary shall, by order of the delegate meeting, should they think 
proper, draw up a requisition, signed by himself and the whole Com- 
mittee, President excepted, and at least two clear members from every 
shop, requesting the President to call a general meeting, specifying, in 
such requisition, the nature and amount of such alteration or amend- 
ment, and the cause which you require it ; when, after the Presidefnt has 
satisfied himself that the signatures have all been fairly obtained from 
the subscribers, with a full conviction that they knew what they were 
subscribing for, he shall call a general meeting, and allow the subject 
a fair discussion ; after which a general vote through the shops must 
be taken, and which votes carry for a revision, alteration, or amend- 
ment, must have two-thirds of the votes returned in its favour; every 
man's vote, in this case, to be taken, whether in town or country 
shops, unless 3s. in debt, and the result of votes given in the schedule. 

24. General Expense. — Each committeeman, per quarter, £2, the new 
to pay the old. The clerk to receive, per week, 13s., and to be elected 
annually on the fiif t Wednesday of September. The officer to receive, 
per week, 10s., and to be elected annually on the first Wednesday of 
September. Aliment per week, 12s. Funeral charges, £4. Deputa- 
tions, £1 per d&y, however many ; and if to the country, their ex- 
penses paid. Each referee, 4s., the half to be paid by the applicant, 
unless when one accuses another, in which they pay as directed by 
article 20th. No. 60, per week, £6. Delegates, 6d. ; and a country 
delegate, on bringing money, 2s. Directors each, 6d. per night of 
meeting. Expenses for paper, pens, and ink ; expenses for strikes ; 
letters, hall, and committee-room rent ; hall rent for extraordinary 
meetings; Presid^ent of the meeting. Is. per night. R. M. 



NO. II. OF INVENTORY. " EMIGRATION. 

The Committee appointed by the trade to inquire into the cause or 
causes of the great and overwhelming increase of hands into it, from 
which a redundancy is perpetually choking up the labour market, and 
also to prepare measures connected with emigration, met on the 31st 
May 1836, and having disposed of some preliminary business, pro- 
ceeded to consider the subjects. 

It is evident that one great cause of the increase of hands proceeds 
from the fact tiiat Glasgow is higher paid than any other cotton-spin- 
tiing district in Scotland. On this ae^ount spinners are anxious to 
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come to Glasgow from other districts^ in order to obtain a higher re-t 
muneration for their labour ; and it is a well known fact, they are 
always employed in preference to a Glasgow man. Now, the very 
circumstance that Glasgow men have boldly and fearlessly struggled 
against every opposition, whether it were from the capitalist or from 
the combination laws of a cruel and tyrannical government, upwards 
of thirty years, spending enormous sums of money, and the youth, the 
health, and even the lives of her best men, when other districts were 
partially asleep on the subject. We need inquire little further into 
the cause how others are employed in preference to them. The tyran- 
nical dispositions of many masters have been but too successful in 
making examples of our active men ; and i^or the truth of this we have 
only to look to our streets, to see men who have known better days, 
suffering, with their wives and starving families, every human privation, 
and sinking every day lower and lower in vice, from the effects of 
poverty and depressed hearts. These are causes and effects of our 
noble conduct in supporting our union, and it is our duty, as men and 
as Christians, to remedy the evils. We propose that those called illegal 
men, nobs excepted, presently occupying wheels in Glasgow, should be 
offered a union on the same terms as proposed to the west country spin- 
ners — viz., by paying £5 as entry-money. That these illegal men pay 58* 
per fortnight, along with the regular instalment of the trade. They shall 
grant a bill of security for value received. The £5 of entry-money, and 
the current instalment, from the time they occupied wheels in the 
Glasgow body, must all be paid up before they can be admitted ob 
legal members. If any illegal man now occupying wheels should be 
refractory, and not agree to those reasonable terms of union, No. 60 
shall receive £5 for each of them theyunshop ; also £\for every stranger 
which they shall keep from occupying wheels. In both cases. No. 60 
will be obliged to prove them by a referee, clearly and satisfactorily 
to the trade, before they receive any money. As this body has always 
respected the laws of their country, wishing rather to protect their 
union by moral force and public opinion than to have recourse to 
measures of an opposite nature, let it be distinctly understood, and 
duly inculcated to every member, that if No. 60, or idle men, com- 
mit themselves in point of any violation of the laws of the country, 
they must themselves alone be responsible. No member of the trade 
shall have power to bring in a petition, either directly or indirectly, 
to solicit money in behalf of any such men, who may thus wantonly 
commit themselves in violation of our express laws. Another, and, 
perhaps a greater cause of the increase of hands into our trade, is the 
employing of boys as piecers. We have before our eyes many ex-« 
amples of other trades acting nobly to cure this evil of apprentices^ 
and it is certainly our paramount duty to use every method we can 
suggest to stop the increase of boy piecers. We propose to embody 
this law in the obligation, that no man shall employ a boy as piecer, 
except according to the privilege long ago stated in our rules. How-t 
ever, if necessity compels a man to employ a boy, he shall in no case 
whatever do it further than an inside piecer, and discretionary power 
shall belong to the shop, and not to the man, in all cases of thi* 

b2 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



20 

nature. We would here strongly recommend to No. 60^ that any of 
them who can piece ought to throw away all false delicacy, and take 
piecing. By this meana they would be in the way of employment, 
and get wheels sooner than they were idle. It would also have the 
double efiiect of having boy piecers and strangers out^ and we are 
confident it would have a great tendency to cure that moral depravity 
which is the sure and faithful attendant on idleness. These several 
subjeots duly considered, well understood, and once firmly established, 
we feel confident the trade might proceed with Home and Foreign 
Emigration. 



Plan Pboposeb. 

RvLB 1st, That No. 60 money be applied to emigration, both home 
and abroad. 

That no person shall be entitled to the privilege of the ballot 
unless he has been a member of our Association for at least two 
years, and clear when he makes application. All idle men not 
entitled to No. 60, and engaged in any other occupation, shall not 
be entitled to the ballot until they occupy wheels for at least six 
months. And, be it further understood, that all those who have got 
up their 60 money in lump, shall be subjected to the same regulation. 

9d, That three men from No 60 go away every fortnight-^lot by 
baUot. 

That two working men go away every fortnight — lot by ballot ; 
and for this purpose, to save the present funds, the instalment shall 
be raised 6d. 

That all wishing to emigrate within the period of 56 days, shall 
give in their names on the given day, to be announced by the 
Committee in a delegate meeting, and submit to the legal inves- 
tigation. All approved of shall draw from the ballot, where there 
shall be eight prizes, to be numbered 1, S, 3, &c. Those unfortunate 
to go into the next ballot. The fortunate candidates all to go at 
any period within the 56 days they please. If these do not go within 
the 6S days, they shall have no claim beyond that period unless by a 
new ballot. The latter part of this rule applies to the working men 
only. (The idle men to regulate their own ballot.) 

Huie ^h. That each of the above parties shall receive the sum of 
XIO. 

6tk, That the present members of No. 60 shall receive 3s. 9d. per 
week to their time be run up. Those accepting this weekly aUow-. 
ance shall not be entitled to the ballot for emigration, unless they 
give up said allowance within four weeks after the passing of this 
law. Those losing or giving up their wheels, after the passing of 
this lafF, shall have it in their power, if dear, to apply for the ballot, 
but shall receive no weekly allowance. 

CM, Those who enter for the ballot diall be allowed to continue to 
saeoessfnl; but those once receiving the iHO for this philanthropic 
purpose shall not again be allowed the san^e privilege. 
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7ih, That each and ali of the parties diftll be exsmin^ hj a re- 
feree^ to discover what views they have for emigrating^ that the 
Committee may know upon what grounds to act. All referee*men 
to he chosen by the delegates. That^ for security^ the applicant must 
produce two men in good business^ and if approved of they shall 
sign a stamped bill Y«r £10 ; which bill shall be forfeited if the person 
receiving the £10 occttpies wheels within the period of three years, 
or the applicant must allow* t^^decree to be obtained against him for 
£10^ previous to receiving that sum^ or any part thereof. But let it 
bA understood that^ in the event of the securities being members of 
the Association^ neither they nor the persons receiving the £10 shall 
be deprived of their funeral money^ in the event of their deaths if they 
have not violated any part of their previous contract with the trade. 
[Cabbisd that this be law.] 

Inventory, No. ///.—DEBT BOOK of TRADES. 

, Inventory, No. /F.— ALIMENT BOOK. 

Inventory, No. F.— ACCOUNT of OUTLAY. 

Inventory, No. F/.— *^ MINUTE BOOK, of what ?~Nothing. 

May 17, 1837. 

John Bunyan, James Docherty> and John M'Cairns, go with Lenlie 
to Mr M'Lusky about money. 

John Blair has not yet spoke to his friend concerning money, but 
will do so. 

James Stevenson will sign James Wilson's grandmother's bill. 

The man has not yet been sent to the Airdrie colliers. 

Bernard Hare is still ready to give us money on loan. 

Robert M'Arthur's brother is in Ireland ; but it is expected we will 
get money on loan from him when he comes home. 

Jlere variotte <tm»/ar Entries follow ; and the following are Excerpts, 

as specimens. 

The propriety of publishing placards, circulars, &e., to the masters, 
as well as other influential gentlemen in and around Glasgow, stating 
the fair position in which we stand, shall be taken into consideration 
after the conference with the masters is finished ; likewise a manifesto 
denouncing any connection vi^ih violence. 

Robert Johnstone and Adam Sideserf are gone to Greenock, to viiit 
the trades. 

William Smeal has not appeared these two days. 

James M'Nish has a debt of 18s. 6d. against Peter M'Donald, like- 
wise one against Michael M'Cann, of 13s. 6d. — [9d. in ink, but dtered 
with pencil to 6d.] 

Wihlam Collins has a debt of £\, or upwards, against Michael 
M'Caan, and decreeted, Richmond against Petar M'Donald,. de- 
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-creeted. A letter found hy a weaver, containing a proposal by the 
irlasgow masters of uniting with the Renfrewshire masters^ in order 
to stop the supplies, which is in our possession. 

John M'Caffer and James Moat go to Wilson with regard to his 
grandmother's bill. 

Angus Campbell, Robert Greenhill, and Adam Dixon, go to Daniel 
M'Callum to-day, with regard to money. --'^ 

Richard M'NeU and Thomas Hunter Tisit the females working in 
Tradeston at cotton-spinning, for the purpose of soliciting their sup- 
port in our present struggle. 

May 18, 1837. — Ten names signed, marked No. 5. 

The masons of Greenock have agreed to give 6d. a-week while our 
«trike lasts. There are about 100 in number. 

The joiners of Greenock, in number , give 6d. per man while 

our strike lasts. 

The potters of Greenock, in number about 80, give 6d. 

The moulders, boiler-makers, and engineers, will have meetings this 
week, and endeavour to bring their mind to the same conclusion as the 
above. 

The tailors of Greenock would not admit the deputation. 

May 92. — Marion Branon pieced to John Nixon and John Barbour 
in Mile-end, and wishes to know if she can force her pay, as they have 
refused to pay her lying week. 

Mat/ 23. — Robert Reid gives up his aliment on receiving 5. 

June 1, 1837.— John O'Niel, from No. 25, threatens to get work 
unless he gets aliment, 2s. 6d., and something regularly. 

John M'Caffer and Thomas Hunter are gone to Milngavie, and are 
to go round by Dumbarton, for the bail-money of the Duntocher men. 
The sum is £40. 

John Bunyan and Daniel M'Donald are gone after a £5 bill from 
Litster, in Bridgeton. 

The first subject for discussion to-morrow morning is the utility of 
publishing large placards, and circulating them through the country, 
along with part of the committee, to explain and raise supplies. 

June 2, 1837. — ^Agreed that placards be published and posted in 
all the surrounding country, and men sent along with them to explain 
and answer questions ; the object is to raise supplies. 

Deputations to the carters, glass-blowers of Townhead, to Robert 
M' Arthur and Barnerd Hare. 

June 3, 1837. — Received from James Thomson a decreet, Crawford 
against Ferguson, a Nob. 

The Renfrewshire body has bills against Mechan for £10 ; likewise* 
against Mitchael for £3. Andrew Patrick has got the above debts, 
and likewise the decreet from James Thomson. 

Peter Quigly must warn a man from every working shop on Monday 
night at eight o'clock, in the committee-room, to form a committee 
for regulating the working-shop payments — ^namely, the third of their 
wages. 

June 4M, 1837. — £10 to be got in the morning from Mr Halket, with 
he promise of a hundred more very soon. Six names here subscribed. 
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The above tire the names of persons who are meaning to nobj No. 
30. Then follows a number of names. 

[TAe entries, till 12tb June, chiefly relate to supplies from operatives, 
S^, ; and then follows a list of contributors •f watches, <^c., for pawn, 
with small sums of cash, the total proceeds amounting to j£80 : 4s.] 

June 15, 1837. — Moved at the general meeting by William John- 
stone^ and unanimously carried^ the names of every Nob at present 
working, and the districts they last wrought in, should be enrolled in 
a book, and at the end of the strike, unless a change in the list takes 
place, they be printed ; but, at all events, the names of all who remain 
Nobs at the termination of the strike shall be printed, and sent to all 
the spinning districts in Scotland, England, and Ireland, and that they 
remain Nobs for ever ; and a persecuting committee be appointejl to 
persecute them to the utmost. 

June 16, 1837. — Received from Jhomas Gallocher, per William 
Martin, Townhead, £30. 

Inventory, No^ VII., is a Bible. 

Inventory, No, FJ/J.—CERTIFICATE as to appointment of the 
Supply Committee, 12th April 1837. — To act as a Supply Committee 
in lifting subscriptions, or contracting loans for the Association, dur- 
ing their present strike. 

J. C. (Signed) Richard M'Niel, Sec, 

H. L. 

Inventory, No, IX, — Glasgow, IQth May 1837. — [This letter gives 
somi9 detail about increase of Nobs, &c., and proceeds :]«— There 
was rather a serious fracas the same evening that you left us, a mis- 
take having occurred with No. 30, in the Committee having desired 
them to be up at Oakbank in the afternoon. They took the trouble 
of warning almost 2J1 the Trade, and the meeting « having assembled 
at the Blockquarry Church, the Committee not appearing, the anger 
was great. We meet them coming through the Cowcaddens, and the 
had the insolence to say that some of us was drunk. However, at 
next day's metting we crushed the discontents in a feii^ minutes, and 
since the utmost confidence exist. A great demonstration took place 
at Friday night at Oakbank, but the result was not so favourable as 
we could have wished. A few hundreds of Police, Thief-catchers, &c. 
&c. escorted the worthies home, and on Saturday some horsemen ; 
and Sunday gave to the world a proclamation by the Lord Provost and 
Magistrates against the cotton spinners metting in tumultious mobs ! 
We have laughed them and their Proclamation to scorn. 

Inventory, No. X, — Glasgow, 2i>th May 1837. — [This letter com- 
plains on Racket for not writing, and proceeds :] — It grieves me much 
to say that one or two of the shops have actually begun to discuss the 
propriety of halfing the differance on the Pirns. This, you know, if 
not promptly checked, will send all to damn. We have called a select 
metting for to-morrow ^ternoon^ to tak^ some precautionary steps* 
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Several of the men was seked at Mile-^end shop the other day^ for 
doing (tell it not in Gath) nothing at all, but walking with their hands 
in their pockets ! One of them^ David Keady^ has been tryed by the 
aherifP^ and would have got Thirty days of Bridewell^ had not Mr 
Oemmell pledged his word^ if the sentence was delayed^ that the 
spinners would not only repudiate their connections with such crowds 
at the uiills^ but would publish the same to the world. Accordingly, 
an advertisement is published in to-day's Liberator, All the guards 
have been withdrawn for a time, rather than sacrifice Ten or Twelve 
men. RioHAitt) M'Nibl. 

For Mr Peter Hacket, at Mr John Doherty, Hyde Cross, Manchester. 

Inventory, No. Xl^-^Olasgow, 2»th May 1837. — D£ar Sib,— I am 
truly happy that you have at last received and answered one of our 
litters, for we have been these eight days past in the firm belief that 
our letters was intercepted. Your first letter is dated as far back as 
the 13th, and the second and last the 26th ; but enough. 

Henry Dunn wrote you on Sunday the 91st, enumerating the various 
items that had been paid to England, Johnstone, &c. &c. But you 
apparently have not received it. I will, therefore, give you the gross 
amount. 

From To Johnstone, . • . £999 10 o 

1837. To England, . . . 713 16 6 

Combination Laws, . « . . 360 

Time Bill, . . . . 721 

To Emigration, . . . 4375 

Public Question, . . . 100 

Liberator Newspaper, . . 978 o 

Cabinetmakers, . . . 180 

Block-Printers, . . . 340 

Duntooher Strike, . . . 30S4 

Voters, • • « • 90 

1837, « ■■ 

£11,881 6 6 

I have given you the above ahaost wholly from memory of the 
document that was drawn out and forwarded to you by Henry Dunn. 
I sincerely sympathise on the harrassing nature of your mission. So 
strong was the opinion that your letters was intercepted, that the 
Committe was to send a man off to Manchester on Monday if your 
letter was not received by that time* I informed you of a few cheepers / 
in Graham's shop, talking of giving up i%»o sizes. A few in Dunlop's 
and Barrowfield. The Committe, happy to say, they have given up 
the subject entirely. Chas. M'Kie (as a matter of course) led on the 
eheeper ; but all is quiet for the time being. We have had a world of 
difficulties to contend against these two weeks past^ for want of oish. 
IVe were only able to pay Ss. 6d. on Saturday, being disappointed in 
eash from Ireland to the amount of £100. What has become of the 
£40 that Patrick mentioned the Manchester spinners was taking 
tkfir. three general votee upmi, or the s»m that was locked for eight 
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dayv ago f I iim afraid that we need not plae^ mneh dependence on 
England* You will be kind enough to write as often as you posnbly 
can^ for it is necessary to keep up the spirits .of the men ; some of 
them are suffering extreme, want. I have heard from good athority 
that some of Hnsse/s men are actually going out in two and threes to 
the country begging* They say they may not have been the best of 
payers^ but they wiU prove themselves the best soldiers^ now that they 
are in the field. — Richard M'Niel. 

For Mr Peter Hacket^ care of W. Arrowsmith^ Secy.^ No. 24^ 
Seott St., Walter St.> Ashton New Road, Manchester. 

Inventorp, No. XII^U, LETTER, Patrick ^'Gowaw to Peter 
HAOKET.^-^-Jf anc/^e«^6r, July 10, 1837* — Dear Sir,— This is the fourth 
letter without an answer. What can be the reason I can have no 
conception. Have I done anything to deserve such tratement at the 
hands of the committee ? One was addressed to Henry Dunn, two to 
you, the last of which should have been answered to-day ; but it is 
now past post time. I am afraid our correspondence is intercepted. 
I know, to a certainty, that three letters, addressed to Henry Roth- 
well last week, were all opened before he got them, which circum- 
stance has alarmed us both very much. One of them was the letter 
from Glasgow, mentioning the six men who had left you for England 
on the 1st inst., none of which had arrived at any of the districks 
which were represented at the Delegate Meeting at Stockport yester- 
day, i hope in God they are not taken. Should they arrive here, I 
will be able to make arrangements for their perfect safety until you 
say what is to be done with them. If you have received any of my 
letters, you know that England is now making arrangements in good 
earnest to support you. You will a] so know that Bolton has arisen 
from its lethergy. — ^[This letter then enters into details as to prospec- 
tive funds, and the writer's progress through England.] 

(Signed) Patrick M'Gowan, 

No8. XIIL and XiT.— Schedules. 

Inventory 9 No. XF*-— Is, LETTER to Mr Arthvr, having post-mark 
of 3d July 1837 :— *' Olaagow, 3 June 1&37. — Sir, Altho' I am not a 
practical Cotton-Spinner, and therefore, as an Individual, Little Inte- 
rested in the success or failure of the present Contest. Yet, as I hold 
Reductions to be an Evil, and an Evil only. Inasmuch as it Entails 
ruin on the operatives without ultimately benefiting their Employers : 
—or Society in general : — And as I hold that every Man who acts 
under a Sense of Duty, and Enlightened Self-Respect, will Lend his 
[word ohKierated} and influence, for the purpose of Shortening the 
hours [itord obliterated] Labour, and advancing the Physical Comforts 
and Moral improvement of the Working Classes, in order to give them 
time and means to perform the various Duties which devolve upon 
them as Moral and Reponsible Beings, Destined to Exist in another 
World— and as I understand that yon have made yourself very offi- 
dons in providing nobs ! ! ! not only i<ifr your own Master, But als» 
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for other Employers^ yourself a working man before^ and do not know 
how soon you may be again. You I ! I consider your Conduct base^ 
Bcandlous^ and very Criminal. My object at present is to warn you 
of approaching danger^ for^ depend on it, you are marked as a victim, 
and happy for yourself and family if consequences do not prove fatal, 
be on your Guard, yours truly, (signed) A friend/' 

Inventory, No. Xr/— -Is, LETTER to Mr Bryson :— '^ Glasgow, 
July 24, 1837. — Mr Bryson, Sr, we understand that you was a tyriant 
to your old men. But we never though that till Just now, you have 
Showing at this tim to the whole of the trad, after what the men in 
the Shop had Done for you and your Son, and Lickwyess you er Doing 
all that Lies in your Power to fill the mill with nobs. But that Lett as 
no whether you er a tyriant or not, i in a Dam tyriant to But you er 
nothing ells But a Dam tyranical fello, after Learning your nob Son 
to Spin a Pair of Whiels But I will just tell you this, that Both you 
and your Son to praper for yourself, for we er just determent to put a 
end to Both you and him. No more at present, but yonder your" — and 
below there ie a figure drawn of a coffin, or apparently intended to re« 
semhle the figure of a coffin. 

No. XFII—ls the LETTER to Mr Alexander M'Arthur:— 
^' Glasgow, June 20M, 1837. — Sir, I take the liberty of writing these 
few hurried and disjointed remarks on your conduct these Ten weeks 
past. And I have only to say, that the language of a letter is too ina* 
dequate to convey the feelings of scorn, indignation, and contempt, at 
the petiful line of conduct you have pursued towards the Cotton-Spin* 
ners during that period ; I am not a Cotton-Spinner, but I am depending 
on the Cotton-Trade, though in a remote degree Nevertheless, I have 
been taking a steady and retrospective view of your mean and merce* 
nery conduct towards those brave but starving men — engaged as they 
are in a struggle the most righteous that ever man engaged in — the 
PROTECTION of. their labour, their only capital; and I find that you are 
not only using every energ in your power to injure these brave men, 
but you are doing more, you are acting the low tool or cringing syco- 
phant of a greedy and Tyranical Capitalist : There is another Grumph, 
a quandum chum of yours, not far distant, who may rest assured that 
there is an eye upon his actions that will not rest till it has slacked 
itself in the best blood of his heart. Believe me, Alick, the time is 
not far from hand when a Bellingham will appear to take into to 
account the base Percevils who have attempted to ruin them and their 
children, and I sincerely hope the mark will be as effectual, although 
they should be suspended, like Mahomet's Coffin, between heaven 
and earth, for so doing* You may sneer at this, and consider it a mere 
idle threat, but a short time will shew the contrary, so carry on your 
Laudable and Honourable career, for it is a noble feather in your 
cap, at the Expense of so many starving familys ; was you a man dis- 
tinguished for either moral or intellectual worth, why there might have 
been some palliation of your enormity. But I forbear further remarka 
on one, whom not one jingle solitary virtue shields from my contempt. 
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One to whom any thing like moral expostulation would be a vain and 
hopless remedy indeed. In concluBion^ I would say^ Beware ! for if 
I forget you^ may my God forget me : I am^ Sir^ &c* &c. 

(Signed) C, T. 

No. Xr///— Is a LETTER, R. Macomb, Writer, Dumbarton, to 
John Bunt an and Peter Hagket, of 29 th April 1837, acknowledging 
consignation of £40, on becoming cautioner for Michael M'Callyan and 
John O'Donald, to be returned to you if they appear, &c. 

No. X/X— LETTER, John Parker to R. M'Come, Writer, Dum- 
barton, as to position of O'Donald and M'Callyan, at Circuit Court, 
dated 26th September 1837. 

No. XX— DISCHARGE by John Parker, Treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation, for £40, in favour of Mr M'Come, of the £40 having been paid 
by him on forfeiture to Sheriff-clerk. 

No. XXL — LETTER, R. Macome to G. Salmond, Esq., Procurator- 
Fiscal, Glasgow, requesting delivery of his obligatory letter to Macome 
and Bunyan* 

No. XXIL — Irt6era<or Newspaper, of 17th June 1837. 

No. XX///.— CERTIFICATE as to William "Ml Lb an. —Committee 
Booms, July lith 1837. — This is to certify that William M'Leanis A 
Clear Member of the Glasgow Operative Body of Cotton-spinners. He 
lias always done his duty, and we recommend him to all our friends. 
(Signed) Thomas Hunter, James Gibb, Peter Hagket, Richd. 

M'NiEL. 

No. XX/r.—CERTIFICATES as to William M'Lean.— This 
is to certify that Wm. M'Lean was in my house till 12 o'clock on 
Saturday, the 22d July, from about 10 o'clock. 

(Signed) Angus Cameron. 

Wm. M'Lean was in our company from 9 o'clock on Saturday, the 
22d July, till about 2 o'clock on Sabbath morning. 

(Signed) Thos. Loag, Alex. Stevenson, John Thom, James Grieve, 
James Conigan, John Miller, John Lookhabt, John Andrew, 

No. XXr.— CERTIFICATES as to William M'Lean, 3d August 
1837. — This is to certify that William M'Lean was in my house from 
ten o'clock, P.M. on Saturday, 22d July, to twelve o'clock. 

This is to certify that William M'Lean was in our company on 
Saturday 22d July last, from nine o'clock in the evening till about two 
o'clock next morning. (Signed) Alex. Stevenson, James Grieve, 
James Corigan, Andrew White, Thon. Thom. 

No. XXr/.— LETTER, J. W. Shaw, Liverpool, 17th July 1837^ to 
Messrs Hamilton, Brothers, & Co* aa to passages to New York* 
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No. XXriL—A Boftk, with name *' Robert Chrirtie." 

Nos. XXrilLf XXIX., XXX, and XXXT.— Sentences^ Sec, 
against other Spinners. 

No. XXX/Z.—CopyPLACARDas to Mr Dennistoun's Election as M.P. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF OLASOOIT. 

An infernal and unprincipled document has this day been got up^ 
in name of the Cotton-Spinners of Glasgow^ saying—- 

That those who acted against John Dennistoun^ Esq.^ are not the 
Committee of that body. 

We, as a Committee acting for that body> distinctly deny any eon- 
nection with the above-mentioned Document, and farther say^ that the 
Men's Names signed to the Placard^ are Traitors to that Body, and 
to the common cause of Liberty ; for^ as ire have no political feeling 
upon the subject^ all we wish is to oppose Mr Dennistoun^ as we have 
found him to he an enemy to the working classes, and an enemy to a fair 
remuneration for the Workman's labour, and to the price which the 
market can afford. The Men who signed that Placard, now posted 
upon the walls of our City^ we suspect^ are under DRimuTopN's pay^ 
and prepared to work at a reduction^ to which the majority of our 
body will never submit. We, therefore^ warn the public to be aware 
of Daniel Sedley and John Roonet ; they have endeavoured, as we 
suspect, (under the Clique Pay) to Deceive the Public. They have 
deceived us, and we fondly hope others will watch them, for they will 
deceive every body. Beware also of a hoary-headed Traitor, a Cotton- 
spinner, who has deceived the Public for the last 20 years, who gene- 
rally accompanies the above-mentioned individuals. This Old 
Hoary-Headed Man has been a nuisance to all classes, wherever he 
has been connected, particularly in a Town called Belfast in Ireland. 

(Signed) Thomas Hunter, Chairman ; Richard M'Niel, Secre^ 
tary ; Peter Hacket, Treasurer ; [with other eleven names, includ- 
ing James Gibb's.] 
9,^th July 1837. 

Found in the Committee Rooms. 

(Initialed) 6. S. 

No. JTXX///.— DEPOSITION of John Smith. At Glasgow, Royal 
Infirmary there, 23d July 1837 years, in presence of the Sheriff-sub- 
stitute, 

Appeared John Smith, who^ being solemnly sworn, and warned by 
the sheriff to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, as if in the prospect of death, depones. That he is forty years of 
age, is a native of Ireland, a cotton-spinner to trade, and for about 
the last four years has wrought to Messrs Henry Houldsworth Sc Sons, 
in their cotton-works, Cheapside Street of Anderston, near Glasgow. 
That, some time ago, the operative spinners in said cotton-mill struck 
work, and they have since continued idle : That the deponent, about 
three months ago, took work as a spinner, and got the wheels in said 
mill which had previously been wrought at by David Bdwardi, mh» 
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stays somewliere in Cheapaide Street i None of the old hands have 
since threatened to hurt the deponent^ but they have passed him with- 
out speaking : That last night, he and his wife left home about ten 
o'clock^ and went to a shop at the head of Clyde Street, where they 
got some tea ; they then came down Clyde Street, and having bought 
some meal in the shop of one Bain, they were coming down the middle 
of the street, his wife being on his Tight hand, as he thinks, and when 
opposite Marshall's wood-yard, he was shot through the back, under 
the right shoulder, by some person behind him. At the instant of being 
struck, he called out he was shot, and he fell forward on the street^ 
and became insensible of what was going on around him ; he is unable 
to say who shot at him, and has no suspicion of who did so : That when 
he and his wife were passing the comer of Clyde Street, to go into the 
tea-shop at the top of that street, he saw Patrick Canovan, and Hugh 
M'Cafferty, and a third lad, with a white jacket and trowsers of mole- 
skin, who were arguing together, but about what he could not learn ; 
and, after leaving the tea-shop, the same persons were still at the 
comer, as he and his wife passed them and went down to Bain's. He 
did not observe whether they left the comer and followed him, nor 
did he hear any footsteps behind him, before being shot. That one 
day, about eight days ago, Arthur M'Grady and Michael Sinclair 
taunted the deponent about taking wheels from Houldsworth 8f Sons, 
and M'Grady told the deponent that he would not be like him for the 
world : That he is convinced that the old spinners would have injured 
him, if they could have got opportunity, and that it is on aceount of 
his having taken work from Houldsworth & Sons, that he was shot 
last night. — ^And all this he depones to be truth, as the deponent shall 
answer to God. 
[Docquet appended, that declarant is in sound mind, &c.] 

No. XXXIF.— MEDICAL CERTIFICATE of condition of John 
Smith, on S3d July 1 837. 

That his life was in the greatest danger ; that, although exhausted, 
he was sound and collected in mind^ and that his judicial examination 
was immediately required. Johk Spittal, M.D. 

No. XXXV. — [PoH mcrtem eaamination of body of Jonv Smith, cwi- 
eluding] — A leaden bullet was found lodged in the body of the first 
dorsal vertebra, a little to the right side ; it was flattened on the sur« 
face in contact with the bone, and convex on its nnfiattened surface ; 
it weighed 139 grains. The bullet in its course had completely eut 
the spinal cord across, and the divided portions were only connected 
by a portion of the membraneous covering of the spinal marrow on 
the right side. The above injuries were the cause of the death of John 
Smith.— J. M. Pagan, M. D., W. AuchikgIiOSS, M. A. 

Nos. XXXVI. and XXXr/J— BuUets. 

Nq. XJrxr///--^annister. 

No. XXXIX^^YhAn, m paffe Sh 
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No. XI,.— REPORT on COMBUSTIBLE PACKETS, 
by Dr Corkindale. 
Glasgow, S5th May 1837. — These bales are of a cylindrical shape,, 
about eight inches in lengthy and twelve inches in circumference. 
They both consist of a qusintity of hemp or flax, covered first with 
pieces of blotting paper, and then with rolls of coarse cotton cloth, 
and all tied round with small twine. I found in one of them a stone, 
about half-a-pound weight. I saw another stone, but lighter, which, 
I was told, had been taken out of the other packet. The cotton 
cloth and paper had been steeped in a solution of nitre, which made 
them burn slowly, and without flame, similar to what is called match 
paper. The inside of the cloth was partially spread over with tar, or 
melted pitch. There was seen at the end of one of the packets a 
quantity of granular particles, somewhat in appearance resembling . 
gunpowder. It was found, however, to be only sand, drenched with 
the nitre solution. The whole mass, cloth, blotting-paper, hemp or 
flax, and sand, had been completely soaked in oil of turpentine. It 
was evident that both of these packets had been on fire, as the hemp 
Or flax, the paper, and the cloth, all shewed unequivocal marks of 
combustion. 

The construction of these masses clearly betrays a mischievous 
intent. The stone inclosed in them would give them impulse in 
throwing : and, if they had reached their destination on fire, they 
would have continued to burn slowly and silently, and would have 
been capable of raising fire in any highly combustible matter with 
which they might come in contact.— -James Corkindale, M, D. 

No* XLI. — Packet of combustibles. 

No. XiJJ.— PROCLAMATION OF MAGISTRATES. 

ATROCIOUS MURDER. 

Whereas, on the night of Saturday last, the 22d July current, be« 
tween the hours of 11 and 12 o'clock, John Smith, cotton-spinner, 
while peaceably passing along Clyde Street, Anderston, with his wife, 
on his return to his dwelling-house, was wickedly and maliciously 
FIRED at by an Assassin, armed with a pistol, two balls from which 
entered the body of the said John Smith, and he immediately fell, 
mortally wounded, and is since dead. 

And whereas, there is reason to believe that this murderous 
ASSAULT has been committed by one or other of the Twm-out Cotton 
Spinners, And the master cotton-spinners of Glasgow being de- 
termined to use every means in their power to bring to condign pun- 
ishment the perpetrator of this cold-blooded murder, hereby offer 

A REWARD OF £500 
To any person or persons who will give such information to George 
Salmond, Esq., Procurator. Fiscal, as will lead to the apprehension 
and conviction of the guilty party or his associates. 

Glasgow, 24,th July 1837. P., Mackenzie & Co, Printers. 

No. XL//7.^«-Complaint against Kiddie* 
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PLAN OP LOCALITY. 

STREETS IN GLASGOW. 




]8 
THE LETTERS REFER TO POINTS SPOKEN TO BY THE WITNESSES, 



&SPSBSMCB TO STBEBTS, STO. 



1. Brown Street. 

2. Carrick Street. 

3. Macalpine Street. 

4. Washington Street. 

5. Clyde Street. 

6. Piccadilly Street. 

7. Cheapside Street 

8. Warroch Street 

9. West College Street 



10. Argyle Street 

11. Stobcross Street 

12. Main Street 

13. Bishop Street 

14. \ {Not numbered) Pitt Street and 

15. J Doaglas Street, <# Argyle Street 

16. North Clyde Street 

17. Ferry Stairs, off Broomielaw, to— 

18. Riyer Clyde. 
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ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS ON PUBLIC 
DEMONSTRATIONS. 

Haviko now presented the indictment and* discanion upon it, the criminal 
letters, the documentary eyidence of the pubiie pnMecutor^ and a Plav of streets of 
Glasgow, it remains, hefore entering on the proceedings of 3d January, to recur 
to the public demonstrations with relation to this case. It was again brought 
under the notice of the House of Commons, by Mr D. W. Habvey, M.P.y 
(12th December,) on his presenting a petition, signed by 20,000 inhabitants of 
Glasgow and neighbourhood, and another from Kilmarnock. In supporting these, 
he said that <' AH he wished was, that it should be practically shewn that no mao. 
was to be treated as guilty until he was ascertained to be so by the law of his 
country; and that these persons should be forthwith discharged, or their trial 
accelerated ; or, if not, that ther should be supplied with the means of procuring 
a fair and honest triaL"— Xonefon Dispatchy Mth Dee. The Lord \dvocate 
repeated his explanations, and stated that, were he to enter into details, the public 
mind might be prejudiced ; and that additional delay became proper, in consequence 
of his receiying important additional evidence, immediately prior to the adjourned 
day of trial. Mr 0*Cokncll remarked, that a horrible assassination of a cotton 
spinner had been perpetrated, and that no actiyity to disooyer tlie murderers had 
been displayed by those who had shewn great activity in their other operations. 

By the law of Scotland, a person, when charged with an ofliKiee, undergoes a 
judicial ejumination, if he choose to answer questions. The document is called 
his deelarniion. Fifteen days before trial, he must be served with an indietmenty 
or oriminal letters, containing an accurate and minute narrative of the way and 
manner in which, and when, the offence is said to have been committed* The 
names and designations (desciiptiona) of the prosecutor's whole witnesses are added* 
in order that the solicitor of the accused may precognosce them ; and the solicitor 
has access to the declaration, which generally forms an important piece of evidence. 
In the present instance, seventy-six (now ninety-one) witnesses were cited. Thes» 
fell to be selected from numerous others, who, of course, had to be sought out and 
examined after August 1st, in the course of the preparatory investigation {preeog* 
niium) by the Fiscal before the Sheriff. There was a Circuit Court held at Glai» 
gow in September ; but such an investigation could not have been completed in 
time ; and, besides, from the excitement in Glasgow, the prisoners would surely 
have preferred an Edinburgh jury. Thefirstandseconddaysof thesittingof theHigh 
Court (Friday and Saturday, 10th and 11th Nov.) were appropriated.* A list of 
fifty witnesses for the prisonei^ was lodged with the clerk of Court only the night 
before ; so that, as the prosecutor had not an opportunity of precognoscing or mak- 
ing inquiries regarding them, the prisoners would then have proceeded to trial at 
an advantage. Friday, however, was occupied in objections by the prisoners, to the 
effect that the indictment was not sufficiently specific. Had the objections been 
sustained, fresh lettebs would have been issued; but, although the objections were 
repelled, fresh letters, as it has been shewn, were issued ; and the circumstance 
of obtaining additional information relative to a case of this description, in which 
the operatives have so interested themselves, is certainly a sufficient reason for some 
additional delay, in order to attain the ends of truth and justice. The power of delay 
(and oppression ?) is misconceived to be greater in Scotland than in England. Com- 
pare the provisions of the Habeas Corpus Act, 31 Charles II., with the power in 
Scotland conferred by act W. U M., 1701, c 6. 

At the same time, it is impossible, and would be unpardonable) to overlook the 
hardship where, by possibility, innocent persons are enduring this protracted 
imprisonment in the face of the spirit of the law, that a man shall be held asinno- 
cent till found guilty. This arises from the misfortune of a probable cause, on 
due inquiry, being found against them. Then, the security of the person, and some 
prJaon discipline, are indispensable ; much privation is the consequence ; and the 
requirementf of the existing law, and other detailed circumstances^ account for the 
delay. 

• Other cases were (as. is usual) set down for the 10th, to provide ftr the oeoupsney of such 
time on that or next day, as by contingency shoiOd not be occupied with this tiial. 
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But another ground of com]/Iaint is the want of ^' means of procuring a &ir and 
honest trial." This surely is unfounded, since it is acknowledged that £1000 
have been received in contributions for the purposes of the defence. This is a 
sum perhaps greater than has been spent in defending all the criminal trials that 
have occurred in Scotland during the last twelve months; and it will not be 
supposed that those trials have not been fair and honest. Other cases have been 
already referred to. In one of them, the prisoners (in custody since 23d July) 
were tried and acquitted, at no expense to themselves, on 27th December. In 
the other, the third indictment (necessary from accidental circumstances) has 
not yet (2d January) been served. 

But by some, no abuse of the present proceedings has been spared. The new 
chairman of the cotton-spinners, in his introduction to the pamphlet called <* The 
Rights of Labour defended, or the Trial,** &&, says that << Everything was done 
by those in power, who committed the brutal assault, to pervert facts, and preju- 
dice public opinion against their victims, through the means of the press, till 
public indignation was raised to its highest pitch.** It is a pity that the Preses 
should imbibe such notions, and, greater still, that the appetite of the working 
classes should be fed with anything importing such groundless cause of mistrust 
in the public authorities. It is with this feeling, and as a friend to the working 
classes, that these additional remarks are here urged. It is, by some styled 
friends of the prisoners, publicly objected that they cannot have a fair trial 
under the Scottish institutions, or by a jury not their peers-^that is, (accord, 
ing to their interpretation,) not composed entirely of the labouring classes ; 
and it was announced, by a gentleman at a public meeting at Edinburgh, that he 
w.<is present during the discussion of 10th November, which, to him — a barrister, 
who had had a highly distinguished practice — appeared a ridiculous farce, got up 
for the' five hours* entertainment of five Whig lawyers on the one side, and five 
Tory lawyers on the other ; having five judges (whom he satirized) placed on a 
bench as umpires ; and five honest, innocent men secured below, whose liberties 
and lives were tlius sported with, as the subject of the entertainment. The effect 
of such remarks upon the minds of the working classes must be powerful ; and 
what could JVIr 0*Conneir8 panacea of a constable to preside over the meeting 
do for this ? Verily, a few common-sense remarks by a neivspaper reporter, put 
into the hands of those who listen to such statements, would be more serviceable. 
Although thebarristeralieadyalludedtodrew contrasts to the disadvantage of Scotch 
procedure, and particularly with reference to the precognition, or, as he delighted to 
call it, the inquisition, any comparison between the English and Scottish legal insti. 
tutions need not here be indulged in. Anomalies, no doubt, exist in both. But what 
could be the advantage to the ends of justice in having the preparatory investigation- 
made public, as by reporting the evidence led before the Grand Jury in England^ or, 
what would be akin to it in Scotland, by publishing the precognitions when re- 
ported to the law officers of the Crown ? Such a course might afford $(nne pre- 
text for saying that, before the trial, those in power *< prejudiced public opinion.*' 
But every effort to administer justice must necessarily fall short of perfect cor- 
rectness, from defects of evidence — from the infirmity of judges — from the wrong 
biases of human opinion — from errors in reasoning — from ignorance^ and passion, 
and prejudice, independently of all intentional wrong, or corrupt motives, or 
malice, or dishonesty, or deliberate baseness. If crimes are to be tried and 
punished, if rights are to be enforced and wrongs redressed, there must be judi- 
cial tribunals ; and similar proceedings to the present would have been adopted 
under any government and in any part of the empire. 

The writer has endeavoured, as every one ought, to avoid every remark which 
may not be applicable, whatever may be the result. He sincerely hopes the 
prisoners will e&tablish their innocence. But, whether their present condition 
has arisen from their misfortune or their imprudence, or from crime arising 
out of grievous disappointment at the result of their deplorable miscalculations 
and consequent agony of mind, as office-bearers and directors, and so the onerous 
arbiters of the welfare of thousands — or even if they be the deliberate, cold-blooded 
criminals which the Criminal Letter? set them forth to be— they are still objects 
of our sympathy or compassion. 
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THE TRIAL. 



« 

HIGH COURT OF JUSTICIARY, 

# 

Edinburgh, Wednesday, Sd January 1838. 

Bench, J 
Lord Jcjstioe-Clebk. I Lord Moncriepf« 



Lord Mackenzie. | Lord Cockburn. 

The public prosecutors, counsel, agents, and prisoners in their 
places as on the first day. 

The prisoners were put to the bar, and seemed undaunted. Hun* 
ter is slender and tall, having a high, full forehead, and a countenance 
remarkably expressive of firmness and concentrated thought ; Hacket 
has a strong, thickset person, and a brisk countenance, lighted up by 
dark sparkling eyes ; M'Niel is full and fair^ and has rather a plackd 
expression of countenance ; Gibb is of diminutive stature, and h^ 
an inquiring, sedate look ; and M'liean, who is youngest, is probably 
the least reserved and thoughtful,* and presents the appearance of a 
soft lad, though good-looking. 

The Criminal Letters being read, and the prisoners called on, seve- 
rally pled — *' Not Guilty, my Lord." 

Mr D. M'Nejil stated that there were serious objections to the 
relevancy. Aftfer the general narrative, there are charges of three 
conspiracies — one in April, one in May, and one in June. These are 
different, and the one is completed, generally, before the other is 
formed. The Jirst conspiracy is to use violence against operatives. 
The second is, that, in May, certain persons in an apartment con- 
spired to set fire to Hussey's Mill, not to do violence to persons, &c. 
The third, of June, is introduced with an additional narrative, and is 
more general in stating its objects than the others, but is followed up 
by an enumeration of seven acts. The first conspiracy of the majors 
is to effect objects ; the second, to commit certain acts. But when I 
proceed to the minors, I do not not know which of these majors applies 
to the first, second, or third conspiracy. Is that of April under the 
first or under the second major ? Is there any minor that exhausts 
the first major and is covered by it ? If not, why is there this major ? 
Under the second major, all the acts are charged ; but, under this ma- 
jor, the prisoners and your Lordships do not know what the punish- 
ment would be applicable to those acts. A prisoner must know by the 
major the effect of a conviction. Take the second conspiracy — it is to 
set fire to Hussey's Mill; but the charge goes on to say that the 
attempt was made. Does the major cover this attempt, as well as 
the conspiracy to make this attempt. Can there be a conviction for 
attempting to raise fire ? 

The Court and the Solicitor-General explained that there was 
no intention to demand this. 
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Mr M'Nbill said he was satisfied. Then as to the murder. Sap- 
posing there had heen a major and a minor for murder^ it would have 
heen competent to prove it as set forth in the first description of the 
murder. But^ if the prosecutor prove that it was committed in the 
second way described^ it is a different way. In the firsts the prisoners 
are said to have themselves committed it. He cannot do this^ and 
then say^ as also^ the murder was committed in another way, as by 
hiring, &c. This is inconsistent. It might be stated alternatively, 
as done the one way OR the other. Refer to the words of the crimi- 
nal letters, introducing the murder in the two several ways. 
There are other objections. The essence is to raise and keep up 
wages. Every act must be within this. It would not do to say the 
prisoners burned a mill, unless it be charged that the object of doing 
so was so to raise and keep up wages. But is this within the first 
act charged ? 

Lord MoNORiEFF.<^Look to the narrative introducing the first 
charge. 

Mr M'Nbill. — The particular conspiracy described in the first 
charge ia net previously set forth. The charge is not that the Asso- 
ciation did, or that, in pursuance of any resolution, did so and so. The 
act is, that certain persons, named, did so and so ; and the same remark 
applies to the next charge. Then, as to the details of the first act, 
the purposes of appointing Guards, members of the Association, are 
limited ; but the charge goes on to say that one or more of those Guards 
(not, it may be, members of the Association, and not, it may be, appointed 
by the Guards) and disorderly persons, did certain things. Now, this 
goes beyond the purposes of appointing, and powers of the Guard with 
which the prisoners have nothing to do, and as to which they cannot 
be put upon trial. 

Lord Justice-Clerk, after consulting the other judges, stated that 
they had no great difiiculty on the criticisms generally ; but they 
wished to hear the Solicitor-General on the objection as to the copu- 
lative charges of murder. 

The Solicitor-General.-— There is a charge of murder connected 
with the illegal conspiracy. We thought this right with reference to 
the charge of murder, which is not put alternatively, as in the former 
indictment. There is no such inconsistency as that both modes of charg- 
ing may not be true. The two are, in fact, the same. Charging 
the whole, actors or actor, or art and part, is not inconsistent with 
M'Lean alone committing the act. The species facti is the same in 
each charge. What more is done with the ^' As also" than throwing the 
charge directly upon the five pannels, independently of the Secret 
Select Committee of an illegal Association ? There might have been 
difficulty if the Prosecutor had put his charges inconsistently, with 
one another ; but this is not the case. 

Mr Robertson. — Observe, 1st, the Secret Committee and prisoners 
engaged M'Lean to shoot, &c., and offered him rewards. Take this 
minor as it stands ; it is a murder committed by M'Lean alone, so 
selected by the Committee and the prisoners. Under this, it could 
not be proved that Hunter or any other committed the act» Hacket 

c2 
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could not do the act of murder if he hired M'Lean^ and M'Lean by 
that hiring^ did it. Look to the other fntnor-»that the prisoners, 
members of the Association, conspired together — not the Committee, 
but all and each of the prisoners, provided themselves with a pistol, 
&c. These are inconsistent. Why are the introductory words — Ob 
OTHERWISE ? As ALSO — is very different. It may introduce charges, 
1st, that I murdered Smith by shooting him in Glasgow on one day ; 
and, 2d, that 1 murdered him by knocking him down with a bludgeon 
next day in Edinburgh. 

The Solicitor-General. — Do my learned friends admit that the 
charge, as first set forth, would fall under the fourth major? If so, 
we will pass from the last mode of setting forth the charge, begin- 
ning As ALSO. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — I am decidedly of opinion that there is a 
clear charge of murder contained in the first mode of setting forth 
the murder, directed against the whole prisoners. Otherwise, I would 
have stated my opinion that the charges are alternative, and so could 
not go together to the jury as they stand. 

Lord M'Kenzie. — I am not disposed to go the length of Mr 
M'Neill; but the prosecutor withdraws the second charge of the 
murder, and I am clear that the first of those charges is one of mur- 
der against the whole. 

Lords Moncrieff and Cockburn concurred — Lord Cockburn re- 
marking that it was new to hear a construction of the words As also 
to mean Or otherwise. 

The last general charge, in so far as the murder is concerned, was 
then withdrawn, and the first twelve charges were found relevant. 

Lord Iustice-Clerk. — There must be no publication until the 
trial be finished, otherwise the Court will know how to proceed. 

The charge of murder found relevant is — '^ Likeas, (12th,) The 
Secret Committee and the first four prisoners, all and each, or one • 
or more of them, members of the unlawful Association, parties to the 
illegal conspiracy, and to the appointment of the Secret Select or 
Secret Committee, hired M'Lean to shoot a spinner ; and offered and 
engaged to^pay M'Lean £20, or other reward, to induce him to do 
so ; and this to cause terror among operatives, and to deter them 
from taking work on the masters' terms, or terms dififerent from those 
dictated by the Association ; and M'Lean, being so induced and hired, 
and being furnished with implements, proceeded, in fulfilment of that 
object and design of the Secret Select or Secret Committee, and of 
the other prisoners, and committed the murder. 

Jury. 
Several balloted were challenged for the prisoners. Those em- 
pannelled were — Smith Ferguson, silk-mercer ; John Ritchie, mer- 
chant ; David Redpath, confectioner ; Matthew Frier, baker ; George 
Oxley, hatter ; Jonn Clark, grocer ; Thomas Stevenson, brushmaker— - 
all in Edinburgh ; William Smith, agent, Leith ; Henry Lediard, 
Viewfield Cottage ; Robert Martin, grocer. East Calder ; Alexander 
Stoddart, farmer^ Ingliston Mains ; William Burton, wright, CoUin- 
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xton; John Graham, farmer. East Whitburn; Robert White, meal- 
dealer, Bathgate ; George Bain, merchant, Donbar. 



Witnesses for the Crown. 

George Salmond, Procurator- Fiscal, and Walter Moir> Sheriff-Sub- 
stitute, proved the emission of the declarations freely and voluntarily ; 
and swore, also, to Smith's declaration being emitted while quite col- 
lected, and aware that he was dying. — (See No. XXXIII., p. 28.) 

It was admitted that the articles referred to in the declarations 
are those libelled and produced. 

Mr Salmond (again called) was present when the prisoners (except 
M'Lean) were apprehended in Smith's, Black Boy Close, Gallowgate. 
Was accompanied by Sheriff Alison, Mr Nish, Mr Miller of the Police, 
and a number of policemen. There were a number of people about 
the door. The Sheriff and Nish went first Up the stair ; but seemed 
at a loss to find the door. Witness the first that entered. Found 
Hunter sitting at the head of the table. Asked if he was President ? 
—Yes. Hacket at one side at other end. Gibb asleep, or lying on 
something like a sofa. M'Niel was brought into same room. His 
wife was at the door. There might be six or seven more in the room. 
Does not remember the names ; but, afterwards, they were all under- 
stood to be members of Committee. All in that and another 
smaller room were apprehended. In the smaller room, £19, or 
80, taken from Hacket, which, he said, belonged to the Association* 
The money was claimed by, and delivered up afterwards to 
John Trotter, on the part of the Association. On a table in 
the small room, found some papers and a book. The book was 
claimed by Hacket. There was a safe standing in the larger 
room, which was locked. Thinks Hacket gave the key, and it 
was opened. There were some books within, and there was a 
lockfast place within, requiring three keys to open it. Got one 
key from Hacket, who said he did not know who had the other two. 
It was then forced open. Found within, a minute, with seal and sig- 
natures attached. Saw other books in the rooms. Identifies Nos. I., 
II., III., v., VI., VII., and VIII. of the inventory ; also No. XXXII., 
of which there were several copies. Remembers of hearing of an out- 
rage upon Donaghey's house, about noon of the 1st of July. Went to 
the spot, and took precognition. Ordered search for M'Caffle, or Cohill^ 
Riddle, and M'Manus, which was unsuccessful. Reported the precog- 
nition to the Crown agent, and these persons were indicted for trial 
at Glasgow circuit. Identifies indictment against them, relating to 
this matter. Was in court when they were outlawed. Got informa- 
tion as to these individuals within the last month, and sent to Man- 
chester. Got one of them apprehended there; and he is now in Glasgow 
jail, for trial for this offence. Has seen the indictment against him. 
Remembers receiving information as to an attempt on Wood's mill ; 
and went and saw canisters. Took precognition. Raised criminal 
charge under (Hume's) act 1835. Person found guilty. Mr Gemmel 
attended the diets, as agent for that person. After he was found 
guilty, Mr Gemmel requested delay in pronouncing sentence, and 
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tiiat lie would use his ihfluenoe with the committee of the associated 
spinners to prevent repetition of such molestations* The cause was^ in 
consequence, delayed from day to day. The Sheriff was present. In con- 
sequence of this, witness remarked a gradual diminution of the num- 
bers of spinners who surrounded the factories, particularly at one 
factory^ which he had occasion to pass daily. Knows John Shei'iff, 
shopman to Mr M'Dougal. Inquired at him about bullets, and got 
two like No. XXXVII. from him shortly after Smith had been shot, 
and gave them to Drs Pagan and Auchincloss. Grot bullets like 
X^XVI. from them, along with their report. 

Anthonit NisR, messenger. at>arms, also swore to the taking of the 
prisoners' declarations. Accompanied last witness, Sec. at the appre- 
hension of the prisoners, except M'Lean. Saw the j£19, books, and 
papers found. Got key of safe from Hacket. Box within, with three 
locks. Got one key from Hacket, who said he did not know who had 
the others. Identifies the articles found there, Nos. J ., IL, I1I», V., VI., 
VII., and VIII. Remembers being instructed by Mr Salmond, to 
search for Thomas Riddle, but failed. Searched also for M'Manus, 
&c., unsuccessfully. 

Alexander Cunningham, Sheriff-Officer. — Searched Racket's house. 
Found letters there. Identifies Nos. IX., X., XI., XII. 

The Lord Advocate — Stated that great difficulty had Occurred in ob- 
taining persons to come forward, and that assurance was necessarily 
' given of safety, which his Lordship trusted would be repeated by the 
Court. 

Mr D. M'Neill,— Let us know what was done. 

The Lord Advocate.— "Protection both before and after trial. 

James Moat being tendered as a witness — 

Mr Anderson — We object to this witness^ that rewards were 
offered, one by the Sheriff, and one by Her Majesty. (Reads No. 
XLII.) The other reward, money and pardon, is offered by Lord 
Russell^ to such as shall give information and evidence which shall 
lead to the discovery of the guilty party. (Cases were referred to.) 
The reward is not to be paid unless the evidence given shall lead to a 
conviction. This, therefore, is clearly a reward for giving evidence, 
and evidence too of a particular kind* What is the effect of this 
reward ? There has been a newspaper controversy as to the respective 
merits of various claims for this reward, which we shall prove ; and we 
have put in the newspapers. 

The Solicitor-General. — 'The objection occurs to the whole of the 
witnesses, if it all — ^those already examined, as well as those to be 
examined. The objection can only apply to the murder ; and we may 
examine the witness as to many other things. The objection should 
not be stated hoc statu ; but the judgment may now be taken. It may 
affect the credibility, but not the admissibility of a witness, that he has 
had the promise of a reward. He then referred to Alison's work, and 
the various cases and authorities mentioned by him. 

The Lord Advocate spoke as to the fact of the witnesses being 
reluctant, not eager, to give evidence. 

Mr RoB£RTsoN.«*«-That is not before us* Neither is it an answer to 
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This is not a reward offered under a statute. At the time that eri" 
dence is giving^ the witness is earning the reward. This is not the 
reward becoming due upon conviction being pronounced. 

Lord Monorikff.- — It is payable on information and evidence. The 
meaning is^ that information alone won't entitle «the witness to the 
reward^ unless he support his information by evidence. 

Lord Mackenzie.— -There is a clear distinction between a publio 
offer of reward^ like this^ for giving evidence, and a bribe to swear 
to falsehoods. 

Lord Moncrieff. — I am of the same opinion. The law of Scotland 
is very jealous of any person who has an interest to speak in one way 
in preference to the other ; but the statute and law would be absurd if 
they applied to the matter before us. We here conclude that the dis- 
covery must be communicated in the first instance. Much is said as 
to giving evidence ; but I cannot draw a distinction between this and 
a case where the reward is made payable^ generally^ on conviction ; 
for the interest in the witness in that case is the same as if the re- 
ward were payable for giving evidence to lead to a conviction. The 
prisoners' counsel^ to give effect to their objection^ would go the 
length of admitting that^ after this reward^ no trial or conviction what- 
ever could follow the crime. 

Lord Cookburn concurred^ and said^ he thought the objection was 
by no means an open one^ by the previous authorities on the point in * 
Scotland. Public justice requires a proceeding like this^ and that it 
shall not be an objection. The reward is for speaking truth. 

Lord Justioe-Clbrk. — The credibility is a matter for the jury. 
It would be a dangerous precedent to sustain an objection like this. 

James Moat^ operative cotton-spinner, was a member of the Asso- 
ciation upwards of twenty years. So in 1833-3 ; Association divided 
into three districts ; each returned four men as a committee. Presi* 
dent elected— ^cannot tell how. He nominated three to be a Secret 
Committee. The remaining nine were all sworn not to tell who the 
Secret Committee were. In 1837^ a new method^ different a little^ 
was proposed. Heard this at a Supply Committee. The delegates 
were enjoined to bring in one name from each shop^ which names 
were to be put in a hat^ and the Secret Committee were to be drawn 
therefrom^ as he understood^ by some of the Supply Committee. Re^ 
collects of one Cairney being burnt with vitriol about ldl39j.or 1^93. 
Wasj some months after that action was done^ elected a "member 
of the Finance Committee. Recollects that the wholel Committee 
were against such measures^ and enjoined the District Committees 
not to countenance such measures ; and that those who had been 
guilty were receiving their aliment^ not as a rights but for '' God's 
sake ;" but the sums they received were as aliment for those 
deeds^ and amounted to 19s. weekly; and the aliment then^given 
was always for some work done. If a strike was brought to a 
olose^ and members were then refused re-employment^ these were 
put on aliment<^the unmarried^ 10s.; and the married^ 19s. Re- 
Bieml^erB Miller uid Kean receiving such alim^nt^ as he understood^ 
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for the burning of the young man with vitriol. This was the under** 
standing of the Committee ; but the aliment was continued^ as already 
mentioned^ under the salvo of being '^ for God sake/' Was a member 
of the Supply Committee at last strike. These merged into the Fi- 
nance Committee.. Witness was reluctant that a strike should take 
place. In bad health — and did not attend regularly. Understood, 
however, that a Guard-Committee were appointed at the commence- 
ment. Understood that they were to manage the Guards placed on « 
the different mills. John Trotter, and another of the Guard Com- 
mittee, were known as such by the witness. Never, however, saw 
them acting as such. The design of the Guards, from invariable prac- 
tice, is to reason with those who worked during a strike, and, if occa« 
sion required, to intimidate and threaten them, so as to induce them 
to desist. These men were called nebs. If members did not iiilfil 
what was conceived to be a duty, they were subjected to fines. One 
such duty was to act as Guards, if required. The members of 
the Supply Committee were Angus Campbell, M'Niely Monro, 
Greenhill, M'Caffer, Sideserff, Hunter, Gibb ; Hacket and Bunyan 
were members of the Finance Committee, which merged into 
the Supply Committee. Henry Dunn was also a member of 
this Committee. Identifies letter No. VIII. It is the stamp of the 
Committee on it. Cannot say that it is M'Niel's signature adhibited^ 
or that' the document is in his handwriting. Hunter, President of the 
Supply. Were 1 to answer as to Hacket, I would say he was every- 
thing — he acted in all capacities. M'Niel was Secretary. Gibb 
officiated as Assistant Secretary. Cash kept by Hacket and Bunyan. 
Thinks M'Lean was a member of the society. Remembers of the ap- 
pointment of a Secret Committee after this, and six or seven weeks after 
the strike of April. Recollects the meeting in June on Green. This 
second committee was appointed the same night. The object of that 
meeting was to get relief for all operatives of Glasgow. Was at a 
Supply-Committee that night, and also of Select Delegates of the As- 
sociation. About forty men in Black Boy Close. The delegates had 
been called from every shop by the Supply Committee. Gibb was in 
the chair, and Hunter introduced the subject of appointing Secret 
Committee. His language was ambiguous, and he used what I call 
sophistry; but his object was to shew that some more efficient means were 
necessary, for attaining the obj ects of the Association. He did not come 
to the point, nor mention a Secret Committee. John Davies moved that 
a Secret Committee should be put into existence. This motion was 
seconded. It was carried nearly unanimously. M'Gown opposed it, and 
said that he would have nothing to do with it, being disgracefuL Wit- 
ness opposed it upon one ground, that it might raise a suspicion in 
the minds of the masters which would make them more determined. 
All that had been any time in the trade and Association knew the 
object. Its chief design was to destroy life and property, according 
to the understanding and belief of witness at the time. Witness also 
stated as an argument, that by this Committee they could not im- 
prove the position of their affairs. One objection by witness was, that 
the people's knowledge of their natural rights was such, the blame of 
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any act would fall on the Association. Leish answered this part of hiiT 
argument. Witness did not argue on the ground of injustice, but on 
that of inexpediency ; the former argument would have been laughed 
at. Had a conversation with M'Niel on the way home^ urging and 
repeating his objections^ and M'Niel replied to him^ referring to the 
bad conduct of Mr Arthur^ manager of the Adelphi Mill, as justifying 
any measure resorted to by the Association^ and he said that Neil 
Thomson^ the proprietor of that mill^ had left the country from fear 
of the spinners. The Adelphi had struck work. M'Niel inferred that 
the purposes of the Association would be gained by intimidation^ as 
other masters would follow this example of leaving the country^ or 
yield. Saw Gibb weeks after this meetings and he said he understood 
that witness had left the Committee^ as it would be no go, meaning 
that the strike would not succeed. Witness acquiesced ; and said 
he would have nothing to do with the affairs so long as a Secret Com- 
mittee was in existence. Gibb said^ There is nothing done yet. Wit- 
ness said^ It is for the want of funds ; and Gibb said it was^ and that 
he had been against such a measure^ but would now be one of the 
Secret Committee, considering how the Association had been used by 
the masters. This was some time before Smith's murder. Knows 
M'Lean. Hacket was in England at the time of the meeting. M'Niel 
was present. Uncertain if Sideserff was present^ but thinks Smeal^ 
Dunn^ Campbell^ Walker^ Gallocher^ Greenhill, Monro, &c. were. 
M'Niel has not been long (two or three years) a member. Hunter 
and Hacket were for many years. Gibb eight or nine years. When 
a member went from one mill to another^ a line was furnished by the 
shop to the meetings bearing whether he had paid up. ' This line was 
signed by three men of the same particular shop or work. Is shewn 
No. XXIII. It is signed by the first four prisoners. This is not an 
ordinary Free Line of which he spoke. It has a black stamp. It is 
the usual stamp. (Reads it.) It is an exception. It is not from a shop> 
but from the Association. When a person was going to leave the 
country, sometimes the Association signed the line put in by the three 
members of the same shop. Identifies No. III., Debt Book. M'Lean 
is there' entered 7s. 8d. in debt in 1835; again^ he is inserted 13s. 8d.^ 
which witness understands to be debt. In 1836, January 9, 13s. 9d. ; 
February 13^ he is entered as having left the place where he con- 
tracted that debt — that is^ No. 19> which refers to his mill. The 
column is headed Debt. It is in that column that he finds 13s. 9d. ; 
and he understands certainly that that implies M'Lean was so much in 
debt. Identifies No. VI. Knows it is in Gibb's handwriting. Reads 
the minute in it of 16th June 1837. The line in favour of M'Lean 
witness would understand was by the Secret Committee. Shewn No. 
v.. Outlay. It was used in the Supply Committee. It was kept often 
b}' Munro. Sees this entry, ^' Expenses with Nobs, £19." Date 
blank. Can't tell the date. The mills were known by numbers. 
This expense might be incurred by going and drinking with and rea- 
soning, or by maltreating the nobs — ^no otherways. Sees Nos. XIII. 
and XiV. They are Income and Expenditure. Knows IV.^ Aliment 
Book, kept by M'NieL Has seen him writing in it frequently. 
Cro98-exam%ned by Mr D. M'Nbill.— Was at the meeting on the 



Digiti 



zed by Google 






42 

Oreea> and heard Dr Taylor. Went from that to the Supply Com* 
mittee meetings about eight o'clock. Walked home with M'Niel^ 
perhapi before twelve. Thinks it was a Monday. Davies of Boggle's> 
moved the appointment. It was opposed by M'Gown. He is not 
a clear^ distinct speaker. The discussion was in the Committee^ the 
large room. It is used as a kitchen through the day. Ross of Som- 
merville's was present. Kean and others got aliment* with reference 
to the burning with vitrioL Knows that a person was charged and 
acquitted. When the last strike took place^ M'Donaid was a mem- 
ber. Can't say where he was workings but thinks he worked at 
Humphrey's. Has been a considerable time confined^ both in Glas- 
gow and in Edinburgh JaiL Murdoch^ Christie^ Moat^ and Thor- 
burn^ all in the same room. All kept there for protection^ and for no 
offence. 

The Court adjourned at half-past seven o'clock, p.m. — causing this 
witness to be detained separately from others, and the jury to be 
lodged in hotels in charge of Macers of Court. 



Thursday, ith January, 

Jamks Mu]u>ooh> cotton-spinner.-*-Some time in Renfrewshire ; en- 
tered Association in 1816. This was when he went to Hussey's Mill. 
Could not remain there unless he had joined the Association. As- 
sociation was not then so general, and he was told that, unless he 
entered and joined it, he would be put out of the work ; and was 
afraid that, by the influence the men supposed they possessed, 
they would make his life uncomfortable. Witness had a brother^* 
in-law in that work, which induced witness to prefer it. Took an oath 
in two branches-^one of secrecy of the taking of the oath, after ex- 
plaining the good to flow from the oath ; the second branch was ad- 
ministered, to abide by resolutions of majority, in all cases, and to 
keep secret the proceedings. A Bible was used, by being placed on 
the occasion, in the right oxter (arm-pit.) A word was given— ~ 
Ashdod, from Isaiah xx. 1. Signs also used for recognition to the 
Brethren. An addition was made in 182S> in the word and oath 
-^Armageddon, from Revelations xvi. Id. The oath was more vicious 
in its nature, introducing something about punishment and abhor- 
rence of nobs. Understands a nob to be a man who enters at a 
reduction of wages during a strike, or, what is a greater offence, 
by revealing the names of the Secret Committee, or speaking to 
any man who reveals the Secret Committee. Had not been pre- 
sent at an oath for nine or ten years, since after a third was intro- 
duced, and that oath was much worse than either of the former. It 
contained something about masters, not in the prior ones. Was ap- 
pointed a Member of a Secret Committee in 181R. Mr Dunlop's 
Broomward Factory, had been started and filled with women, and the 
object of the Secret Committee of three, then appointed, was to get 
them put out, and they had a power independent of any control from 
the body of the Association. A man's nama was taken f^om eaoh shop 
or facUnry* One of the Finance Committed then went round with a 
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hat^ and lifted these names from the DelegateSj and put them in his 
pocket. The Secret Select Committee was then considered on, it 
heing understood that the three were chosen hy the Finance^ or 
otherwise^ so that the trade should not know who they were ; 
and the three had the fuU power of the whole money. The duty 
of this Committee at that time was to put out the women. The 
first attempt was to set fire to the mill. Knows this from the 
public newspapers^ and the entries in the schedules of money ex- 
pended, handed round with the receipts every fortnight. It was in- 
serted '^ Colliery/' which was a term perfectly well known by the 
whole Association^ and witness understood it to be money paid for 
attempting to burn the factory ; but it is a word which then for some 
years implied mischief generally. The object of the Committee at 
that time failed. Several other acts of violence to person and pro- 
perty were committed by that same Committee before another was 
elected. * Two men were sent to America at the expense of the trade, 
whom witness understood had been guilty of taking a widow's life, of 
the, name of MTherson^ whose daughter had been working at that 
mill, and the members understood that the mother was the victim in- 
stead of the daughter, by mistake. This might be in 1820 or 1821. 
Patten Dunlop and Barnard M'Kerry, members, were the two men 
sent to America. Their names^ and money paid them for emigration, 
were in the schedule, which was the source of witness' knowledge. 
There was no other reason assigned ; and believed that they were sent 
abroad as the murderers. There was one M'Quarry shot at and wounded 
in 1820. Recollects of three different payments for Colliery ; made one 
to Andrew Durrock, and Owen Killocber, and Stephen Campbell, for 
shooting at M'Quarry^ a nob* Killocher was afterwards transported for 
shooting John Orr at Paisley. Campbell remains at Brigton or there- 
by. In the schedules saw entries ifi sums paid in name '' Barr Strike 
Collieries"'^Barr being the name of the proprietor of a mill then in 
strike. The individuals' names were not entered. Was an eye. witness 
to shooting M'Quarry. Campbell fired. Thomas Lochrie and James 
Easdon were also present^ and Durrock, and Killocher, and M'Connel. 
This was on the Green of Glasgow. Met Lochrie in Brigton, who told 
him that an attack was to be made on Barr's Mill at its " skaiHng" — 
(closing or dismissing for the day.) Found several spinners were in 
a hollow in the Green. The nobs came from their work, and two 
brothers named Carr, and M'Quarry, went through the Green by the 
Monument. Durrock walked a few steps across the Green, and fired 
a pistol at the Carrs. Shot did not take effect. Campbell then fired at 
M'Quarry with a pistol. He was wounded. Did not anticipate this 
scene, though he expected a disturbance. Had no reasons to believe 
that the others did more. There was no trial. Witness gave no 
information, because he was afraid of similar consequences. Campbell 
was a member. £800 of reward was offered on account of these and 
several other aeeaults which had taken place. 

Objection taken for the prisoners to a question—- what Campbell said as 
to receiving payment-^inrespeot.that the best evidence must be brought 
• — Campbell's own evidence^or the person's who paid or saw him paid. 
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The Lord Jnstice-Clerk and Lord Mackenzie were for sustaining tlie 
objection ; but Lords Moncrieff and Cockburn thought the question 
admissible, after the evidence on the subject already given ; but recom- 
mended that the question be withdrawn. It was so. 

Witness recaUed. — Remembers the shooting of John tiraham. 
After this^ witness was a member of the Select Committee ; but it 
then acted openly on account of dispute which had taken place in the 
trade about the shooting, it being resolved that stich a measure should 
not again be repeated or authorized. Kean was the person who fired 
the shot. He was whipped through the streets of Glasgow, and banished. 
Daniel Orr had made claims on the Committee, and a reference was 
made to five, to consider his claim. Witness one. His claim was, that he 
had been hired, with Kean and RafFerty, and another man, to shoot at 
Graham. His claim was £90. Referees ordered him to produce a 
witness to prove his hiring, and he produced Thomas Paterson, and 
the referees were satisfied, and awarded the sum. After Kean's trials 
12s. weekly for 18 months were paid his wife. Rafferty's wife got the 
same. JHe was convicted, sent to Bridewell, and then, by the Associa- 
tion, sent to America. Knew these things as a member of Committee. 
The expenses of Kean's trial were paid by the Association. This was 
in 1825, or early in 1826. Remembers a meeting of the Association after 
this, to deny the charges that the Association had anything to do with 
these crimes. Two reporters were brought to report the speeches, 
which were reported in the newspapers. Thomas Paterson, already 
mentioned, spoke, denying any participation in the Association ; but 
this meeting was before Orr's claim. Remembers one M'Dead. He 
was not convicted or tried, so far as witness knows ; but he was paid 
£4 : 16s., he thinks, for maltreating Margaret Banks in 1825 or 1826, 
because she was a nob. Witness a member of Committee for two 
months. No change in mode of appointment. Has not been a mem- 
ber of Committee of late. Remembers Walker, a member, tried for 
shooting at Brown in 1827. Was present at a private consultation, 
before his trial, at a shop meeting, Hussey's, with members, as to his 
defence. It was proposed to get men to swear that Brown had him- 
self hired persons to shoot at his house. It was not known then that 
Walker would plead guilty. Knew that the proposal as to men swearing 
so would be falsely. Walker pled guilty, and was banished. Remembers 
Cairney, who had been nobbing, getting one of his eyes burned out with 
vitriol. There was a trial. Peter Mellen was tried forthis, and acquitted. 
Saw schedules at that time of pa3rment of aliment to four men, James 
M'Donald one, for this burning, for being impeached with that action. 
M'Donald was not tried for it, because he fied on account of that busi- 
ness to Catrine Works. Knows Hunter to have been a member 
eighteen years; Hacket, twelve years; M'Niel nine years; Gibb, 
twelve ; and M'Lean ten or twelve. There was a strike last April. 
Applied then for aliment. There was a Supply Committee — Hunter 
President ; Hacket, Treasurer ; M'Niel and Gibb^ members of Com- 
mittee ; but does not know if they held any office. M'Lean a member of 
Association, but not a member of Committee ; but has seen him in the 
Committee rooms calling on Hacket. Witness was at no meetings after 
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that strike. Witness went to tbe rooms to apply for aliment^ as others 
were getting it. I'hia in July; had received none previously. Did not get 
any till August. Members clear of debt get free lines from three persons 
free from debt in the applicant's factory. The office-bearer^ have no au- 
thority to give certificates. It must proceed from the factory. Sees No. 
XX] II. Knows the stamp. Does not know the handwriting. It is not in 
usual form^ and witness never saw such line given^ unless where the per- 
son has done something for the Association which compels him to go 
away ; and such he understands this to be. The Secret Select Commit- 
tee have an absolute power to do this^ even if the member be in debt. 
Sees No. III. Sees a column at the top> which applies to shops^ and the 
names under are the men of the shop. There is a column for debt. Sees 
M'Lean's name^ in Sd January 1836^ another entry in February^ of debt. 
If he were clear^ that would be put out. Sees No. VII. Turns up Rev. 
xvi. 16 ; the page is much soiled and worn. The same at Isaiah xx. 1. 
This Bible is marked as printed in 1825. Identifies Nos. XIII. and 
XIV. Schedules such as he has mentioned^ and fragments. Sees No. 
V. — ^£ntry> expenses with nobs, £19. This may be explained vari- 
ously. It might be given to one or severalsfor maltreating a nob ; it 
might be for drinking with him. Saw guard of members walking up 
and down past the gate. Great numbers at the Old Adelphi, on the 
south of the Clyde. This was after the April strike. Knows David- 
son and John Morison^ acting as Guards, and Walter Morison as a 
master of Guards. Never saw M'Lean acting as a Guard. Has seen 
Morison come up to see if the Guards were doing their duty. Remem- 
bers the day Smith was shot. Saw M'I'Oan down by the Broomielaw, 
on the quay, during the fore part of that day. James M'Donald and 
Keith with M'Lean. Saw Keith and M'Donald again between six and 
seven o'clock, at the foot of Cobourg Lane, south side of Clyde 
They were just then parting. Witness heard them then agreeing to 
meet again during the same evening. Did not hear when or where. 
On that day M'Lean had light trousers, long coat, black hat. 

Cross-examined by Mr RoBEBTsoN.-^Easdon and Lochrie accom- 
panied witness to the Green, on the occasion mentioned. Lochrie 
has dropped the spinning. After M'Qaarry was shot, Lochrie 
followed him a bit over the Green. Campbell was standing on 
witness' left hand, and witness saw both shots fired. There were 
three pistols; Killocher, and Campbell, and Durrock, one each. 
Killocher fired his pistol in the air after leaving the place. The 
last meeting of the Association, or Delegates, or any Committee, 
witness was at, may be about nine or ten years ago ; and he has not 
seen an oath administered since. This was in William £wing's. Has 
not seen Secret Committee acting since, and only knows from hearing 
of this. Was never more than twice a member of Committee, and 
that two months at a time : the first was on Finance in 1817 — kept no 
books then ; the second in 1896, he thinks. Was a Delegate. Waa 
Secretary in 1826 to the Association, or thereby, for two months ; he 
was then on the Connnittee, but it acted openly ; combination laws just 
then repealed. Did not come upon Committee, or have any thing, to do 
with books from 1817 till X826. Severals had kept the books during 
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this period^ but witness bad no occasion to esamino tbem. As Score* 
tary^ kept Debt-Book^ and Book of Income and Expenditure, for 
two months. Thereafter ceased to have anything to do with them. 
The Debt-Book shewn goes no farther back than 1832, and never saw 
it till to-day. Witness, when Secretary, was furnished by Delegates 
from shops with states, from which he made the entries. Trusted to 
the accuracy of (he Delegates ; if he was wrongs the Secretary's Book 
was wrong. Saw no Guard Committee appointed last strike. Applied 
last for aliment preyious to the shooting of Smith, because family idle, 
and he lying ba^y. Four years since, he was last engaged as a spinner. 
Witness had struck at general strike in 1824 ; and, in the circum- 
stances, and others haying got aliment in similar situations, he ap- 
plied, but was refused. He was in jail; and, while there, aliment 
was sent him. Application in July was to Thonuis Hunter by 
card, and he told witness to give it to officer, which he did. Henry 
Dunn conveyed the refusal. Was in jail with Moat and Chriitie. 
Was in jail in Paisley in 1833 or 1833, for gripping a hare. Was 
badly with rheumatisms. Work was stopped. Hare was killed. 
Was nowhere else in jail. John Ferguson accompanied him at 
gripping the hare. It was not shot. Knows M'Caffer. M'Donald fled 
into Ayrshire. Saw a line like that in favour of M'Lean while Secre- 
tary 18S6 ; none since. If a member was going to England or Ire- 
land, he got a line signed by the men of the shop. But M'Lean's is not 
so. Once signed one while one of the open Secret Committee. The 
application was from America, and witness considered it was for Pat- 
ten Dunlop, but could not swear. The name, however, was fictitious, 
and the certificate was granted in favour of that name. Thought, 
prior to that period, that such would be useless in America. If clear 
of debt, a member can demand certificate from his shop. This 
has nothing to do with the Secret Committee. There was a Thomas 
Lochrie, the father, and a Lochrie, his son. Orr is about a work in 
Glasgow. Thomas Paterson was about Anderston when he heard of 
him last. 

By Court.-— Aliment in August sent was first 9s. 6d., then 5s., then 2s. 
Can't tell if the family has got more since. His daughter brought it. 
The dispute and resolution that proceedings should be open was after 
theirial of Kean, and was in order to prevent repetition of such occur- 
•rences. There were only three shifts of the open Committee till the 
old system of secrecy was resumed. No one durst know, or inquire, 
or name a member of the Secret Committee ; otherwise, such person 
woidd be noM>§d» Has been in prison for his own safety only. 

Henat Cowan.-— Has been an operative spinner sinoe 1814. Came 
to the Lanarkshire mills and joined the Association in 1818. When 
the oath was half administered to him in 1817, witness drew hand- 
kerchief off his eyes, and refused to proceed that night. Before 
entering the Association in Lanarkshire, he satisfied that Associa- 
tion, by stating that he had been a member, by possessing a fr^e 
line, and paying 20s. Could not avoid taking the oath, because 
the Association in Lanarkshire believed that he had been sworn in 
Renfrewshire. Once was elected delegate in Lanarkshire ; did not 
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serve^ and paid fine of 98. 6d. Recollects strike in April 18S7. Was 
working in Hussey's. All the hands there struck ; witness was one. 
He was averse to it^ but was forced out along with the rest. Re- 
members Supply Committee being reported to have been appointed. 
Understood there was a Guard Committee appointed^ but cannot tell 
how^ from seeing the Guards^ and men superintending them^ who 
were pointed out as members of the Committee. Hussey's mill sent 
Delegates to the Association. John Adams was one shortly before, or 
at the time the guards were put on. Adams remained a fortnight, 
and then refused to go back ; and WiUiam M'Graw was sent in his 
place. M'Graw was to be one of the delegates from whom the Secret 
or Select Committee was to be appointed. Purpose of sending a 
delegate from Hussey's the same as from all the other shops. An 
order ^ame from the Supply Committee to return a delegate. A 
member of Supply Committee came to a shop-meeting, and gave di- 
rections for choosing delegate ; and the purpose was explained, that 
it was for taking therefrom the Select Committee. Adams stated 
that he could not tell the thing he was sworn to keep secret. This 
was when the shop were bothering him to explain his objections to 
continue to act ; and he said to witness he would be damned before he 
would go back to such a place. M'Graw went. It was very well known 
in the trade what a Secret Select Committee meant. It was generally 
known in the trade that there was property or person to be destroyed, 
or vitriol thrown, or the like, which things required a Select Com- 
mittee to hire persons to accomplish such things. Has seen the word 
''colliery** in the schedules. It means sums paid for shooting, or 
maiming, or injuring. There were no Guards at Hussey's house ; no 
hands remained or went in. The Guards' duty was to try to take out 
the new hands who were working at reduced rates, and to prevent 
others going in. The means were — by advising, treating to drink, or 
assaulting. The Guards were relieved about the middle of the day 
by another party, and at other times ; but Guard continued from the 
earliest hour in the morning till the work was dismissed. Much 
mobbing at Mile-end, Oakbank, and Glinburn MiUs. Remembers 
Keddie tried by the sheriff for his connection with the Guards. There 
was a party of twelve or thirteen sent from Hussey's mill to the Hall, 
Universalists' Chapel, where the Association occasionally met at this 
time daily. Sometimes witness was one of the party. A report by 
this party to Hussey's shop, from the Association, that the sentence 
was to be delayed if the Guards should be taken off, and that it had 
been explained by Mr Gemmel that the sentence would be delayed if 
th e Guard should be removed. The Guards were, in consequence, taken 
off for a day or two, and then put on in smaller numbers. The men 
of the shop acquiesced in the resolution passed, at the Hall. Instruc- 
tions were also given to keep quieter for a time. Remembers of com- 
bustibles being spoken of as thrown into Hussey's mill. One day the 
whole men of the shop received instructions from the Association, 
that they should all be at home by eight o'clock that night, and to have 
proof to that effect. Thinks this was after the combustibles were 
thrown into Hussey's. Witness declined the order, as he was in 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



48 

employment coUeoting the town's dues. It was understood by the 
workmen of Hussey's in general^ that the order was to be obeyed — and 
they obeyed it. After sending up delegates^ it was ezpeeted that 
something would be done^ long before anything was done. It was 
quite general to ask for newsj and the answer was^ '' No^ nothing done 
yet." Expected to hear of some one shot^ or hurt with yitriol^ or 
something of that sort. Knew Thomas Riddle of Hnssey's shop. 
They broke into Donachey's house> and assaulted him — at least this 
was reported at the shop next morning ; and Riddle and M'Manus^ 
Thomson^ M'Cafferyand the others^ fled. Does not remember the precise 
date. Riddle was not a joined member ; the others were. At one 
time^ witness brought out the aliment, and he made a payment for 
Riddle, to a person whom he understood was authorized to receive it; 
and he was sent to M'Caffer's wife^ after he had gone off with aliment. 
Thomson, who was chairman of the shop meeting, so sent him. Was at 
the election of Guards at the Monument. The captain was John 
Trotter. He made appointments from a book. This was about the 
middle of May. The captain divided the Guard into parties, under 
charge of sergeants. Witness has been a Guard, and his duty was 
to obey the sergeant, and witness' instructions were to deal with the 
nobs in the way he has mentioned. Was only once a Guard — 
was repeatedly appointed, but refused, and paid fine, one shilling. 
His sergeant's name was Rossan ; acted repeatedly under him. Don't 
know M'Lean. Know/ the other prisoners ; and has seen them 
attending meetings of the Association. 

CroMs^examined by Mr D. M'Nbill. — The first Delegate was John 
Adams. He is in Hussey's mill. M'Graw was the second. He is in 
Hussey's also. Trotter, the captain, he thinks, spins in Gemmel's 
mill. The^ sergeant, not the captain, gave the instructions. Can't 
speak to the date of throwing the combustibles into Hussey's. Got 
the instructions to remain at home on 26th July last. Witness has 
not always been a cotton-spinner — was a public-house-keeper from 
18S8 till 1830, at Lin wood, in Renfrewshire. Was a toll-keeper in 
1833. Has known James Moat about a year. Does not know if he has 
been anything else than a cotton-spinner ; was not intimate with him. 
Witness has been in prison for security. Was in Glasgow prison, in 
1833, eight months, for debt, at the instance of the city chamber- 
Iain, for not paying him the toll-duties. When acting under the ser- 
geant, was instructed to take nobs to public-houses^ and, if drink did 
not do, strike. 

By Lord Advocate. — ^Did not think himself safe in his own house, 
and he went to prison in November. He had not been cited, but he 
had been precognosced by the Fiscal ; but he refused to go to Mr 
Gemmel's, to be precognosced by him. Was against the strike in 1837. 
Earnings from £1 to £2 a. week, some a little more. The average to a 
man like witness himself, would be S3s. or 24s. a-week ; but those who 
were employed spinning fine numbers would have £2 and more. The 
proposed reduction would have yielded £1 : Is. a-week. Witness could 
bave made this after paying piecers. 

By CovRT.-^Took the toll at a rent ; and witness considered that 
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^e tacksman Lad broke bargaia with him* Could BOt find caution, 
and so was thrown into jail. 

AncffiBALD AxisoN. — i-Is Sheriff of Lanarkshire. H as filled that office 
three years. His attention was drawn to the strike in April> and 
he expected something would go wrong ; and his attention since has 
been kept incessantly on the subject. During the first fortnight^- no 
alteration was reported to him. In the beginning of May^ he got 
information of large bodies of men assembling in and parading the 
town, and that they were assembling in great numbers atOakbank, 
Cowcaddens. Witness was unwell. As soon as he got out, he went 
to investigate. Sent instructions to Mr MiUe^, the Superintendent of 
the Glasgow Police, to have as large a body as possible of police. 
Thinks the first day witness saw the bodies it was 8th May. There 
were from 500 to 800 people assembled, along the whole road to Oak<- 
bank. There were no assaults then, ^ve o'clock, p.m. ; the working 
spinners having been escorted away previously by police. Thought it 
necessary to ap))ly for aid of military. A proclamation was agreed u{K>n 
with magistrates. Oakbank had struck, and knows that about twenty or 
thirty new hands were working ; and witness saw ten or twelve of them 
with faces bleeding. Magistrates agreed on the propriety of having 
military, and witness then applied for military aid. Consulted with 
officers, and arranged that a party of lancers should meet the Provost, 
and go to Oakbank. There was a Guard, appointed, as he presumed, 
by the Association, constantly in attendance. Went and saw, at 
the commander-in-chief's, two persons who struck him as being 
Guards. Went with military to Oakbank ; but the crowd had been 
drawn ofi^. Considered that the military was necessary, as the whole 
civil force could not contend with the mobs. A week after, heard 
that the mobs commenced again at Mile-end, where the police did. 
not extend. Reads a proclamation by Magistrates, Sheriff, Justices, 
&c., setting forth, that all acts of molestation, &c.,. and that any per- 
son being one of such collections or mobs, even though no direct vio- 
lence perpetrated, were contravening the law. It referred to the 
proceedings spoken of; and witness knew of his own knowledge 
the Ptatements set forth in the proclamation. Witness advised 
to apprehend some one of the intimidators. Keddie was tried and 
defended by Mr Gemmel. Identifies No. XLIII. as the convic 
tion. Keddie was a cotton-spinner, and was defended with great 
keenness and ability; but witness thought there was the clearest 
evidence, and was about to pronounce sentence of three months 
in Bridewell; but Mr Gemmel said the person was a respectable 
man, who he considered had got himself involved from ignorance 
of the law; and that he thought he had influence with the Asso* 
ciationto cause them to desist from such practices in future, and there- 
fore requested the witness to get the Fiscal to delay. Witness was 
too glad at the proposal to reject it, and the man was liberated on 
bail. Next week, Mr Gemmel reported that he had applied success- 
fully. Other five were in custody ; and witness said that, if the 
violence should cease, he would have them all passed from ; but other, 
wise they should be all brought to punishment* Several a^joum- 
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mmU io«k plM« in May^ .and latterly tUl Augutt« After tbe«e ad- 
journments^ witness was absent. Returned on lith June^ and learned 
that there was to be a great meeting on Glasgow Green that day; and 
witneea eemmunieated with the magistrates as to having the military 
ready. The complaints from that date till S9th July of violence 
were IneewMntj ef iniulated acts^ several of them of violence, assaults^ 
£re-rai8ing> &e. Doea not think that Glasgow was at that time in safety 
without 100 horse and 100 foot soldiers, independent of the police. 
The persons assaulted were new hands at spinning.mills, called nobs, 
and the spinning-mills were attempted to be set fire to. There was a 
sort of bomb thrown into a manufacturer's house, of a work which had 
struck. Complaints were eonstant, and demands for military and pro^ 
teetion. On Sunday, heard officially of Smith's murder, which had 
taken plaoe the previous night, 93d and S3d July. Communicated 
with the Home Secretary, and got authority to offer a reward in the 
flame terms as those which he adopted, The man died on Tuesday. 
M investigation was begun. On the $8th, Mr Salmond told him that 
certain persons were willing to give information if they could be pro- 
teoted in the meantime. Met these by appointment in a secluded 
place in Glasgow, and took their declaration. This was Thursday. 
Got information of the name of another, who was to be murdered, and 
got that person out of the way. From information, he reaolved to 
arrest the whole Committee at their n^xt meeting on Saturday. Ex- 
pected reaiatanoe. Got information that the Committee had been as* 
aembled from 9 o'clock of Saturday morning, and remained all day. 
Got twenty police, and Captain Miller, and accompanied them to the 
Committee Rooms at 10 o'clock of that evening, 39th July, where the 
party waa fortunate enough to get the whole Committee. Found 
boeka and papers in rooms and in safe, and took possession of 
all. fialmond, MiUer, and Niah accompanied him. Fifteen were 
there apprehended, and three others were arrested the same night, by 
Nish, at the publicrhouse where the Guard Committee were met. The 
prisoners, except M'Lean, were of the fifteen. M'Lean not got at that 
time. By this time, however, it should be mentioned that many other 
strikea of other employments had taken place in and about Glasgow ; 
and the acts of violence, therefore, latterly, were of all those trades ; 
but, since the arrest, there have been no acts of violence or intimida^ 
tion, or anything that witness could trace to any union or association. 
A meeting waa resolved on by the spinners, to be held on 31st July, 
to deliberate what should be done ; and then instantly all the worka 
which had been stopped recommenced, and the hands all went in. 

By Mr RoBXBxsoK.'^The meeting of lith June waa one of all opera*- 
tivea, and Dr Taylor made a apeech at it. 

The Court complimented the Sheriff on the course he had taken. 

Hebtbt Mzllcr is Superintendent of Police of Glasgow. Got re 
port as to Oakbank Factory, about middle of May, being surrounded by 
turn-out spinners ; stationed police officers, in consequence, to protect 
the new hands, and accompany them, which waa necessary, from the 
mill to their homes* Gordon and Farmer called at the police-office 
about Uth or 19th May, to have an escort to Oakbank Mill, which is 
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within the royalty of Glasgow. Knows that a proclamation was issned 
by Magistrates in consequence of these assemblages — ^the 'numbers 
were reduced^ and the police were continued there for a short time. 
The other mills are not within the bounds of police^ 

Alexander Arthur is manager of the Adelphi Cotton Spinning 
Mill at Hutchisontown ; was so in April last. There was a strike on 
10th AprO^ and the mill was close^ till 4th May. This mUlMoes not 
spin high numbers^ but the second kind. It is rather easier to instruct 
new hands with the lower than the higher numbers. Intimation was 
made to old hands that they would get preference at reduced rates ; 
but, if not, new hands would be got ; and they were got ; and the 
mills were watched or guarded by the turn-out spinners, who molested 
the new hands in great bands, by throwing stones and dirt at the new 
hands ; so that beds had to be furnished at night to the new hands, as 
they could not leave safely. This necessity continued for some weeks. 
New hands, Grey and Kean particularly, were assaulted while taking 
a walk while the mill was undergoing a washing. Did not see them 
receiving blows; but saw marks after on Kean's cheek. Witness 
received letters, containing threats against himself. Identifies No. 
XVII. He received it by post — also No. XV. He received 
it also by post ; it is dated 3d June ; but the post mark is July. 
Knows M'NieL He was a spinner in the Adelphi, prior to the 
strike. - Never had occasion to see him write. Never had any 
quarrel with M'Niel. A good workman could make 268. to 28s. 
weekly, prior to the strike; the difference by the reduction pro- 
posed by the masters, would have reduced this to 24s., after paying 
the piecers. 

The letters were read. 



PRISONERS' DECLARATIONS. 

The following declarations of the prisoners were here read in 
part, and partly at other stages of the trial. The first declara^ 
tion by each, bears, that, in the first place, the declarant was duly 
admonished, as is the practice, that he may decline answering any 
question, and need not say anything to criminate himself. Of this 
species of evidence. Professor David Hume, in his ^' Commentaries," 
says, (vol. ii. p. 318,) *' Of course it (the judicial declaration) cannot 
weigh at aU against any other pannel, and even against himself (the 
declarant) it must be taken qualified, as he has chosen to give it, 
but liable always to be overcome in those favourable particulars, by the 
other evidence or presumptions in the case, which often prevail against 
it.'' 

Thomas Hunter declares (1st August) that he. is aged forty-one, a 
native of the county of Antrim, Ireland, and came to Scotland twenty- 
four years ago. For many years he has been a member of the Cotton* 
Spinners' Association, the object of which was, that its members should 
have a fair remaiieration for their labour^ by all lawful means. Entry 
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money it £U No ceremony at initiation^ and no oaths of secrecy 
imposed. A strike, in April, when committee of twelve appointed to 
find supplies. Declarant was elected Preses. No minute-book. Met 
daily— 410 meetings on Sabbath. No oath imposed on Supply Com- 
mittee— «o sub-committee— no ballot. Guard Committee appointed 
to watch factories, and report as to persons employed ; but the Guards 
were withdrawn several weeks ago, and the Committee was necessarily 
dissolved. Not aware of any list ot names. Never heard of a Select 
Secret Committee, appointed by ballot or otherwise. Never heard of 
one assaulted for opposing such a measure. Never heard of resolution 
to murder masters. Was at a meeting of the working classes on the 
Green of Glasgow, in June last, which was addressed by Mr Taylor 
of the Liberator newspaper office. Did not propose at a meeting that 
night to form Select Secret Committee. Guards withdrawn, by recom- 
mendation of law agent of the Association, and complaints from mill- 
owners. Guards had no allowance from the funds. Average aliment, 
at that time, about Ss. weekly ; but lately reduced to 9d. No measure 
adopted for supplying the place of Guards ; but not for want of funds. 
Never saw the book now shewn him, commencing '^Emigration." 
Knows nothing about the entry " No. 60 shall receive £6 for e^ch of 
them they unshop." Never heard of a persecuting committee, as alluded 
to in minute of 15th June. Committee have had a stone weight of 
meal, besides the money. Never heard of violence to masters or hands. 
Never heard of offer of £20 to assassinate a master or a new hand, or 
Nob. Barnard Murphy is clerk; but declarant knows nothing of 
entry of £15 : Is. paid Guard Committee. Peter Hacket and John 
Bunyan appointed a Finance Committee. Payments on Saturday even- 
ing; and payments just completed last Saturday whenSherliF and 
party came in. Money kept in a safe. Heard of Smith's murder on 
Sunday, S3d July. Left Committee previous night at 5 p.m. Saw oiFer 
of reward of £500 for discovery of the assassins, and insinuating that 
the deed had been committed by turn-oul cotton-spinners. Every one 
of Committee deprecated this act ; but no resolutions or steps taken. 
Heard of attempt to burn Hussey's factory. Does not know James 
Murdoch, cotton-spinner. Heard of combustibles thrown into Wood's 
house ; but this was never talked of in Committee. Declarant inno« 
cent of all. No inquiry instituted by cotton-spinners. Does not know 
who proposed " guard system." They were never supplied with arms 
or money. Funds have come to low state. Not aware that they have 
been diverted to unlawful expenditure. Three locks on drawers*; 
but declarant did not keep a key, and does not know who keeps keys. 
Never saw the Bible in. Committee- room. Has been in Mrs Ewing's 
eating-house. High Street, kept by Scouller. Had no conversation 
there about Smith's murder. 

In his second declaration, (1st September,) Hunter adhered to the 
above, as containing^ the truth, and declares he signed certificate of 
*' nth July 1837." *It is a clear line to William M'Lean that he had 
paid up his accounts ; but declarant signed it from information, with- 
out examining books. 

PsTEH Haciust (3l8t July) declares that he is thirty.six years of age. 
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-^[He gave a similar account of the objects of the Association.] It 
had regulations ; but he cannot say whether these are approved of by 
the Justices. He is shewn a minute of election of Supply Committee of 
19th April 1837. Cannot say how M'Donald and Bunyan were elected. 
Declarant is Treasurer. Believes there are no minutes taken. The 
only recoiNi is of the money received and paid to the men. Not aware 
of any other committee. Never heard of Guard Committee. Never 
heard of Select Secret Committee^ or of committee to effect objects of 
Association by force and violence. No oath. No recollection of book 
beginning ** £migratitt|^." Does not know what is meant by ** No. 60," 
or of memorandum of 15th June. Was not at the meeting when such 
a resolution was made. Did not receive the £30 from Thomas 
Oallocher^ mentioned in the memorandum. Association had a room 
rented in Smith's. Declarant has had key of safe for last four weeks. 
No books or papers removed since Monday 24th inst. Was in Eng- 
land in May. Did not know of more than one book in safe. Book he 
alludes to contains pawn tickets. Has heard the name '^ Nob" applied 
to persons taking work contrary to wish of Association. Drawer in 
safe^ with three locks and keys. Does not know who kept the other 
two keys. Never saw drawer opened. Declines to sign the docquets 
upon the productions exhibited, without legal advice. 

On re-examination (1st September) Hacket adheres to the above 
as truth. Declarant was in JSnglaud at the date of the memorandum. 
He was absent three weeks and odd days. Was in Manchester. 
Received letters there, but declines to say if these from M'Niel. 
Shewn three letters, 16th, 24th, and 28th May, and asked if these be 
the letters — declines to answer. Does not remember if these letters 
were in his house. Cannot remember if the letter, now shewn, of lOth 
July, was received by him from Patrick M'Gowan. The greater part 
of the book '^ Outlay" is in declarant's hand-writing. Sees entries, 
*' Walter Morison, £S; John Dodd, £3 ; Expenses with Nobs, £19." 
Remembers paying the two first for aliment, but the third item is in 
the pound column instead of the shilling column, by mistake, and 
must have been to defray reckonings in public-houses. Shewn five 
schedules, and asked if these be income and expenditure ; he refers 
to Barnard Murphy as the clerk, and knows nothing about them. 
Declines to answer whether declarant furnished materials to Murphy 
to make them up. Does not know the meaning of the entries, 
" Fugitives, £5 : 18 : 6," and " Guards and Expenses, £24," and '' For 
Running Letters, 14s." Does not remember of seeing the letter now 
shewn him of 29th April, rigned R. Macome. Does not know whb 
paid the sum there mentioned. Signed the certificate of *^ 11th July 
1837." It was given to M'Lean, who was going to England to seek 
work. He. was paid 3s. at same time, and this sum was entered in 
outlay-book. Sees M'Lean now. By M'Lean doing ikt><{«^y, is meant 
that he acted like other members in paying their accounts, and cer- 
tificate is in usual form. Satisfied from M'Lean's shopmates that he 
was clear. Never knew or called at M'Lean's residence. 

Richard M'Niel (31st July) declared that he is aged twenty- 
eight. He it a member of the Committee of Supply, and acted at 
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Secretary since 13th April. Cannot aay where the regulationa at pre- 
sent are. Cannot say if they were confirmed by authority. Declarant 
used to take pencil notes, which were destroyed when matter ac- 
complished. Gives a similar account of the objects of the Associa- 
tion. Not aware of Guard Committee^ or money paid to such. His 
time occupied keeping aliment book. Shewn an entry headed '^ Policy 
Act>" and list of names below it^ and an entry, '' 12th June— The fol- 
lowing names hare been added by the Guard Committee." Thinks 
these entries are in his hand- writing, but uncertain. Not aware who 
constituted the Guard Committee referred to. Se^ two schedules^ which 
he thinks are in Murphy's hand-writing. Declmes to answer who fur- 
nished Murphy with materials to make up these schedules. He will 
not answer the question, whether there is a Finance C<Hnmitlee» Not 
aware that he had before seen the schedules. Does not know of pay- 
ment of £15 : Is. to Guard Committee^ which he sees entered. Knows 
nothing of book now shewn, commencing '' May 17, 1837," or of the 
resolution as to appointing ^' Persecuting Committee." Not aware of 
& Secret Select Committee. 

On, re-examination (5th August) M'Niel adhered to his declara- 
tion as truth. He attended the meeting of working classes on the 
Green in June, when it was addressed by Mr Taylor. Cannot re- 
member of attending meeting of Supply Committee that night j and 
his impression is, there was no meeti^ that nights Never heard of 
proposition to constitute a Select Secret Committee to commit violence. 
Knows Alexander Arthur, manager of the factory in which the de- 
clarant wrought. Never used threats to him, or expressions that he 
would be assassinated. Always on friendly terms, and he was kind to 
declarant. Never wrote any threatening letters to him. The letter 
shewn, of '^ June 20, 1837," is not in declarant's hand-writing, and he 
never saw it before* Wex% the schedules of the income and e^end- 
]%ure of the Supply Comndttee^ prepared and issued to the various 
factories, from time to time, since the strike, for the information of 
the members of the Association in the factories, or was this inform- 
ation withheld by the Committee since the strike, and, if so, for what 
purpose was this information withheld? Declines to answer the 
question, and adds, that he does not consider it applies to himself. 
He does not recollect of seeing the term '^ casualties" employed in any 
schedules which came under his notice. Declines to say whether 
or not he ever saw a schedule-book in the Supply Committee rooms* 
Heard of Smith's murder on Sunday night, the 23d July* Cannot 
remember whether the declarant attended a meeting of the Supply 
Committee on 24th July.. Remembers of seeing a placard as to 
shooting Smith. Did the Body take any steps to remove the insinua- 
tion contained in the placard ? Declines to answer ; and he adds—- 
that he does not think the question applicable to him. Were any 
books, or paq^ers of the Committee put out of the way on said Monday, 
or last week? Declines to answer, for the reason above stated. 
Knows M'Lean, but does not recollect to have seen him on aud 
Monday at the Committee-Booms, or anywhere else. Cannot charge 
his memory as to whether M'Lean got any money to ti^e himself off 
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to Bogland ; and his impressioa is^ that MXean proposed a week or 
two hefore to go> and he may hare got a shilling or two to help 
him on. Does not rememher of Hacket giving M'Lean money. Does 
not recollect of speaking of M'Lean since Smith was shot. He was 
never told by M'Lean that he shot Smith ; and has no reason to 
know or suspect who did so* 

In another examination, (1st September^) M'Nibi; adhered to the 
two former as truth. • Declines to say whether three letters now 
sheM^Bf dated 16th^ 24th, and 38th May 18S7, are in his hand-writing^ ; 
two paid letters bear to be signed ^^ Richard M'Niel/' and addressed 
Peter Hacket. Declines to answer if his sigaatnte. Knows nothing 
of letter 29th April 1837> signed " li. Macome " 

Jamrs Ginn declared^ (1st August,) That he is aged thirty-three* 
Declines to answ^er where he was made a member. DeoUnes to ansvrer 
whether there was any ceremony gone through at his initiation, or any 
oath. Has frequently held office. In April, a committee of twelve 
appointed to procure supplies fdr strike, and three or four others were 
assumed. Declarant was one of those assumed. Declarant wrote 
the names of the Committee iu book now shewn ; and the doequet 
under them. Thinks he has seen the paper of ISith April before. 
No regular minutes kept ; but declarant kept a memorandum-book 
of anything that was done, or resolutions gone into. Sees it. Sup- 
ply Committee met daily, and ooeasionally on Sabbath, usually in 
Smith's Tavern, OallowgateJ Have oeeasionallyi from pressure of ap. 
plieants for supply, retired to Ballantyne's^ High Street, or Mrs 
Johnstone's in King Street, or Neilson's Boot Tavern, Salt Markets 
On two Sabbaths they mei in Johnstone's^ Main Street, BridgetoH. 
Neither he nor colleagues came under oath in regard to duties. 
No regulations laid down for Supply Committee, but all to do their 
best to raise supplies.^ Shortly before strike, a Guard Committee was 
appointed, to advise persons as to taking work against wish of Associn^ 
tion^ or to disCOzftinue sneh work. Does not know their number, or all 
their names, nor extent of dutiee^ Wslterr Clark^ John Trotter^ 
Walter Morison, and Matthew Park, were of the Guard Committee* 
There was a FinaikCe Committee appointed by the delegates, Haekei 
and Bunyan were Qlected^ afid Munro was added to Committee of 
Finance^ Each intrusted with key of safe, and of keys of drawer 
within it* No aUowanee to Guard Committee for what they did per- 
sonally; but where money was advanced to persons who had been 
prevailed on to take work> the Committee was reimbursed^ Guards 
withdrawn weeks ago— nerer heard of any subetitute-^nerer heard 
of Select Secret Committee, to procure persons to murder the mill* 
owners, or destroy factories. Never heard of £IS paid to Guards 
nor ever more than £& at one time. Remembers resolution of general 
meeting, that, if any persons received money from fimds^ and granted 
bills for it, and shoiild then take work without leave, they shovld be 
prosecnted and hsA'assed for repetition after strike ceased, seeing 
that a stipulation was they should not work against wish. This 
resolution entered by declatunt. Catmot say how many " nobs" are 
iisdebted. He has Mason to bediere thatpractlee once existed for 
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members to grant bilk for fictitioiie value^ and allow decreet to go 
against them for payment^ in order that the proseeation should be 
followed np if the parties turned out adverse. ^^ £migraiion" is a 
book containiiig a set of regulations not acted on since strike. Never 
accessary to payment of £20 to any one to murder a mill-owner or s 
'^ nob." All paid Is. in Smith's on Saturday, iM^d the funds on hand 
retained by Hacket. Was in Committee room a little after twelve 
on Saturday 22d July. Next day he heard that Smith had been shot. 
Saw placard of Reward, and insinuation against spinners. No steps 
to remove insinuation. Heard of attempt to burn Hussey s mill ; and 
combustible materials thrown into Wood's house. These olTenced 
talked over in Committee rooms, but no inquiry instituted. Has seen 
Bible in Committee rooms, but never saw it used. Cannot remember 
of any conversation in Seouller's, High Street, as to Smith's murder, 
with any of the Committee. 

On re-examination, (1st September,) Gibb adhered to the above as 
truth. He signed M'Lean's ^' Clear Line." It is in the usual form. 

William M'Lban (9th August) declares that he is aged twenty-six^ 
a native of Glasgow, son of Archibald M'Lean, lately a cotton-spinner^ 
a member for twelve years. Cannot remember in what house, nor if 
put upon oath. Understood all were to obey the majority. Has had 
aliment since strike, varying from 88. to 8d. a-week. Has not seen 
the regulations for a good many years. Supply Committee and Guard 
Committee appointed. He never acted as a ^^ Guard." Believes 
Guards met in Hannah's, Trongate; and Walter Morison, Samuel 
Shield, and John Trotter were of that Committee. Was at the 
meeting in the Green when meeting addressed by Mr Taylor of The 
' lAberator Office. Does not rranember if, on that evening, John Davis 
proposed Secret Select Committee to destroy cotton-spinners or new- 
hands : never heard of such a Committee. Knew the deceased. Smith. 
They worked at same mill. Does not know if he was a member. 
Two or three years since he saw him. Since the strike/ heard that 
Smith was working at Houldsworth's. Does not know where Smith 
lived. Never heard of his being complained of as " nobbing." On 
Sabbath, 23d July, heard that a cotton-spinner had been shot ; and on 
Monday, learned that it was Smith. Has no knowledge or suspicion 
who did it. Declarant in Glasgow on Saturday. Does not remember 
of being in Christie's tavern, Gallowgate, on that Saturday^ or the day 
before, or that week. Knows James Campbell; met him in Salt- 
market of Glasgow about six p.m. of Saturday, and John Orr was 
along with Campbell. The three went along Trongate and Argyle 
Streets to Vftginia Street, where they turned to the Cross, and 
parted. Declarant then went home for supper, and saw neither Orr 
nor Campbell that night. He had got no drink. No one called for 
declarant. He did not remain, but left home at seven, and went to 
the Cross, where he remained for half-an-hour. He then accompanied 
his father down Sallanarket. Father left him at 'a well, and then he 
called at a spirit cellar of David Cooper for James Gall, and he found 
him and James Broadley> and Duncan M'Neiil, all spinners, and also 
two flecdier lads. Had seen Gall «t Cross. Left party in Cooper's. 
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Went to Glasgow Green. Saw James Ja£fray and William Johnstone. 
Upwards of 100 persons there> to get their aliment. Went to shop of 
Angus Camebon^ in Saltmarket, with a doeen of spinners^ to wfdt for ali- 
ment. Among them were Thobias Loao^ Alexander Stevenson^ 
James Gbievb^ John Thom^ WiiaLiam Hannah^ John Milleb^ James 
LoGSHABT^ James Cobbioan^ John Anbbbw^ and Andbew Whyte. 
It was nearly ten when Johnstone brought the aliment— -Is. each. 
Party remained in Cambbon's till after twelve^ and had three or four 
mutdikins of whisky. Johnstone^ Stabk, and Jaffbay had gone, 
also Hannay. Declarant did not leave the party during this period. 
Remembers of being asked to the door by John Buchanan and Peter 
Findlay, two shopmates, and he brought Gunn in to get some spirits. 
Some accompanied him to M'llraith's, Bridgegate, where they had 
some more whisky. He was the worse of it. Stevenson, Miij^b» 
LoG&HABT, Cobbigan, and Andbew were of this party. After one> all 
the party went home, except Stevenson and declarant, who went to 
the Crosfy where they met four or five spinners. He only remembers 
the name of Andebson, who lives in Brassbell Entry, They went 
there, and got more drink. Recollects of leaving Andbbson's with 
Stevenson — went along Main Street of Caiton ; but, after that, his 
senses forsook him, and he did not regain them till the afternoon of 
Sunday, when he awoke in his father's house, and learned that he had 
been brought home about seven a.m. Did not leave home tiU Monday 
morning, when he met Thomas Campbell, spinner. They called at 
£dwabd M'Guibe's, spirit* dealer, Gallowgate, and declarant con- 
tinued drinking during the greater part of the day. He was not 
in Christie's on Monday. Went to the Committee rooms during 
afternoon, expecting aliment. Place full. Does not recollect 
of demanding 15s. or £1. No conversation there, nor in M'Guire's, 
about the man ^ho had been shot. Not in Christie's dniing 
Monday; and made no entry in a book there. On Saturday he 
was dressed in a green long*tailed coat, grey trousers, and black hat. 
He had whiskers till one day in the middle of last week, when he hap- 
pened to be cropping them with a pair of scissors, but having made a 
'^ gaw " in them, he shaved them off altogether, with the intention, 
however, of allowing them to grow as before. Remained at home 
during the week after Smith had been shot ; but, on Monday 3 1st 
July, went to reside with his cousin, Ann Cameron, who is married to 
one Smith, a printer at Kincaid-field, Campsie, because he had got in- 
formation from James Walker, a cotton-spinner, that some persons had 
given false information to the Fiscal, that he had several years ago 
committed a violent assault on Mr Miller, a spinning master at Lance- 
field ; and £100 reward had been offered for the depredator. By ad- 
vice of friends, went out of the way till he should have an opportunity 
of proving that he had nothing to do with that assault. Never knew 
till Sunday evening, 6th instant, that he was accused of Smith's 
murder. On the day he went to Kincidd, he wrote the certificate now 
shewn, and adhibited to it the names of the persons who had been with 
him on Saturday, 9th July. He did so on advice of friends, who 
thought it as likely he shoidd be chained falsely with the one crime. 
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as with the other; and it was^ thereforOi better te prepare f6r th» 
worsts as his going out of the way might etrengthen the luApicion 
against him for the murder^ if information should be given against him 
for that too. Declarant's impression^ however^ is^ that he was in £ng«- 
land during assault of Mr Miller. When officer asked at Klncaid^ 
whose house is this^ he called to Mrs Smith to answer^ having iorgqi ; 
but she did not answer. Officer asked his name^ and he gave it. Had 
an intentioni on llth July> of going to England for work, and he 
applied for a " travelling card." Committee advanced him three ehil- 
lings ; but he spent it, and abandoned his design* • 

On re-examination, (19th Augusts) M'Lbak adhered to the former ad 
truth. Declares, he was not at mid-day of Monday, S4ih July, in 
Christie's shop, GcUhwgate, with other persons, for about an hour, and 
say then that it was he who shot Smith. Does Hot recollect of 
being in that shop that day, nor of using such expressions. Did not 
say to Christie, or any one, that he wa« going to America, and that 
his passage would be paid. Recollects now of being in Christie's 
either on Monday or Tuesday evenings and expressed a wish to go to 
America. Christie expressed a wish to go too^ Does not remember 
seeing proclamation, offering a reward for Smith's murderer, opposite 
Christie's. Dosens of his friends advised him to go out of the way> 
but this was after the Committee was seized, and no one advised him to 
do so before that time ; and Christie did not. Heard of their appre- 
hension on the 30th July ; and his father and friends then advised hiaa 
to go away ; but this was relative to the assault. Heard whisperings 
of a Select Secret Committee, but not from an authentic source* Never 
was a watch at Houldsworth's when the new hands were passing 
Never saw Smith or his wife there. Was not there with JamSb 
M'DoNALo and James Keith, upon the forenoon of the day of Smith's 
murder, nor with with Robert Park ; and walked with none but 
AxtExANDSR Ferousok and Robert FsRovsoHi Not south of Clydo 
that day. Was in Black Boy Tavern on 24th July, but did not there 
say, " That b- — — • — ^'s asleep now." Did not say so to AoAk Jhmoif, 
and did not see Dixon. The aliment he was to get on Monday was 
Is. 6d. ; but he has only got Is. since : and got nothing in a dork room. 
Had no means but the aliment^ and of course nothing to carry him to 
America. Never borrowed a pair of dark worsted gloves from 
Christie, and not on night of 9th July. Was in ChrisIsb's that 
night. Thomas Loohrie and John Roxbvroh were with him. Did 
not return with gloves, and speak about them. Saturday of murder, 
was not in M'Gctirb's along with Thomas CAUPtmLv, or any other per- 
son. When apprehended^ 5s. upon him given him by his friends* 
Daniei. Montoomsrt was witii Mm in CnBistm's on the Smday in 
HaspUal Street. 

Witnesses for the Crewn resumed^ 
Hector Gavin.^^Is an engraver, Edinburgh* Has turned his atten- 
tion to the difierenees in handwriting, and has freqnently been ez« 
auiiied in courts of justice, as to comparisone and identity Of band^ 
writings. Is (diewn )a^U<^ dfcUtrstibie, lilgMd RidMrd M'NisL 
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They are M the same signatures. Is shewn No. VIII. of ihrentory. 
It has the very same signature^ and the whole paper is written hy the 
same individual who signs M'NieL Is now shewn No. XVII. It is 
in the handwriting of the signatures of the declarations^ and of the 
body of No. VIII. Quite satisfied of this. Has had previously aa 
opportunity of considering these deliberately. The handwriting of 
No. XVII. is not written with the same degree of freedom as No. 
VIILy but is in some .way disguised ; but not sufficiently to prevent 
witness being quite satisfied that both are written by the same indivi- 
dual. Is shewn Nos. IX«^ X., XI. Two of these are signed " Richard 
M'Niel." . These two letters bear a considerable resemblance to the 
handwriting of the minute j but they seem more disguised. It must 
have been five or six weeks ago since witness saw them last. Only 
examined them once. There is a changing and an alteration in the 
handwriting of these; and the same remark applies to the third 
letter. Sees No, IV. It contains a long string of names in the hand- 
writing of the minute or certificate VIII. Sees same handwriting oa 
another page. Examines the first page^ and continues onward. This 
page, and page 19, are evidently in the same handwriting^^M'NieFs. 
There are other people's handwriting in the book, as well as M'Niel's. 
Letters No. IX., X., XI., (pages 23, »i, 2^, were here read.) 
HuoH WiLePOsr.-i^Is an engraver in Glasgow. Is shewn minute No. 
VIII. He has seen it before. Sees also the signatures to M'Niel's 
declarations. There are all in the same handwriting. Is shewn No. 
XVII. It is in the same handwriting. Is ^ewn No. IX. Never 
saw it )>efore. 

Thovas Clark, engraver, £dinburgh>-*^Is i^ewn minute, No. VI I L 
and the declarations of M'Niel. Has seen them before. The signa- 
tures to these declarations;, Riehard M'Niel, also a letter signed 
C. T., are all, in the opinion of witness, in the handwriting of the 
same person. Sees Nos. IX., X., XI. Has seen them before, but did 
not pay much attcmtion to them, as his attention was more particularly 
directed to the letter of 20th Jvne, and the minute. Attended parti- 
cularly to the others. From what he did and does now observe, the 
whole bear a strong resemblance to the others he has sworn to. 

Thomas DoiVAOBBT.^-^Has been a cotton-spinner for some years. 
About^ or during the strike, went to the Mile-end Spinning Company, 
aod was working there at reduced rates. Lodged in Reid Street with 
Mary Oivan or Miehan for a few weeks, while working there. Some 
of the Association asked witness eivilly to desist ; but he said he was 
not disposed. He was not threatened untfl the night of the attack, 
which was on the SOth June or 1st July. Went to bed betwixt nine 
and ten, F.ar. Some time about midnight, Miehan asked if he heard 
anything ? She repeated, did he hear anything ? He said no ; and she 
Said some stones were thrown in. He asked her the hour, and she 
said, a few mimitee to twelve. Lay still, and then directly heard 
cibeering in Dale Street. Before two, some people came to the door, 
end required witness to open. It wai the voice of Thomas Riddle, who 
waa a cotton^^inner, who had struck. He belonged to Hnsseys. 
He callfMl witness by tuaae, desiriiig him to open* Witness listened 
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till the noise was repeated. Then he was threixteiied that, if he would 
not open^ they would force the door open. Still made no answer ; and 
the party without attempted and commenced to break open the door« 
Michan rose and desired them to go away ; but they refused until they 
should see witness^ and they continued beatings till they forced out a 
panel. Riddle put in his head and should ersy and spoke some time^ and 
then came in. The door was not opened to him, Michan held the door. 
Witness stood in the floor with a pistol in his hand, which he threatened 
to fire, if the party would not go away. Riddle was for going away, 
but some behind urged him on. Riddle asked again if he would desist 
working, and witness said, provided they would go away quietly, he, 
witness, would join in the strike at 8 o'clock in the morning. Riddle 
made witness give him his hand on this. Witness gave it. Riddle 
said, Now, say you will come out at 8 o'clock. Witness'said he would. 
Riddle told him to say — '* I declare to God ;" and witness said it. 
They then went to the foot of the stairs, and turned, and said they 
would be in. Riddle then came in by the panel. The rest were be- 
hind ; and, as they were to follow, the door was opened and all 
came in and demanded the pistol from witness, who hesitated a 
little ; but, on their persisting, he gave it up to Riddle, and Riddle 
snapped it at the door, put it in his pocket, and carried it away. 
They wanted witness out, to treat him. Knew Richard M'Manus, and 
Thomson, and Nicolson to be of the party; heard also Thomas 
M'Caffle or Cohlll outside. Knew them all, and they were all spin- 
ners who had struck. Heard M'Caffle cry to let him in, that he might 

tear the nob-b 's guts out. Witness gave his hand throiigh the 

panel of the door, on his knee. Witness went to his work next day, 
and has continued there since. Some of them were to lift hands on 
witness; but Thomson interfered in his behalf. They said some- 
thing about their knowing that the matter would come out, and they 
would be transported, but this they did not care for. 

Mrs Michan, Reid Street, Bridgeton. — The last witness was her 
lodger last summer. He was a spinner at Mile-end. On the last day 
of June at half-past eleven, the panes of her window were broke. 
After this, heard noise on street of voices. Party returned betwixt 
that hour and the morning. The party called for the nob, and to get 
into him. Witness rose, and kept the door fast as long as she could. 
Heavy noise, and at length a panel of door broken, and of partition, 
by which a brick fell, and injured the person of witness. A man came 
in by the pannel — Riddle, a neighbour. He told the nob to come off 
his mill at eight in the morning ; and Donaghey agreed to do so. 
Saw him go down on his knees. Was in a state of alarm, and could 
not repeat words. Riddle came through the door, and the door was 
opened, and M'Manus and Thomson entered. Did not see M'Caffle. 
Donaghey had a pistol, which Riddle took. Donaghey removed next 
day, as witness was afraid to keep him, from fear of more danger. 

James Wood, partner of the firm of F. Wood, & Co., cotton- 
spinners, St James' Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow.— The workers in that 
mill struck in April, and left it. About six weeks after that, fresh 
hands were taken into the mill. Observed Guards set on the mill, of 
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turn-out cotton-spiiiBerp^ Sometimes from four to twelve personi 
watching ^e whole day. Two of the new hands left the work. Can't 
tell the reason. On the night of the 1 1th or 12th of July^ after twelve^ 
v,u,, was to sleep in the parlour that night, when, just ashe was going 
into hed^ a canister. Mazing at one end, was thrown in at the window. 
The window-hlind stopped it, so that it did not get far into the 
room. Witness caught it before it fell to the ground, as it was 
impeded by the blind of the window. The flame issued from the top 
of it, out of the lid; lifted .it, and threw it out at the window. 
Ano^er canister was thrown while he was, instantly afterwards, 
fastening the shutters. It struck witness on the breast ; it was blazing. 
He threw it out also, after crying from the window for assistance. 
Went out in half-aohhour afterwards. Found ouq of the canisters. 
Could not find the other. Identifies No. XXXVIII. as the canister. 
Gave it to Mr Salmond. It contained black paper. Heard no ex- 
plosion from any of the canisters. Could not say if the canisters 
were full when he threw them out ; but both were burziing. The next 
morning, saw a change. There were no Guards ; nor all that day. 
Guards were there the day before, as usual. 

Counseim— It was the night of the 12th. 

Crown. — It waa a Wednesday. 

Tboxas BukVB, derk to F. Wood & Co.-— Resides in the same 
street, and opposite the house of last witness. On Wednesday night, 
ISth July, witness was in his own house, and heard a noise of breaking 
of glass, and looked out and saw a light on the street, and another fall- 
ing hpm Mr Wood's house. Heard Mr Wood's voice cry, Murder ! 
and went down stairs. Assisted Mr Wood to search, and Mr Wood 
found a canister. Before going down, heard an explosion; it was 
of the one he saw dropping. On searching, he could not find the 
other cannister. The light, or combustible, of the one which exploded, 
scattered on the street. 

John Fkbguson. — Is a tinsmith at Stockwell Street, Glasgow. Re- 
members three persons, on the 12th of July, between & and 7 p. h., 
came to buy canisters. They seemed to be like workmen. They 
purchased four half-pound snuff tin cannisters. Identifies No. 
XXXVIII. as one of those canisters. Compared it with the only 
two he had left of the parcel of six, from which he sold the four. He 
tried the cover upon the other two, and they fitted exactly. Has not 
the least donbt^that this is one of tiiose sold. It had no hole in the top 
when sold. Has never seen the men since. There was no hole in the 
bottom when he sold it ; hole !— no, it would not sell with a hole in it. 

DoNAiiD M'Kinnon. — Is a clerk and warehouseman toHussey&Sons, 
cotton-spinners, Bridgeton, Glasgow. Their factory spins the finer 
yarn. A strike took place among the spinners in April last, and 
Hussey's men left them. It is more difficult to take in new hands 
into such a mill where the work is finer. Hussey Sc Sous had a very 
large stock in hand at the time. They took in no new handle— 
spinners. T^e stock was kept in a large room called the yarn-room. 
There is another room called the waste-room, in which nothing is 
kept but waste, lying loose on the floor till packed up. In the yarn 
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.1)0X66 were put into row« on the floor during the fltrike--4^bont a yard 
off the windows. Recollects of the window of that room being found 
broken one morning. During the afternoon of the day before every- 
.thing was in its usual way. Locked up that yam room about four 

o'clock^ P.M. 

[Here this witness feU down in an epileptic fit^ and was carried 
out. It is said he is subject to this.] 

Gboboe DABBOGH.-<--Was porter at Hussey Sc Son's mill in May. 
About the latter end of that month, recollects of seeing in the morn- 
ing some combustible matter in the yarn*room, near the yarns ; it did 
not touch any of the boxes. It had come through, at least a window 
was broke* Found nothing else in the mill that morning. There 
was a stone in one end. Sees a thing very like it. No. XLI. Sees his 
name, which he signed at that time, on a label attached to it. It had 
a stone in the end, which it still has. It had a burned appearance, 
and strong smell of burning. Was shewn another that mornings 
.which he understood was also found in the factory. 

William Findlayson. — Is a clerk to Hussey Sc Sons, and was so 
in May. Shewn No XLI. Saw one of these two packets in a place 
where waste was lying. Took no note of the date. It was during* 
the strike. Had visited the yam-room first with Donald M'Kinnon, 
to be shewn one which he had said he had found in the yarn-room. 
Thinks Mr Hussey took the packets to Glasgow. The one witness 
found was about one and a half foot from the waste. If it had been oa 
fire when it came, and had actually come into contact with the waste, it 
would have set it on fire. Waste is very inflammable. Never go there 
with a light. A pane of glass of the waste>room was broken, and another 
in the yarn-room. The matches were two yards and a half from the 
window. The window is twelve or fourteen feet from the ground. 
Witness generally shuts the work. These windows were entire, so 
far as he knew, when last in those rooms. Saw chips of glass lying 
about. The boxes were recently arranged in rows up and down, so as 
to pass easily through them. The combustibles would have reached 
them, before this alteration, more readily. The value of the yarn in 
that room might be £5000 at that time. The cotton waste would be 
worth £10. There is a door from the one room to the other. The 
proposed wages, as reduced, would have averaged £1, after paying the 
piecers. Before the reduction, they earned 25s., he thinks, weekly. 

Pavip Ghat. — Is a cotton^pinnerof the Adelphi mill, Hutchisontown, 
Glasgow, Entered there during the strike. Kean also entered there. 
Upon the 15th of June, two individuals, near South Wellington Place, 
came behind Kean and witness at the Adelphi, and knocked them 
down. Rose and called for assistance, and ran off, and were pur* 
sued, and witness made a sudden halt, and the parties passed him. 
Was knocked down again, then got assistance. When first attacked, 
the persons said, '^ Well make you desert," or something like that. 
Ran to Hutchison Bridge. Got no assistance the second time. The 
persons went along and over the Bridge into Glasgow. There were a 
great number^^witness thought^ a band of cotton*apiBner»<»*<about the 
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Bnige, wbo gavd IM> Mmtaaoe, but ttopped wiinest^ and »ked wlwt 
WMi wrong* Wm thuB preYented fnom followiog the aasaulten across 
the bridge. On this oeoMion, got two blows on the ear. Was kicked 
while on the ground. Can't say that he was previously threatened by 
spinners. Saw spinners about Thomson a mill. Does not recollect of 
anything said to witness while leaving the mUl in the evening. They 
night call names^ such as nobs, Does not know the names of the two 
men who attacked him. 

ISnwABn Kean.-'^Wm a cotton-spinner in Thomson's Mill while the 
spinners were on the strike ; witness worked at the reduced wages. 
Knows David Gray^ who was there at same time. While leaving the 
factory^ saw bodies of spinners^ and witness and others working were 
called namaa<— nobs, and the like. Was attacked in June near South 
Wellington Place. Gray with him. Gray knocked down^ and then 
also witness suddenly was knocked down by some one behind. Called 
murder. Looked up>/ and saw a tall man. He came running as if to 
give witness a kick^ hut was in sueh a state that he can't say whether 
he received the kick. Saw the person proceed towards Gray^ who was 
running away. Witness' face was a little injured. Saw two men 
pursuing Gray^ who was running, as witness thought, to the mills. 
Saw nothing more that happened to Gray. 

WiiiLiAM Flbtcher is a cotton-piecer at the Adelphi Mill. Knows 
Gray and Kean, Saw them together approaching the Hutchistontown 
Bridge. Saw two spinners leave the body of spinners there, and follow 
Gray and Kean. Lifted Gray's cap, after seeing them struck by those 
two men. Saw one of them knocked down. Gray turned to get back, 
and one of the men turned twice to strike Gray. Gray made for 
the bridge, and so did the two men, and they got away. Gray 
got along the bridge to the opposite end, but wae there stopped. 
Arthur came to his relief. The two men started from a crowd on the 
bridge, 

Dr CoRKiNDALB, Glasgow.^--Identifies Nos. XLI. Made a report 
on them. Reads his report. No. XL. (See page 30.) It is a true 
report. 

JoBW Fabmbii.^— -Is a cotton-spinner, Port-Dundas, Glasgow. Knows 
William Gordon, a spinner. Witness and he entered into Galbraith 
& Co.'s Oakbank Factory, together, last May. Nobody disturbed wit- 
ness or the others at that time in passing in and out to the mill. 
Spinners were about the mill, as witness and others went out. The 
police were in attendance, te guard witness and others down the road 
a piece, till near the Phceniz Foundry, a full quarter of a mile. The 
crowd accompanied witness, &o., all that way. The police then went 
along a by-road, with some of the men who had to go in that direc- 
tion, and then witness and Gordon were left by themselves near Cow- 
caddens Toll, and then the spinners threw stones at witness, and 
Gordon and he received blows from stones on the forehead, at the 
back of the ear, and on the back,, and he bled, and then took refuge 
in a house^ and then the watchmen escorted witness home. Next 
morning went to the police-office, to be conveyed again to the work 
and homo, ^r two nights ; and then the masters took lodgings for 
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witness and the others, Gordon was also stmck with stones on 
the occasion mentioned. Did not look sufficiently to recognise 
* assaulters. For two or three weeks there were always men watching 
in this way. Knew few of the men. Has seen John Parker and 
Daniel Montgomery acting there. Knows fhe prisoner ATLean. 
Can't say he has seen him there^ as he thinks. Knows Patrick M'Crowan^ 
Rohert Linton^ and liTKinnovan. All these were with the crowds, 
looking after witness and the others, hy the Canal behind the mill. 
These men could see witness and others working. Those watching, 
(hundreds often,) some of them held up their fists, and some their 
thumbs, which was understood to mean the drawing of a trigger. 
Has been a cotton-spinner for many years. When working to Mr 
Houldsworth, an oath was put to witness in Smith's, Black Boy Close. 
James Gibb put the oath. This would be five or six years ago. 
The purport of that oath was, that he should leave Houldsworth's, as 
there was a strike there, and a dispute, and that he should be honest 
to the Association, which' would prove true to him. Hugh Rae, R. 
Ayton, and Morison, were present, and others. Understood that Gibb 
was acting as one of the Committee in administering this oath. Was 
not, prior to this, a member of the Association, and never was so, 
farther than as to what took place that night. Can't say if he was a 
member after this ; but they paid what they promised, and witness 
fulfiUed his engagement. He got aliment, 12s. a-week, till it amounted 
io £21. Prior to that engagement, the Association had people at him 
every meal hour. He was solicited to go to the Black Boy Close, by 
Walter Moir and Hugh Rae ; and he went in their company there. 

Cross. — It is a public walk at the back of the factory. 

William Gordon. — Is a cotton-spinner at Oakbank factory. Be- 
longed to the Association, since he went on one occasion of a strike to 
Houldsworth's, and came out and joined the strike ; and the reason was 
that he did not want to be beholden to solely one master in getting 
work. Was asked by Walter Morison and Hugh Rae out of the mill. 
This is about five years ago. They were spinners. They were in 
Dod's house in the Gallowgate. He was sworn there. Does not remem- 
ber the terms. He was sworn, however, to be guided by a majority 
of the trade in lawful matters. Forget the words ; but that was the 
principal portion of it. James Gibb administered the oath. Does not 
recollect whether the oath said anything as to what should happen, if 
he violated the oath, farther than the fact of violating it. There 
was a Bible before witness at this time. It was laid down on the 
table, and a portion of Scripture shewn witnees; but does not remember 
what part it was. Placed his hand upon it. Thinks it was about the 
middle. There was a word. Could not be positive what the word 
was. The pass- word was Ashdod. There was a sign ; but does not re- 
collect it. Would not be positive whether there was another word. 
j^everhe»rd Armageddon used as a word. Does not recollect any other 
word. Could not be positive to say whether there was a sign by which 
the members might be known. Became a member that night. Mori- 
son, and Rae, and Gibb were present. Could not say positively as to 
others. Reason of joining was, that he wanted a fair chance at other 
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works^ and ether works would not giv« him anything but odd spinning. 
Mr Houldgworth had had a dispute with his men. Witness was at his 
work before being sworn in. The meaning of witness is^ that he would 
not have been permitted by thos^ of the Association to get into a mill 
to have fair work^ as he must rely on others having a ti\m with him ; 
and the members, would not go out of turn. Entered at Oakbank fac- 
tory in May last. New hands were taken in there. Had left it some 
time before — five years. Did not meet with ill treatment till the even- 
ing of the first day he went there— in May. John Farmer is a fellow- 
workman. When witness came out at the gate^ a good number were 
about the mill — a crowd. Could not say he saw spinners. There were 
a few police to accompany witness and Farmer to Cowcaddens^ and the 
mob threw fish-heads and stones at witness and companions. Could not 
say if cotton-spinners^ or that he saw one among mob — boys and girls, 
and some men. They cried^ hissed, and cheered at times. Called no 
particular names. Considered this was for going into the work. 

By CouBTw — ^Was in Galloway for five years. Saw no spinners in 
the crowd with whom he had worked in former years. Did not see 
a man there that he could say was a cotton-spinner. 

By Loud Advocate. — Was hurt. Took refuge in a public-house 
until relieved by police. Went to police-office n^xt morning, and was 
accompanied by police to the mills. There were persons here and 
there. Heard they were guards, but could not tell what they were. 
Few such persons came in the morning. No language used that he 
heard. There was a great crowd the second night. No language 
used of a threatening nature to witness, or others, that he heard. 

By Court. — Was at Factory when he understood the Sheriff was 
there, but did not see him. Did not hear of any outrage upon the 
mill, the day before, by persons breaking into it. 

By Mr D. M'Neill. — Eleven pair of wheels now at Oakbank — there 
were thirteen. 

Peter M'Donald being proposed to be introduced to swear to 
Letter No. XII., it was objected that the letter could not be received in 
evidence, merely on the evidence of the persons who found the docu- 
ments in Hacket's house, without bringing forward other evidence to 
connect it with the prisoners or Hacket — ^such as the writer of it, 
M'Gowan. 

The Court adjourned at ten o'clock, p.m. 



Friday f 5th January 1838. 
The Solioitor-General absent. 

With reference to the objection taken last night, the prisoners' 
counsel requested the Court to read the evidence taken down as to 
the documents found in Hacket's house, andT then tendered an objec- 
tion that those documents were not proved. 

Answered for the CRowN.-^TAe evidence is not concluded. 

Hacket's declarations were then read. — (See p. S2.) 

Jaubs Smart.— -Is Superintendent of Police of Calton, Glasgow. 
Remembers the time of the apprehension of prispners. Was with 
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Cuiuungliam when Hacket'a house was ■earched. This might be four 
or five days after they were apprehended. Not more. Some papers 
and letters were found. The letters were found in several parts of 
the house. Some in drawer of table ; some in a drawer in a chest of 
drawers. These places were open. No other places that he recollects. 
Court. — Endeavour to recollect the date. 

Witness. — Went to assist Mr Cunningham, Mr Nish's assistant. 
Quite certain it was dose after the apprehension in the Black Boy 
Close. Thinks it was close about the time he heard of the apprehen- 
sion of the cotton-spinners. Heard of the apprehension the same 
night, or next morning. Mrs Hacket and family were in the house 
when it was searched. The papers were all got in a room; not 
kitchen. House composed of room and kitchen. Cunningham one, 
but cannot say if another accompanied them. He was an officer* 
Thinks one of Mr Nish's men from the Sheriffs office. Has not seen 
the third person here. 

LoBD Jvsticb^Clerk. — Mr Smart, that U not the way 9uch searches 
should be made. You did not go on that mission from idle curiosity, 
and I would recommend to you to be more particidar in future upon 
such occasions. 

Mr Robertson resumed the objection. The document proposed to 
be read. No. XII., bears to be dated 10th July. I take it as tendered 
in evidence, not only on the point under proof at present, but of any 
part of the case. It is signed '^ Patrick M'Gowan" — Shaving the post 
marks of Manchester and of Glasgow, 11th July. It is an open let- 
ter. Who M'Gowan is, whether he had anything to do with the 
Association or conspiracies, does not appear. 

The Lord Jusxicb-Clerk referred Mr Robertson, from his notes, 
to passages where a M'Gowan, and a Patrick M'Gowan, has or have 
been referred to specially by witnesses. 

Mr Robertson. — Then all we have is the evidence of Moat and 
Farmer about this M'Gowan. There is no evidence whether this be 
either of the M'Gowans^ or that the document is a genuine document. 
Now, all we have is, that papers — ^what papers ? — were found in an 
open drawer, and searched for, and taken in such a slovenly manner 
that your Lordships were so struck with it that you animadverted 
upon it to the last witness. This is not the best evidence. Where is 
the third person who was present at the search, for instance ? This 
won't do as evidence in a case of life and death. Whether it ever was 
in Hacket's possession is not established. There should have been a 
more effective fixing down of the document to the prisoners. 
(Starkiei 90S,) It is nowhere set forth that this letter is one written 
by a cotton-spinner. 

Mr Sbaw Stbwart.-— The post-marks are evidence sufficient here 
that the letter passed through the postroffiee. But it is objected that 
the best evidooice has not been produced. This is a charge of con- 
spiracy to do many things; and, among others, to hire or employ to 
commit violence. Take the case of M'Manus, &e., invading a house 
and committing violence, which is proved ; — that these parties ab- 
sconded—were outlawed---and that aid was given to the wives of 
theseabacondiBg pwrties^tbat Riddle was ascertained to be in Man- 
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dietter—- that he was Marched for and diaoovered therd— and is now 
in custody, and indicted for trial. It is prored that the letter was found 
in Hacket's house ; that he was Treasurer of the Association is proved 
by his declaration. The letter is not addressed to his house, but to the 
office of the Association. Therefore, it is made out that there is suffi-* 
cient evidence for having this letter identified with the Association^ 
Then, that Hacket had received the letter — he does not deny that ho 
received it ; all he says is that he does not recollect. It is said we must 
prove who Patrick M'Gowan is, and must have him produced* From 
the nature of the case, many parties are implicated in guilt ; but it Is 
not to be expected these could be brought here. On page 11 of the 
indictment, Patrick M'Gowan is speciaUy mentioned. (See charge 2d, 
page 13.) If that Patrick M'Gowan be the writer of the letter, from 
his implication in guilt, we are not bound to produce him. But 
the letter must be in the hands of the Court, that they may Judgo 
whether it can be evidence or not, by reference to its bearing and its 
reference to the Committee. There is an additional evidence in letter 
No. XI., dated 28th May 1837. '' What has become of the ^iO that 
Fatrick mentioned ?" (P« S4.) Again, in a P.8. to that letter, there 
is — '^ Compliments to Mr M*Oowan" 

Mr Robertson.^ — But Patrick wants M'Gowan, and M'Gowan wants 
Patrick. 

Mr Shaw Stewart-— The letter refers to a previous commttnioa* 
tion from Patrick, and at Mancheeter. 

Lord CooKBURN--^Have you, or can you have, any evidence that 
the letter was written by any particular Patrick M'Gowan ? 

Mr Shaw Stewart.— ^No. The letter refers directly to the busi- 
ness of the Association. We are entitled to have the letter laid b»* 
fore the Jury as to the latitude given to the character of the proceed- 
ings. This is authorized by a passage in Hume. — (Hume, II«, 390, and 
Alison, II., 612.) Watsons case there mentioned touches the point to 
which particular attention is requested. Hardie's case referred to by 
Mr Robertson is a different case. Reference is made to Thelwall's let* 
ter. That was not an authorized act, nor connected with the conspira- 
tors : but the present letter is brought home to them, or to their con- 
spiracy. 

The Lord Advocate^— 'The point is, the admissibility of this as 
evidence at all; but this is a question of degree. It is for the Courts 
on reading the letter, to say whether it contains matter to throw die* 
credit upon it, and the prisoner has had full time to prepare to throw 
discredit on it. (Starkie'e Law of Evidence^ II., p. 235.) The letter 
may be sufficient to a certain extent, though not evidence to the full 
extent ; it is evidence as to the proceedings which were going on« 
(See Starkie/s Law of Evidence, II., p. 235-6, as to Margarot's cor« 
respondence.) The question is, whether the letter be an act in the 
prosecution of the conspiracy, by one conspirator to another. I^tinc- 
tions all turn on this point. {Downio S^ Wati'a Trial, 1794.) 

The Soi^icitor^Genbrai. came into Court. — He referred to • caa« 
which is mentioned in Starkie, 236. 

Mr p. M'Nbill.^ — There is no evidence that this Pstriek M'Gowaa 
was a m^mbfr, or that th9 letter ia writtoa by %. mmsAitx of th» 
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ABSOciation. (Starkie, 140 and 613.) In Watson's case^ evidence was 
led> that no one had entered the lodgings after the apprehension^, and 
prior to the search. It is merely alleged here> on this pointy that the 
prisoner has led no evidence to disconnect himself with the letter ; 
but the answer is plain-:— that, up to this stage, the prisoner 
could prove nothing. It is only after the prosecutor's case is com- 
pleted, that the prisoners begin their case with evidence. Refer to 
the specialty in case mentioned, Starhie, II., 234, that no one could 
have access but the prisoner himself, to the place in his lodgings 
where the document lay. Then as to the letter having ever come 
through the post-office, the date is important of the post-mark; 
but on this point look to the authorities. (^Starkie, p. 660, also p. 446 ; 
the King v. Johnston — Note,) The post-mark is^ at most, prima facie 
evidence of the stamping. But here we have no evidence of the 
stamping ; and what stampings are they ? Papers were found and taken 
possession of at Black Boy Close, to which this letter was addressed. 
It is not proved how many letters were found there. Then, several 
days afterwards, this letter, which was directed to Black Boy Close, ia 
found in Hacket's house. But who put it there ? The letter must be 
traced in order to have it received. See Lord William Russell's case. 
The present letter is not proved to have emanated from a conspiracy. 
^ Again, although the word conspiracy has found its way into this case^ 
it is not a case of such nature as to warrant the application of the law 
and authorities in cases of conspiracy properly so called. (See Bur^ 
net*4 Criminal Law — Muir's Case, 4th January 1793.) In Skirving's 
case, the letter was a letter of a member of the Convention ; and it 
came out in a cross-examination of the prisoner that a letter was taken 
from his pocket. In Gerrald's case, a copy of a newspaper, but autho^ 
rized by the Association, was produced without objection. But that is 
not the case here. M 'Gowan was not authorized. The Patrick mentioned 
in the letter which has been referred to, may be Patrick Robertson ; 
and it is not to be presumed that the Mr M 'Gowan in the postscript 
can be the same ; the presumption is otherwise. 
The Judges consulted together. 

Lord Mackenzie did not think the letter wholly inadmissible; 
and what degree of effect was to be given was another matter. There 
is prima facie evidence that the letter was found in Hacket's custody — 
that is, in the house occupied by him. The address, the post-mark, 
and other circumstances, raise a most reasonable belief that the letter 
was received by Hacket. This letter, directed to the treasurer, and 
containing the matter it does, relative to the private affairs of this 
conspiracy^ bearing in its tenor to be by a person connected with the 
conspiracy, is an important adminicle as to the character of the Asso- 
ciates. There is a distinction between this and the point we have 
formerly decided in this case, upon hearsay evidence. 

Lord Moncrieff considered it satisfactory that such a point should 
be decided ; but agreed with Lord Mackenzie. It cannot be assumed 
that this is the letter of M* Gowan ; but it is one purporting to be 
written by a person employed in the business of the Association, ad-< 
dressed to the Treasurer, on cash matters, at the Black Boy Tavern, 
9nd finds its way intp Hacket's house> and into his repositories; and 
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we are bound to consider the contents^ and say whether this letter 
Bhall go to the Jury t)r not^ according to the common-sense view of 
the case^ and as Hacket^ in his declaration^ gives no denial and 
expresses no surprise. 

Lord Cockbitrn- was of opinion^ under the whole circumstances^ 
that Hacket received the letter. As a juryman^ he would hold that 
Hacket received the letter. But the letter is not traced to a conspi- 
rator as the writer* In all the cases mentioned, the difficulty was 
always that the letter was not offered as a thing, as it is here ; but 
that it was the letter of conspirators. Here, by reading the letter, 
we see that this is a letter having distinct reference to the Associa- 
tion. I look at the letter just as one of the boxes or other things put 
in in evidence yesterday, affecting the prisoners or their Association 
and its proceedings. Look at the letter as an anonymous letter, or as 
a placard. 

Lord Justice-Clerk concurred with their Lordships. — If the ques- 
tion had been raised at the outset of the trial, and before the evidence 
that has already been led in this case, the case might have been dif- 
ferent ; but after so much evidence on the proceedings and character 
of this Association^ it must be received. Hold the letter to be 
anonymous, it is of consequence — it is a document which cannot be 
withheld from the Jury. — Objection repelled. 

The letter was then read. (Inventory, No. XII., p. 24.) 

David Fleming. — Is a criminal officer in the Glasgow Police Esta- 
blishment. Knows the Oakbank Factory. Recollects the strike. Was 
sent to that factory when new hands were taken in there. Six cri- 
minal officers, besides day-policemen^ composing a force of sixteen or 
seventeen, to protect the new hands. The greatest force of crowd 
was between the mills and Cowcaddens. Crowd composed of work- 
men employed in in-door labour — manufacturers. When the mill was 
closing for the evening, the crowd was greatest. Upon the road, coming 
down Ann Street, saw a number of persons, one night, coming towards 
the toll at Cowcaddens. Crowd running towards the toll or Gushet 
House. Two had taken refuge ; one. Farmer, was bleeding, the other, 
Gordon, appeared also hurt^ and witness has seen them both in at- 
tendance. Rescued them, and sent for additional force, and conveyed 
them to police office* Thinks this was about the 10th or llth May. 
It strikes him that a portion of the mill was opened that day with new 
hands. A portion of police were then stationed for several days for 
their protection. 

James Smart recalled. — My district is the Calton. There are 
numerous factories there. I know the factory of the Mile-end Spin- 
ning Company. Remember the strike. My attention was directed on 
15th May to the gates being opened for new hands. Application was 
made to me for force. I stationed ten policemen on the 15th. I in- 
structed them not to interfere unless the workers were molested in 
passing to or from their work. J was often there myself. On the 
15th I found a great crowd, and that the force I had sent was insuffi- 
cient for keeping the place in proper order, and therefore I doubled 
it. The new hands got their victuals brought to them in the factory, 
-which was surrounded by thousands of people, generally the workers 
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•f ih«ftorUt of that dMclriptign. Kn«w » grMt immberef th«m p«i^ 
•oiuilly^ M pcTMBfl vho had ttniek v<nrk. Towards oTeiUBg^ tlio crowds 
iooreaaed coiuddorably. Wo, tho poliee, eacortod the workof* honiau 

A number of the crowd behaved very badly^ poshing againat th» 
polioo and tho poraons they were conveying; and hooting and hiaalng 
took plaee* Next day crowd aiaembled in greater nnzabMra at tiie 
Milo^end work. A police force was there the whole day. JBscortod 
tho spinners home that night too. Large crowd foUowed, coming 
from Park Lane. The police wore likely to bo boat altogether in a 
very short time. Apprehended BLoddie, who waa one of the moat 
forward, and took him to the oiico. I caused the Magistrates' pro» 
olamation, issued some timo before, to bo posted up in our distriet* 
Mob continued daily till the 9Qd, wheh Keddie waa brought to trial* 
We had meantime apprehended several others. Young, Bteveoson, 
M'Bride, Connel, M'Luskie, M'£lwell, Buchanan, and Johnston, were 
•pprehended. I don't remember Lynch. Was at Keddie's trial. He 
was found guilty. I recollect what took place. Mr Oemmel inters 
fared, and sentence wes postponed, and no more disturbance took 
^ee there for some time. 

BftERiFr Aluon stated, with reference to this witnesa not examining 
Hacket's house more particularly, that this matter was entrusted to 
the sheriff officer; and that he considered it right to mention that this 
witness holds a high professional character. 

LoBD Justios-Clebk. — The Court sees this from his answers 
now made ; but the circumstance was a remarkable one. The ex* 
planation is satisfactory. 

GnenoE JaFntcY. — ^I am Superintendent of the Gorbals Police, Glas- 
gow. I remember the strike in April. My assistance, as a peace officer, 
was required in protecting the new hands. About 8th May, it was 
reported to me that the new men of tho Adelphi mill were annoyed. 
Went and found men apparently stationed to watch the Adelphi and 
other two mills. Seeing these Guards, I took measurea to have men 
ready in case of actual violence ; instructing my men not to interfere 
otherwise, I examined day and night. Saw a constant systematic 
diange of the Guards take place, attended by a crowd of men-, 
women, and children — ^the men appeared to be cotton-spinnen ; and 
I knew some of them to be so. The changes whidi took plaoe were 
among these spinners, some of whom I knew. This eonttnued for 
eome weeks. Several assaults took plaoe ; but these happened to be 
beyond my jurisdiction. I remember the investigation into Gray and 
Kean's case. 

Mi^BOARET LocHRiBor Smith. — ^I am the widow of JohnSmith, who was 
a cotton^pinner. I don't know the exact date of his death. He waa 
in the employment of Houlds worth Sf Co,, spinners, Anderston. Re- 
sided in Houldsworth's Land, or Barracks, Cheapside Street. Know 
there was a strike of the spinners in April. My husband worked in 
Houldsworth's after the strike. I remember going with my husband 
to the market on a Saturday night in Clyde Street Cheapside is 
not so full of shops as other streets. We always— very often — went to 
Clyde Street to make market. It waa eryiag eleven when wo went 
into Washington Stroot Bud into a diop there^ whidi ia aear Clyde 
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Street. Th«i we went into a fleiher s eboot the end of Cljde fltraBl« 

along the Anderston Walk. After bein|^ in these ahope, went into 
John Bain'e shop in Clyde Street. Thie would be e quarter or twenty 
minutes past eleven^ or pei^aps rather more. After leayiny Bain's^ 
had to go down by the foot of Clyde Street^ intending to go home by 
the Broomielaw« Went down the street. I kn|Ow Mrs Cross's shop. 
We passed that, and then my husband was shot. I was by his side« 
walking together. The shot came from behind our becks. Husband 
fell forward. I looked rounds but I was started by the repor$« and 
my senses almost forsook me from agitation/— only 1 saw four persons. 
] could not call them men^ more than that they were bodies. They were 
behind— dark bodies. 1 stooped to lift up my husband by the arm. 
I did not know where the persons went. The persons did not come 
to my assistance. I don't know in what direction they went. When 
I rose, i did not remember to look after the persops, and the first ap* 
parently who came to my assistance was a man firom the bottmn of the 
street. 1 had screamed out murder two or three times. By the time 
that man reached, more persons were round me. I do not know any one 
of the persons who came to my assistance* When my husband was lifted, 
I went up the street before them. He was carried to the doctor's shop 
at the head of Clyde Street. He was afterwards taken in a coach to the 
Inftrmary. I did not examine his body in the shop-— the doctor did 
not allow me. I was with my husband in the Infirmary when he dsh- 
parted (died.) When we left Cheapside, went up Clyde Street^ round 
by head of Clyde Street. Went round Washington Street^ When my 
husband came to himself, he said he was shot. He said nothing then to 
meabout the cause; Isupposed it was for working; he waa what is called 
a nob. He had not expressed any fears of injury before that. I re* 
member men passing as Guards about Honldsworth's. 1 was not 
much acquainted with any of the Guards. 1 do not think I could 
name one of them. I see M'Leea standing up. 1 think I have ieen 
him passing and repassing the street like another man. i t was a fac^ 
I thought, when I saw him in Bridewell* that I had seen before ; and 
I thought this might be about the time when the Guards were at 
Houldsworth s MHl. The man I now see is the same man 1 saw in 
Bridewell.^ Honldsworth's Barracks are doae to the mill. 

Lord JusTmB-CLi:nn.~In the course of your shopping that night;, 
did you see any persons? 

WiTVEss. — We passed persons, and saw three at the head of Clyde 
Street, and knew two of them, a boy, Arthur M'Grady — lihe other had 
just come from Spain — I do not know his name ; the third 1 did not 
know. No persons spoke to us. 1 took no parttcoiar notice. Fifty 
people might be passing and repassing, and this was so in the di&rent 
streets. Had no observation of any one that appeared to be following 
ns. No one spoke. My husbuid came home past ten. The police 
were calling the hear. We went out then together, and wwe at Clyde 
Street when eleven was calling by the policeman coming down* and 
we were going up. 

By Mr Robertson. — Do not know how far past Cross' shop we 
had passed — a little bit. The spot was opposite factory. There is 
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.ftn open spac6-*--ft gable— on one side. I pointed out the spot to two 
or three different gentlemen.' . . 

PfiTEB M'QuisTON. — Is a land-surveyor in Glasgow. I made a plan ; 
it is Gorreet. (Copies were handed to the Court and to the Jury, 
(See XLIV.^ page 31.) I see Clyde Street. £ £ are woodyardiE, 
right hand going down ; F is a church ; G is the shop of Cross, at the 
corner ; N^ opposite, is the shop of John Bayne ; K, I, and H, oppoate^ 
ate shops ; K is Cotton's shop ; I is the shop of John Shaw ; H of 
Henry Birrel. On the opposite side, near bottom of street. A, can^e* 
shop of Boyd ; C, sh<^ of W. Stewart, formerly the shop of Bernard 
O'Donnell ; D is shop of Arch. WiUison. There are a number of 
through-going doses from Clyde Street into Piccadilly Street. AboTe 
the yards, there is a black spot, where there is a tfarough-going cloae ; 
and above, there is another, both into a court, and thence to Piccadilly 
Street. Below H, there is another entire division, and passage from 
that into Piccadilly Street. Going upwards, there are several other 
such communications between Piccadilly Street and Clyde Street. In 
Piccadilly Street, there is unbuilt ground, and at R. R., there is a com- 
munication from Piccadilly Street into Cheapside Street. Houlds- 
worth's barracks look into that street. They are marked P. P. P. ; 
and the mill is marked O. PiccadiUy and Cheapside are retired 
streets-— not entirely built.. The distance between the top or bottom 
of Clyde Street, and the Salt Market, does not appear from the plan — 
but is fully one mile. Don't know the length of Salt Market ; suppose 
a quarter of a mile. 

Cro99~e»am%ned by Mr Rod£»r80N — I measured distance between 
Cameron's shop in the Saltmarket, and spot marked A on plan, and 
Clyde Street. 1 paced it — it is one mile and 192 yards. That is by the 
nearest way. I paced the distance from M'Uwraith's shop in Bridge- 
gate Street, to the same point A ; by the nearest n'ay, the distance is 
1712 yards. The nearest way is by Miller s Place, King Street ; along 
it, to Bridgegate Street ; along it, to Stockwell Street ; along it and 
Clyde, to foot of Clyde Street, and up Clyde Street, to point A. 
Another way, going down Saltmarket, and along Clyde the whole way. 
This would be a little longer. Third route is by Princes' Street and 
along Argyle Street; the second route might be a difference of 20 yards. 
The third way would be a difference of a quarter of a mile. The dis- 
tance between the Gallowgate to A, by the nearest route, think a 
mile and a quarter, or a mile and a half. Distance from A to Barrow- 
field, nearly three miles. , A is the spot where I was told by Mrs 
Smith the murder was committed. Washington Street has no through- 
going close to Clyde Street. 

Load Justioe-Clerk. — This looks as if a defence of ctlibi is to be set 
up, and the defence should have been put in to that effect. I do not 
know what the prosecutor knows ; but neither the Court nor Jury have 
heard anything of a special defence. It should have been read at the 
outset of the case. 
The defences were here read, as follows :— 
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DEFENCES. 

Hit defenders are not gnilty of any of the charges contained in the 
HbeL 

SPECIAL BBFBNCE. 

The prosecutor has not specified the precise hour at which the 
alleged murder of Smith is said to have been committed. None of the 
defenders were at the alleged lacu9 delicti (place of murder) at the 
time of the alleged murder. During the whole, or the greater part 
of the night of the 88d July> 1837, the defender, Hanter, was in the 

houses or shops of Robert Johnston> and M' Arthur, at or near 

Barrowfield Toll, or in the ricinity thereof ; the defender, MXean^ 
was in the public houses of Angus Cameron in Saltmarket, and > 
M'llwraith, in Bridge Street, Olasgow, or in the vicinity of thes^ 
places ; and the other defenders were in the tavern of William Smith 
in Gallowgate Street, or in the vicinity thereof. 

Signed by the Pbisonbrs' Counsel. ' 

Dr Pagan. — lam one of the medical officers of the Glasgow Infirmary* 
I remember John Smith, a patient, coming to the Infirmary early on 
Sunday morning, 93d July, shot in the back and in right arm. Every 
attention was paid him. He died on Tuesday morning. Made a po9i 
mortem examination of tl^e body. (Reads it — See No. XXXV., page 
S9.) A bullet had passed through Smith's spine. Have no doubt 
the flattened ball shewn is the one I took from the body. I got 
other from Mr Salmond. I weighed them all. The two I got 
from Mr Salmond were within a few grains of the weight of the 
other. I understand that bullets lose a little in weight by firing 
th^m ; difference, I think, was ^y% grains. 

John Smith's declaration was here read. (See No. XXXI II., p. ^8.) 

Robert Christib was sworn, and warned that the law would give 
him fiill protection, if he told the truth. Was a spirit-dealer in the 
Gallowgate of Glasgow. Joined nine years come February next. 
Swore to support the Association in all respects, and to keep secrecy, 
and not to reveal where I was sworn. I was sworn in Hutchison- 
town. Left my employment three weeks before the strike, but had 
been keeping a public house besides for three years in Hutchisontown. 
Keep a Public still. Had one also at one time in the Gkllowgate. 
Took it up some little time after the strike — ^three weeks after the 
term day. Closed it five days or so after the murder of Smith. I 
know M'Lean, and also M'Niel. 1 have known them some time. I 
have known M'Niel shortest — M'Lean for three years. He was often 
about my house in Gallowgate. Do not know the other prisoners — 
Hunter, Hacket, and Gibb-— so long, nor so well, until of late. 
I know Mr Thomson's Adelphi spinning miU. I recollect the night 
that Smith was murdered. Before that, M'Lean was in the habit of 
frequenting my house — not long before. I remember a conversation 
shortly before, in my house, with M'Lean, about Arthur, the Adelphi 
manager. The strike, at that time, had lasted a good while. On the 
night of the conversation, M'Lean came into my shop, and said he 
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was going an errand to the other side of the water. I said^ if he would 
wait^ I was going to close my A9p in H few minutes, and I would 
accompany him. It was late. I did so. He waited, I closed, and 
we weat on together* Before we reached 8i AndreW** flqtiare, he 
spoke to me several times concerning Mr Arthur. I did not 
understand at first what he meant ; hut, when we came the length 
pf 6t Andrew's Square, he said he was going direct aeroes the waterj 
to death Mr Arthur. I tremhled when I heard the word* he ex* 
pressed, and I hegan to flatter him, and put him off the notion. He 
said he was determined to do so, and he gave a wee bit stagger to 
aside, and put his hand in his pocket, and eaid, ^' It is here that will 
do him." It was his coat pocket* I still continued to coax him, and 
put him off doing this, but he still persisted, and said he would be 
damned but he would. No more paesed concerning Arthur till we 
reached the £nglish Church, which was in our road, and near to Glaa** 
gow Green. When we reached the church, MXean was making an 
awful noise about Arthur, and I put my hand on his mouth pnrposeljr> 
to prevent him speaking so loud ; and told him if he would not speak 
lower, the people might hear. I told him to stop speaking altogether 
•— tiie people passing would take notice^ and I was aAraid of danger; but 
MXean damned himself there was no fear — ^meaning thereby, of peo- 
ple hearing him. He still continued speaking of Arthur on our way 
going home. When we reached the bridge— about the middle of it— - 
he put his hand again to his coat pocket, and said, '^ I'm damned, b^ 
it's here I will do the b— i" He told me, also, that there wore three 
ehums who were to meet him at the other end of the bridge, and be 
named two of thMn — one, James M'Donald ; and the other, Jsmeii 
Keith. When he came to the end of the bridge, I was going away, 
and he made for the foot of Crown Street. When he went to the foot 
of the street, he returned, and swore he would be damned— *or some 
other oath — ^that they were not there ; nnd he ran forwnrd to me and 
eaid, " I'm damned but I'll do him myself!" When I heard the expree^ 
sion, I repeated some flattery and coaxing, but he seemed not to mind* 
When I saw him so anxious about Arthur, I asked him if he knew 
whereArthur was that night, and heanswered, that he knew damned wdl 
where he was. I coaxed him to turn, and I was trembling. I coaxed 
him to go home. I advised him to turn, but he forald not mind ma. 
At >this time we were near the foot of the street. I advised him ter- 
ribly, for I thought it my duty. He then naked the loan of sixpence, 
but I declined ; however, I gave him some coppers, and said, if he 
would go home, like a good man, and reflect in the morning, ho would 
be pleased that he had not committed such an action. I taw that I 
had rather persuaded him« and he promised to go home ; and I eaid 
that I would not leave him till he would promise faithfuUy to go 
home. He was turning to go home, and I was not contented, but 
asked his hand, and he said, '^ I'll give you my hand, B<^;" and he did 
it* I held his hand, and told him to go straight home. He promised, 
and he went away, and I stood* and, after he was a few yards distant, 
I cried after him to be^ure« I did not eee him any more till aliker 
the amzder of Smith. When he put his head aft hie pocket a»d 
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•taggitred^ I taw the butt end of a pistol^ ee I thought. He had got % 
^ood glaee of epirite. He wae elevated. He wae iralking straight hy 
the time we parted* He knew what he waa saying perfectly welL 
He iaq^reased me by hia earnestness^ that he really intended to do 
what he said, and 1 did not think they were the mere ravings of a 
drujik man. 1 saw M'Lean next on the Tuesday following Smith's 
mvrder, in so far as I think* This conversation was on the Wed^*^ 
oesday or Thursday preceding the murder, which was a Saturday. 
On Tuesday ^morning, the first of my hearing of him, was that I 
understood he was in M'Quire's, as M'Quire had come into my shop. 
MXean came into my shop about half-past 7 o'clock, A.tf*, or betweea 
that and 8 o'clock. We had some few words of conversation, and 
asked me what £dward M'Quire had been saying to me about the debt 
that he, M'Lean, owed me. He was in my debt at this time* I told 
him that M'Quire had told me that he, M'Lean, had been telling 
M'Quire that he would be damned if he would pay me more than lOsu 
or lUs* M'Lean said — ^' You need not be afraid of the debt. Don't 
you know what Edwsrd M'Quire is ?" I said I knew nothing about 
the man, but M'Quire was wanting to purchase the debt; and that he had 
offered 10s. in full for it, but the debt was 25s. ; but I said to M'Lean 
that I had said to M'Quire, that I would rather take my own risk of 
my dcl>t, and he M'Lean said, " You will get all your debt, every 
fraction ;" and he said, " For you know that the Committee is never 
dishonourable in these debts." He said he was gomg up that 
- day to get some money from the Committee, and that he would pay 
me 10a. of the debt, and I might go to the Gonmiittee at any tima and 
get the rest. He then left the shop. 
CouBT. — ^What Committee ? 

I suspected, at the time, that the Secret Select Committee was what 
ha meant, at Black Boy Close. I was aware that thare waa such a 
Committee then in existence among the cotton^inners. This waa 
quite well known. Prior to this, at my own shop door, before 
Smith's murder, it was commonly mentioned by spinners at my 
door, that nothing was done yet. M'Lean came over to my other 
ahop in Hutchisontown, on a Sunday evening* I saw him. Other 
four were with him. One of them* Daniel Montgomerie, called me 
to the back d6or, and asked me for something, and he said he 
would send out Willie, meaning M'Lean. M'Lean came out, and 
adced me for a pair of dark gloves. This was in a back green. I 
agreed to give him a pair. I got him a pair, and asked what he waa 
to do with them, and he answered, '' Oh, naething." They sat till it waa 
pretty late* I went into them, and told them it was getting to IS 
o'clock, and that they must go away, and M'Lean had his head on the 
table, and Montgomerie told him to come away, and then M'Lean put 
hia hands to his coat pockets, and Said " All's right." They were 
going out at the back door, and M'Lean turned and asked if I had 
heard of anything, and I said, " No," and he said they were watch*- 
ing for Arthur for two or three nights back. He brought the gloves 
baiek on the Tuesday before Smith's murder, and said that they had 
been at a certain house, but uraa directed to the wrong d^por;^ and that 
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they had put their shoulders to the door> and driven in the panels^ 
and went in, and that the wife was on her knees^ with her arms round 
her hushand's neck^ praying for mercyi and the woman said to 
the three individuals, for the love of God not to meddle her 
hushand ; and the hushand spoke out and said> they were directed to 
the wrong house^ but to go away^ and there would be no more of it^ 
and the panels would be sorted ; and he said, '^ No wonder that she 
said so^ to see three awful-like ruffians like us go in upon her." On 
the Tuesday after the murder, at my shop in the Gallowgate, I saw 
li^im for the second time of that day, about 11 o'clock. He came in 
and asked for some spirits, along with Thomas Campbell and the same 
Montgomerie, cotton-spinners. M'Lean remained in the shop outside, 

and the two went in, and then he said, " I've made one b sleep." 

I said, ^^ O William, what's that you are saying ?" And he pointed to a 
placard on the opposite side of the street; and I said, *' Yes. It's an offer 
of £60 of a reward ;" and he said, '^ No ; it's £500 ;" and I took him by 
the breast, and told him to make his escape as quick as possible ; 
" for," says I, " you wUl be apprehended." He turned and said, 
" There's nae down. They are awa after another man at Liverpool" 
— ^meaning the suspicion was not on himself. He asked for a light to 
his pipe; and I told him to go to next close, up the back stair — ^he would 
find a light there. When he was going out, he put his hand in his' 
pocket, and then held out his hand, saying, " There's the wee paw 
that did the trick.*" I asked him if any person saw him do it ; and he 
answered, that " He took damned good care of that." He also formally 
put himself into a position of firing a pistol ; and did thus, (shewing ;) 
and then M'Lean just said — ^' He walked off," I asked, if he ran 
away ; and he answered, " No ; I just ran across the street." He got 
a light, and then joined the company. He was in and out of my shop 
two or three times besides that. One time he came in with James 
Keith, to the best of my knowledge, and the other was the same 
Montgomerie. That day, in the afternoon, MXean came in alone, and 

said he had done one b -, and he would do some more of them ; and 

said he had done Miller in Lancefield, when no other person would take 
it in hand. .That person was a spinning-master ; and that he got £S0 
or £100 of a reward for it. I think that he referred to Miller getting 
a terrible beating. ^* I wish to God," he said, ^* that there were three 
days of darkness, that I might do all the b s !" You would know 
that he had been drinking. He spoke a great deal of foolish talk. He 
was sleeping upon the seats in the back room sometimes. On Wednes* 
day, next day, I saw him in the fore part of the day. I had some 
conversation with him. M'Donald, I think James, and another were 
with him. They began to speak of going to America, ^nd M'Lean 
said he was going, and I asked if he was prepared, and he aaid ^^ All 
that has been sorted for me." When he was going out, he said '' The 
Committee have supplied me with them things." Before he left the 
room, I said that I had friends in America, and they wished me to 
go ; I said I should like to go, and he said — " Let who will go, I 
must go," and he nodded his head ; and he spoke about going with 
Hamilton Brothers, and was to be second steward on the passage. 
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After thiSj on the same day, I gaw him and some others again in mj 
shop. They had some spirits^ and he told me that it was to go 
down to the old account^ «nd I was not to he afraid of it. He meant 
the Committee account. He tasted the spirits. There were three 
or four with him; he was in the room^ and his (M' Lean's) head was 
resting on his hands on the tahle^ and one of the lads said he^ M'Lean^ 
should he away — it was a wonder he was not away. I don't know 
these persons. They were spinners. I did not see him after Wednes- 
day. The last time I saw him was late that afternoon. On the same 
occasion^ one of the lads came out and said, "• Boh^ I heard that Smith 
was dead yesterday" — I said^ "Oh, is he ?" and he said, "Yes, I heard 
so yesterday;" and he returned to the room. M'Lean came out and 
was going to speak, hut people heing in the shop, I pushed M'Lean 
hack into the room. When the strangers went away, M'Lean told 
me that Smith had been questioned by Houldsworth and Salmond^ 
who asked Smith if he knew who had done the deed, and that Smith had 
answered no. He swore an oath, and said, "Little did they think I did 
it," He went away, and afterwards I heard of his apprehension. He 
rarely had any money. Once I saw him with money. I gave him credit 
to the account of the Committee. He was often with the Committee^ 
dnd they all frequented my house. I went to the Committee rooms on 
Wednesday, and not when he bade me on Thursday. He told me to 
call for Hacket, and if not him to see M'Niel. I went and asked 
for M'Niel. I saw him, the prisoner. He came out, and I told 
him 1 wanted a little debt paid — £1 : 5s. ; wholly contracted by 
M'Lean and his associates. M'Niel said he could not pay it at all, as 
M'Lean was contracting too much upon the Committee. M'Niel bade 
me stay a minute until he should return to the rooms. I stayed ; 
but lost patience, as my shop was not sufficiently attended to. I made 
some communication to James Tod, to the best of my knowledge, on 
Tuesday night after Smith's murder. I went to Mr Salmond's, and 
was examined, and let go. The second time I was kept in safety. 

By the Coubt. — I did not tell Mr Salmond all the story I have now 
told. 

Cross-examined by Mr Robertsok. — When I was away, I was visiting 
friends in London. When I said to M'Lean I would like to go to 
America, I had no serious intentions. About a fortnight before that, 
I had serious intentions. I had abandoned my resolution during the 
intervening period. I cannot give any reason. I said to M'Lean 
that I was wishing many times to go. I gave up the shop on the 
Wednesday night after the murder of Smith. I had formed my inten^ 
tion of giving up my shop a fortnight or so before the murder. I lived 
in Hospital Street, and had then a shop there. I have a wife and family. 
Or. the night 1 walked with M'Lean along the bridge, after closing 
my shop, there were no persons with us. A great many persons on the 
streets. When we came to the English Church, he made great noise. 
Know no reason for MXean's communications ; but that he was com- 
ing about my shop. Did not mention the conversation with M'Lean 
to any one but my wife, and I only mentioned the murder of Smith, 
I do not remember whether I mentioned the Bridge conversation to 
my wife or not. It was a Sunday night the gloves wi^e hom>wed'««v 
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4i»flaiidbyUfim Smith's ttmrdnr. I did not ksow th* objeot. Tli«y 
v«re blftek wcxnted glovei« John or Rohort Otbuvn waf with M'Leaa 
on that Sandaj — one John Brown^ Montgomeriej and Thomaa Can^ 
hell. I do not remembor Lochrie. There were waly four and M'i ^ean^ 
80 far aa I reooUect. No one heard the eonreraation about the gloTea. 
1 had been in the room. First Montgomerie aaked a pair of vdtM, in 
a eUttdeatine kind of way^ and I aaked for an explanation ; and hm 
said, '' Oh^ jou are not up 1" and he said, '' I'll send out Willie/' This 
was at the back door. Willie said«^'^ It's glores ;" and I aaid I would 
get him a pair, and he went in, and I went to my goodmother's, Mra 
M'Kenaie^ second cloee abore. I got them from her. They wer* 
men's gloves. 1 aaked them first from my wife. I did not know 
whether she had them, I thought my mother-in-law might have n 
pair of her deceased husband's^ I returned, and gave them to him at 
the back door. I aaked him out of the room. I was to give him 
them at the door of the room^ but he poshed out at the back*doot» 
After he got the gloves^ I suspected something wrong. My wife sus« 
pected this too. On that Sunday evening, they had eight or nine gilln 
among the five — ^they were drunk. They were quite sober-like when I 
came into the house. M'Lean lay with his head on the table, apparently 
asleep, after he had got the gloves. Either Monday or Tuesday after 
he got them, he returned them to me at the Gallowgate ah<^. Daniel 
Montgomerie was preaent at thia time. It was at this time ho told 
me about- breaking the panel of the door, and the woman on her 
knees. This was in the shop. The room is to the left. He waa 
behind Montgomerie, who was going out. He told me a part of it in 
the room, and part in the ahop. Montgomerie and he came into the 
shop together. He gave me the gloves over the table in the room. 
I cannot say how long they were in the shop at that time. They 
were in my premises about twenty, or twenty-five minutes altogether. 
I went into the room. No one was in the shop that I remember, 
when I went into the room. Can't say if the room door was shut at 
alL The gloves were giv«ot in presence of Montgomerie. M'Lean 
spoke as they both came from the room to the shop^-Montgomerie 
first. Can't say how far M'Lean had gone on with his story before they 
eame to the shopw Montgomerie made no remark. I understood him 
to mean Montgomerie, as he was present ; and supposed Campbell to 
be the other *' ruffian" alluded to by M'Lean. Can't say Mont, 
gomerie heard. He was near. Don't say he is deaf. He might have 
heard. He did not make answer. I never measured the roorn^ 
M'Lean spoko low and slow. Did he swear low? He swore rather 
flow, and was speaking low. He spoke in the room, near the 
window— >all sat beside one another^-pretty close~-near the win* 
dow. 

Mr RonnnTSON.-- Have you any doubt flie«p^ sir, that Mimtgomerie 
heard all this conversation ? 

WiTNCss. — I don't know if he heard it all. I cannot say how long I 
was in the room — twenty minutes, perhaps. I oould see into the shop« 
I don't remember whether the door was wholly shut. There is • 
partition. I sat facing the lads on the opponte side of the table. 
M'Lem was nowrest to the door. There are two rooms beaidea 
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Hu^ ihop. The ane the lads vere m was to tliA l«ft, Tl» wm« 
dow looks into the Gallowgate. The shop door opens also to tho 
Gallovgato. When M'Lean told all that paased^ it could be kno«m 
he was drinking. What I told M'Lean that M'Quire had said, 
was trac. There was no person with M'Lean when he first told 
aie about the shooting. It was eleven o'clock. It ooold be known 
be had some liquor. No one heard that eonversation. No person 
wee coming <» going while M'Lean was tellinfi^ me. The shop door 
was open. He never told me anything as to Smith in presenoe of any 
one— not of Montgomerie* The last thing was when he was coming 
into the shop in the afternoon. One of the fodiah things that M'Lean 
•aid, which I alluded to> was the days of darkness. I did not pay 
attention to any of the foolish things. One was^^' I've done for 
theb ." 

Mr RoBBBTBON. — Yon told us that before. Tell me the foolish 
things that he said> besides what you told us before. 

[The witness^ in answer^ two or three times proceed e d with some 
part of the statement already given.] 

Mr RoBBBssoN.^ — I want the fooli^ things. 

Witness. — ^About doing for the b ? 

Mr RoBEBTsoN. — Was that one of the f oolidi things ? [A^pause.] 

WiTMBSi.— I don't particularly mind. I did not heed. 

Mr BoBSBTsoMw-— Oive me the foolish thinge apart from what vou 
have told ua. I aak you, for the third time, what were the fooUdi 
things? 

Wiwr— , I diaremember them. 

Mr RoBSBTsow.— Do you remember any eatpresnon he used f 

WiTNBSs.^Yes. On Tuesday, after he eaid he had doBO the 
triek, or*— — 

Mr RoBBBTaoir.r^T]iat you told us. 

Covxir. — Do you remember anything besides what jofi haye told 
us. [A pause.] 

Mr RoBBBTsosf . — ^What led to all this e<mversation ? 

WiTBMs.— >lt was concerning the crimes he had been commltthig. 

Mr RoBBBTso«.^~-It was concerning the crimes he had been eov^ 
mitting 1 Did you ever hear that there was any reward offered for the 
person who would give information and evidence as to the mutder of 
Smith? 

WiTtnwk^Yes, I did, that Tueeday when M'Lean let me see it 
placarded on the wall opposite. After he told me, I read it. I only 
saw one to my knowledge. I heard of another, but net till after I 
came back from London. I disremember where I first heard it. I 
gave information first about all this, after I was in prison. 1 believe 
I was in perfect safety in London. . 

Mr BoBBBneir. — ^Being In perfect safety In London, why did yon net 
give information to the authorities there ? 

Witness. — I cattBot give an implicit answer to that ; one thing 
ie dear, that it might be a bad job for me, and would do me evil 
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•enoe of the- Sheriff, before 70a made the dieclonures you have now 
sworn to? 

Witness. — ^I was examined six or seven times before the Sheriff^ 
before I told all I have now disclosed. I was reluetant, knowing that I 
was under an oath not to reveal anything about the Association, and 
knowing that many individuals had been shot at and burnt with 
vitriol by that Association. It was a scrupulous fear of my oath, and 
of that danger, which made me keep silence to the Sheriff until I 
became persuaded, by strong assurance of the sheriff, of protection 
and safety. I did not tell, though it was a right thing to disclose a 
murder, until that I saw I was in safety ; and I did not refuse to speak 
out, because M'Lean's statements had left any doubt upon my mind 
of the truth of what he had told me. It was the breaking of the oadi 
and the fear. To the best of my knowledge, M'Lean had a green 
coat, moleskin or fustian trowsers, and a black hat. 

By Lord Moncrieff. — I left my wife and children in Glasgow while 
I was in London. 

Lord Justice-Clerk, after impressing the witness with his situa^ 
tion as on oath, asked — Are the statements you have now made true ? 
—or are they false ? 

Witness. — They are true. 

James Hamilton. — Is a shipping agent, and a partner of Hamiltons, 
Brothers, & Co., Broomielaw, Glasgow. Shewn a letter of 17th July 
addressed to himself from a correspondent in Liverpool, as to the sail- 
ing of a vessel, Henry IV., which was advertised to sail from Liver- 
pool on the 24th, for New York. I recollect of some persons waiting 
on me, after the 17th, to take a passage. Several persons applied for a 
passage for a spinner. We had some conversation. .The letter would 
be received on the 18th. I think the conversation would be some day 
after that, which was a Tuesday, but not later than Friday following. 
I read the letter to the persons who called, it was now read. (See No. 
XXVI. p. 27.) The date of sailing was the 24th, and from LiverpooL 
M'Niel is not one of the persons. M'Lean is one. He inquired about 
a steerage passage. There was another man with him, very short, not 
any of the other prisoners. I gave them particulars. They did not 
take the passage, but said he would call back — ^but he did not. 

By Mr Robertson. — Never saw MXean before, that I know of. I 
saw him afterwords in Bridewell. I think he had on a velveteen coat 
when he called, and I am perfectly satisfied that he is the man. He 
wanted to know the rates. I told him. He said, being a poor spinner, 
he hoped I would take him for less. There were no spinners going 
abroad then, though a very great number had been going from the 
Society, ai^d we understood that the Society paid for them. The So- 
ciety directly paid frequently for spinners' passages, and passed drafts 
for spinners and their families. With few exceptions, understood 
them all to take fictitious names for debt or the like. 

By Lord Advocate.-— He did not tell me his name. 

WihUAM Armstrong. — Is clerk to Hamilton, Brothers, & Co. Sees 
the letter mentioned by last witness, and remembers about the vessel 
sailing. Remembers that the week that Smith was murdered spinners 
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-appUed for .a passage by five m^, 6a the Monday or Tuesday prior 
to the murder. Mr Hamilton was not in. They asked the rate* of 
pmssageto New South Wales, then to New York. Told them. I see 
distinctly. [The prisoners were made to put on their hats.] The 
persons who called that day were not dressed as the prisoners are. 1 
think that the middle one (M'Niel) is one. I don't see any of the 
other five. They were to return when Mr Hamilton should be in. 
They mentioned no time. Did not see them again. They spoke 
generally^ — passage*money of a steerage passage. 

Adam Dixon. — I am a cotton-spinner in Hutehisontown of Glasgow. 
1 have been a spinner thirteen years. Prior to the strike^ I was with 
Oswald .& Co. 1 have been a member of the Association thirteen 
years, t was initiated in the Black Boy tavern. I was not sworn — no 
«iath was administered to me afterwards. The articles of their so- 
ciety were read when I was admitted. I know there was a strike in 
April. I . joined in it. I attended general meetings of the society 
after it. 1 attended a meeting when twelve individuals were ap- 
pointed^ called the Finance Committee. This was two or three days 
after tlie strike commenced. Some called it the Supply Committee. 
I was not a member of that Committee. I never heard of a Secret 
Select Committee. My name is Adam Dixon. I never heard of 
such a Committee. I have heard of select meetings ; having the most 
wise and judicious of their number from each shop appointed to 
attend^ when important measures required discussion. There was 
such a selection of wise and judicious men sent from the shops. They 
were Delegates^ one from each shop. These were appointed shortly 
after the strike — four weeks. Archibald M'Kay was appointed from 
our ^op. Got instructions that a meeting was wanted of a man from 
each shop, by the Committee. This was stated at a general meeting 
of the Association^ which was held in the Universalists' Chapel. Cus- 
tomary- to send Delegate to Committee every week. The Delegate 
continues generally two months. There was a Delegate both before 
and after the strike. The Delegates are the wise and judicious men. 
. The Court pointed out that his statement was irreconcilable. 

Witness. — There are other orders binding upon the Association^ 
beyond those of the Delegates, when anything particular occurs. 
Cannot ^speak as to whether the men sent in after the strike were in 
addition to the ordinary wise men, or Delegates. A proposition was 
made by our employers ; the whole society offered to work at the 
rate of the first reduction, but there was another. Was in the 
Black Boy Tavern on the Monday following Smith's murder. I 
know M'Lean by sight. J see hiih. I saw him in the passage of 
the Committee Rooms on Monday. He spoke to me. He was very 
much the worse of liquor at the time ; and he catched me by the col- 
lar, just as I was passing, and said, *' I believe there's one b 

asleep." I asked what he meant. He asked if I had not heard of the 
man being shot in Anderston. I told him I had, and that it was a 
pity. H^ asked if I knew that the Committee were in. In reference 
to the murder, he laughed, or expressed a jesting word, but I am not 
particular what it was. He said that he wanted money. He spoke of' 
having got roony, a few shillings^ and mentioned two numbers ; but 
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irhetlier these were « five or ten/' or " ten or fifteen," I do not remem- 
ber. I do not remember anything eke. He said, " I believe there's nae 
down"-^being an expression used in Glalsgow by young and old, mean- 
ing or imply iog that no one is suspected of something done. He said, 
in reference to my saying that it was a pity that such thing was done, 
'' that I was a Methody face*' I can earn at present from 308. to 35s. 
a-week, after paying pieeers; and, before the strike, I could make 
£St 1 12s. a- week. If the prices had not been reduced, I could have 
earned nearly £2 : 2s. a-week. The reduction on my wages would be 
twenty^three per cent. Borne are not making more than 15s. or 16s. 
a-week, and from that to a pound. I am about the highest. The 
wheels are all one size in a work. They are large in ours, and all the 
men have the wages I have. 

Crogg^es^amined by Mr Robi^htsok.—I came under no obligation to 
do acts of violence ; never heard of such, or anything of the kind. I 
have been a member thirteen years. I am speaking freely at present, 
and without any mental reservation. I remember the time of a 
general meeting of fhe trades in June last, when Dr Taylor addressed 
iti I did not attend* There was a meeting that night in Black Boy 
Close of Delegates^ I was there. There would be from thirty to 
forty there. Don't remember of seeing any of the Finance Committee 
there that night* I was there nearly two hours. The meeting broke 
up some time before ten o'clock. The subject of discussion was to 
endeavour to adopt measures to assist the Finance Committee. I re- 
collect who was in the chair. It was myself. I was in the chair all 
the time* I don't remember of seeing Gibb, or any of the prisoners 
there that night. I know James Moat, a cotton-spinner. I know Wil- 
liam M'Gowan and John Davies. Don't remember of seeing Moat ; but 
sure he made no speech. Don't remember of Davies making a speech. 
I urn not positive he was there, or William M'Gowan. Upon my so- 
lemn oath, I heard no proposal for the appointment of a Select or Secret 
Select Committee. Nothing of the kind was addressed to me as 
chairman ; and I am quite certain Gibb was not in the chair. 
I never heard of a Secret Select Committee in my life, or of any Com- 
mittee of a similar name, or any other having for its object the de- 
struction of life or property. The objects of the Association were just 
for the purpose of endeavouring to keep up the rate of wages by law- 
ful means. Aliment was given to persons out of employment during 
strikes. Money was occasionaUy a^orded to persons emigrating from 
the country — aliment to wives and children of poor operatives. I 
never i^new nor heard of any money given as an instigation to, or re- 
Wards for, actual violence. I am still a member. Archibald Mackay 
was delegate at the time of this meeting. I met him promiscuously, 
and he took me along with him ; and I was proposed for the chair, but 
I don't remember by whom. 1 have known Hunter since I became an 
operative cotton^spinner ; Hacket, four or five years ; M*Niel the same ; 
Gibb, ten or twelve years. They have all wives ; but I don't know if 
M'Niel has any family. So far as I have known them, they have been 
all steady men. I have seen them frequently at the Association. I 
never heard them propose or instigate any measures of violence. Hare 
known M'laean «lightly for h short time. I am an elder^ *nd hare 
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been for three years, in Mr ^arve7's Relief Churcli. ly at one time^ 
kept a Sunday School. M'Lean appeared to be very much the worse 
of liquor in Smith's on the night 1 mentioned. M'Lean did not say 
he had had any concern with Smith's murder ; and^ as he did not say 
it> I could not tell. 

CoirBT.-— What did you think he meant? 

Witness.-— I did not form any meaning. I looked most upon the 
vulgarity of the language. I did not look upon it as the confession 
of a murderer. 

By Mr Shaw Stewabt. — There is a schedule sent every fortnight 
through aU the di£ferent works^ of the income and expenditure. I 
know the Guard Committee. There was one appointed at last strike. 
Each of the Committee had a certain number of men under them. 
They went to the various works who were taking in new hands^ to see 
what new hands were going in. I could not tell all the names of the 
Guard. Sometimes there were a few^ and sometimes the doubl»-Hiix^ 
eighty ten^ and twelve. The numbers varied. Walter Morison^ John 
Trotter^ Mathew Park^ John Parker. I held office about twelve or 
fourteen months since. I was a member of Finance Committee. I 
never remember of seeing the word ''Colliery" in the schedule but 
once. It was in Mr Salmond's office I saw it. * I don't understand the 
entry. I did not know what it meant. There was another word. I 
don't remember whether 1 ever saw an entry of fugitives. 

By Court. — I never saw nor heard of ^' Colliery." I have seen an entry 
of payment to Guards. J see an entry of £24 to Guards. I do not 
know how to explain it. I caunot. I knew that the Guards treated 
the new hands aud their friends^ and I know of no other meaning it 
could have. I do not know what is meant by ^' Expenses with nobs>" 
unless it be the same thing ; but where these two entries follow one 
another I don't know how that can be explained. The schedules are 
given once a-fortnight. I know a Patrick M'Gowan^ a mem- 
ber of the Association^ at least he was — some years ago^ he was, 
and left^ and I believe he is now working again with Mr Bogle. 
I' have been only in prison one night, which was some time 
ago. I cannot tell the* night I was chairman. I think it was about 
the 14th June. I have no other cause, unless hearing Members say 
that they had that day been hearing Dr Taylor on the Green, for 
recollecting that that was the night I was in the chair. When I came 
away, the meeting broke up, and two or three came out of the close 
with me. Archibald M'Kay and James M'Nish were two. It was 
about 10 o'clock. Met about 8. A number there before I went in. 
They were all sitting chatting. It is customary at all Meetings, that 
others as well as Delegates attend. I cannot tell any other occasion 
of a Meeting of Delegates where a Member not a Delegate was made 
Chairman. I never saw schedules given out with the word ^' Colliery.** 
I did not see any of the schedules after the strike. The sending of 
schedules is a great expense after a strike, for paper ; and, after last 
strike, the schedules, on that account, were not sent. They were 
not sent to the works I do not remember of seeing them. Never 
knew of violence. Guards sent to see if any of the new hands were 
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drawing aliment> and to report; so that their aliment might be 
stopped. Heard of disturbance between Nobs and Guards^ but nev«r 
saw it. I could not say whether the Association systematically^ 
and extensively^ and continually tried to obstruct the nobs. I would not 
have lik6d the risk, had 1 been a nob^ of trying to travel the streets of 
Glasgow alone, by day and by night, in consequence of the state of the 
Guards. I remember two brothers, Keddie. One was tried and found 
guilty of using violence to new hands. Heard it stated immediately in 
the Association, that such had taken place — that they had been ap« 
prehended for molesting an individual. I heard that sentence was 
delayed, upon an engagement being made that there should be no 
more molestation. 1 understood that that undertaking was made by 
the Association. 1 was told also that the Guards were to be withdrawn, 
after that molestation, from the whole works. 1 heard one schedule 
read during the stiike. 

Lord Cockburn. — 1 explain to you, that the word " Colliery" is not 
in the Schedules produced in this trial. Does the term mean fugitives, 
or nobs having monies spent upon them? 

Witness.^ — 1 cannot explain. 

Jury. — Explain to us what is meant by persons selected beyond the 
Delegates. 

Witness. — The Delegates go by rotation. Beyond this, when im- 
portant business occurs, another wise and judicious person is sent, not 
generally on the same night. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — Do you adhere to your statement, that you 
never heard of a Select Secret Committee ? 

Witness. — I never heard of it in the trade. Never heard an oath 
or word from Scripture used. Never saw a Bible in the Association. 
(Shewn the Bible, No. VIL) Never saw it until in Mr Salmond's 
office. 



Saturday, 6th January, 10 o'clock. 
Archibald Campbell.— Is a cabinet-maker at Kirkintilloch. I 
lived there in July last. I live now in Calton of Glasgow. I re- 
member coming to Calton from Kirkintilloch on Saturday evening. 
1 travelled in the track-boat. I reached Glasgow between eight and 
nine, p.m. I walked from the track-boat in company of a man who 
had been in the boat with me. I walked from Port Dundas, and 
down the High Street, it was proposed to have some drink at King s 
in Stevenston Street, Calton. We went into a room; other persons, 
seven or eight were there. It was a private room, not a tap- room. 
By their dress they appeared to be spinners ; but uncertain if they 
were so. 1 overheard a conversation among them. It was not said 

aU at once. They were drinking. The first words I heard were 

" Smith will be shot to-night." This was about ten o'clock. On hear- 
ing this, I did nothing but looked at the party ; the man who was with 
me was conversing to me at the time. I looked round, but could not 
say which of the party made the remark. A little after that, some 
one said — " It's a pity of poor Carmigan or CaDigan. He's in 
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-Glasgow, but he is^ or he'll be well hidden." Uncertain which of th6 
two names were used. I just turned round, and said — " He'll be gey 
weel hidden if he's no gotten." They just looked at me on this, angry 
like, at me speaking to them. The man who was with me was a man 
above thirty, or thereby. I have never seen him since. Next morn- 
ing, (Sunday,) I heard that a man had been shot down about the 
Broomielaw on Saturday night. 

By Lord Justice Clerk. — I had never before seen any of those six 
or seven men. They appeared to be all of one company. Can't say 
if both the expressions about Smith, and also about Calligan, were 
used by the same person, but they were used in the same company. 
I have never, to my knowledge, seen any of those persons since. On 
the Monday or Tuesday I learned that th^ name of the person who 
had been shot was Smith. I heard the man, while talking, speak 
about a canister — "It was well packed, but bad thrown." They did 
not speak about their trade. We might be distant from the party 
about six feet. They were talking all very quietly ; but these ex- 
pressions got out all of a sudden, and I overheard them in that way. 
They were men of diflFerent ages. They were very drunk, and hiid 
drink before them. I cannot say I waa the worse of liquor. I had a 
perfect recollection of what passed!^ I knew nothing of the name 
Calligan, or any one of that nBm^jM 

John Sheriff. — I am a fishing-tackle maker, in the employment of 
Mr Dougal, Arcade, Glasgow. We keep pistol and musket leaden 
balls for sale. I remember in July of some persons coming to pur- 
chase pistol balls. I really do not know the date. It would be the 
Tuesday or Wednesday before the deed was done — the cotton-spinner 
shot. There were three persons who came. From their appearance 
and dress, I formed an opinion what trade they were in ; but not till 
I heard of the murder. On recalling the circumstance, I remem- 
bered their dresses and appearance, and formed that conclusion. 
Only one came into the shop. He' asked for bullets for a pistol. 
The other two at that time were looking in at the window. I said I 
had pistol bullets. The man shewed two pistols, in order to fit the 
bullets to the pistols ; the one was uncommon small — ^you will seldom 
see one so small ; the other was a very large holster pistol. My bul- 
lets scarcely fitted either of the pistols— the nearer a bullet fits, the 
better for practice in pistol shooting. As the bullets for the large 
pistol were too small, and the bullets for the small pistol too large, I 
said they were useless. The person said he did not mind if they 
fitted exactly ; he was idle, and was going to have a shot or two for 
pastime or practice. He made a purchase of half a dozen of the large 
size — too large for the small pistol. He then went away, accompanied 
by the others. One of them came no farther than the step of the 
door. You will get bullets twelve in the pound to fifty-four in the 
pound. Those were thirty-four in the pound. (Shewn the bullets.) I 
gave two balls to Mr Salmond of the same kind as I had sold. They 
were of the description now shewn me. I do not think I could 
recognise either of the men. 

By CovBT, — I had not a great deal of light. It might be from one to 
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three o'clock^ p.m. The man was in some time ; but others were in the 
fhop at the same time. I don't recollect the features of any of the 
9^en. The man's height would be five feet six inches. I did not ob- 
serve the size of those without. 

WijiiiiAX Smith. — Was a cotton-spinner ; was last in the employment 
of H. Houldsworth Sc Sons^ Hutchisontown^ Glasgow. At present I am 
doing nothing. I remember the strike of the spinners in April. I went^ 
after that> into employment at Houldsworth's. I had been some 
years out of work before that. It would be about May when I went. I 
had beenj at one time^ a member of the Association. After I went into 
this employment in May^ 1 remember one occasion of accompanying 
the late John Smith through Glasgow several streets. Does not 
remember the time. It was about the beginning of June. Nothing 
particular happened on that occasion. I remember another occa- 
sion of going to the house of one James Murdoch^ a spinner. That 
was the night Smith was shot^ the 92d July. After leaving Mur- 
doch's^ I called at a house in Tradeston^ on the Gorbals side of the 
water. Came over to the Bromielaw side about 11 o'clock. Quite 
fare of the hour. I lived in Hutchisontown ; but I went to my (new) 
lodgings that nighty which were situated in the vicinity of Houlds- 
worth's^ at Brownfield. In the course of that day^ at 4 o'clock^ when 
the work stopped^ coming down Cheapside Street, I saw a great crowd 
of men at the foot of it. Houldsworth's Mill is in that street. I saw 
a great crowd of men> apparently idle spinners. I met my wife. She 
asked me what was ado to-night. She appeared alarmed, seemingly. 
I returned an answer, " God only knows ! for I've heard of their 
shooting in daylight." We moved off from the crowd. A cotton- 
spinner, a good-looking man, followed me with a quick pace. He 
did not speak, but he was taking a very strange eye at me. The 
works were then skailing. I went into a house, and lost sight of 
them. I was what is called a nob at that time, for working against 
the will of the Association at reduced wages. I had been idle for some 
time before, and was anxious to get employment. I came under an 
obligation, when I entered the Association, to get a fair remuneration 
for my labour ; and there was something about abiding by the de- 
cision of the majority. I was told to keep this obligation secret, 
under a condition if I broke it. There was a law called the combina- 
tion law, and there was an obligation to keep the secret owing to 
that. There was no Bible used ; it is twenty years since I was ad- 
mitted. There was no entry money, but I was called on after- 
wards to contribute to supporting men who were standing out 
against the masters. Paid Uiese contributions generally every pay 
Bight^ sometimes more, sometimes less, just as was required. I and 
every member were bound to do so. I have paid as high as 168. a- 
fortnight. The trade had a word ; but it is so long ago, and as I never 
used it^ I forget it. It was for the purpose of letting members recog- 
nise one another. It was taken from the Bible. (Interrogated — Was 
it '^ Ashdod ?") No, that was not the word I got. (Interrogated — 
Was it " Armageddon ?") Yes. I do not remember of the date of 
repealing the combination laws ; but I hare not been present at an 
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initiation since^ and I do not personally know how the initiation takas 
place* The members got notice from the office-bearer or delegate of 
each mill of what was required as to funds. I have been a 
member of Committee since I joined — ^the Supply Committee. 
It would be nine years since then. The members of the Supply 
Committee have access to all the documents of the Association. 
I did not see a Bible used at an initiation. It mighc be done^ but 
I never saw it. I have seen schedules of the Association* One 
goes to each shop-^at least they did so while I was a member of the 
Committee of Supply^ specifying the application of the funds. There 
was not, at that time^ a Guard Committee. There was no strike then. 
(Interrogated — When a strike takes place, is a Guard Commitee 
appointed ?) It was not the practice^ so far as I know, during my time 
in Committee, it is nine years ago since I had anything^ to do with 
the Association. I saw persons surrounding Houldsworth's mill during 
the last strike. They call themselves Guards. They attended par- 
ticularly at meal hours. I knew several of them — Walter Morison, 
John Colquhoun, John Stark, William Johnston, James Widter. 
They were turn-out spinners at that time, and appeared to be acting 
as Guards. I worked- at reduced prices. The highest wages I made 
then was Sis. That was like a general run ; but sometimes lower. 
The wheels are very large — among the largest. 

Croes^E$famined,-^Knew a Mary Wilson, wife of Allan M'Donald. 
She is dead. She died shortly after Smith was shot. She was no 
relation of mine, but a particular friend. I had a conversation with 
her about the shooting of Smith. She lived in Clyde Street. I had 
heard that she had seen the shooting of Smith, and that led me to go 
to her. I asked, and she told me she had seen it. I asked what like 
the man was who fired the shot. She told me he was a littlcset man, 
with dark moleskin clothes on ; jacket and trowsers of the same. I 
asked where ^e went ; she said she saw the direction he took, and 
followed him about, and he went into the first throughgoing close^^ 
she said. Cross's Close — the one first to the west, in Clyde Street^ 
/oing into Piccadilly Street, the nesst one to the wood-yard. She said 
he went at a quick pace, after adjusting his hat npon his head, and 
she followed him a bit. She told me the same story both times. She 
was quite well at the time. She died soon afterwards. 

By Court. — Her husband was then alive, and is so yet. 

By Crown Cot7ns£l.--I did not tell the woman to let the authorities 
know. I know that was my duty, but it was a neglect upon my part. 
She expressed particular disinclination to be brought into any trouble 
about it. She died of typhus fever, about a fortnight after our last 
conversation. 

By Court. — It was about Houldsworth's that I learnt that she pot- 
sessed this knowledge. Ferguson is alive. He is a witness in this 
case. Mary Wilson did not say she saw more ; only a group of 
people at the close. She mentioned that Smith's wife was with 
him. She described that the man came behind Smith's back, and did 
it. She said she was out with her husband on the very ground. 
She aaid her husband was with her. She said die was beUilfl the 
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men. She did not tell me where the men seemed to * come from, 
^e described that it was dark. There are few lamps at the place* 
She did not particularly describe the spot where the thing took place. 
She did not say whether she had been drinking. She was a sober 
woman> so far as I ever knew^ and I was intimately acquainted with 
her. She did not tell me what number of persons were at the Close. 
She did not say that she went into the Close. She did not say whe> 
ther the group went up the same Close. She said she stopped a while 
after, till she saw the shot man taken up to the Doctor. She did not 
tell me anything about her husband. She did not tell me anything 
about whether she had mentioned the occurrence to any one pre- 
viously. Eight days after the first interview^ I heard of her being ill 
of feyer. She died about a fortnight after the last conversation. I 
spoke on this subject to her husband. It was in her presence. She 
did not say anything about mentioning it first to her husband. Her 
husband seemed to know it before. She made no observation when I 
spoke of it to her husband. She did not say where she and her hus* 
band had been — only that they were out on the occasion mentioned. 
She told me she was going home^ which would be going up Clyde 
Street towards the north — she had been coming like from the south 
end next the Clyde; and that she was behind both Smith and his wife> 
and the short-set man who fired the shot^ when he fired. After Smith's 
shootings it was a few days early in the week when the first convers- 
ation took place — at least during the week. She did not say she 
knew Smith, but that she had learnt this. She did not say it was Smith's 
wife, but that he was accompanied by a woman, and she afterwards 
learnt she was his wife. She said that Smith and his wife were cross- 
ing the street, and were going home together. 

John M'Manus. — Is a carding-master. High Street, Glasgow. I 
was acquainted with the late John Smith. We were married to sis- 
ters. On the Saturday evening of Glasgow fair, middle of last 
July, I remembeir Smith calling at my house in High Street. I 
proposed that we should both go out to the Green. It might be 
at noon. He declined going through the Green. He did not give 
a reason. I insisted on going through the Green. We did go. 
After going through the Green, he proposed to go home. When 
we reached opposite the jail, there was a man opposite selling 
hardware, &c., by public auction. The auctioneer was selling a hair 
oomb. Smith bade for, and bought it. On the man handing it down, 
a man opposite called out, " Don't give it him : he's a nob." Another 
said, " He's a black-neb," and hissed him. I took Smith by the arm, 
and brought him away from the stand, and told him to come away 
and go home, as I was afraid of his safety. On the same occasion, he 
then told me that that was the reason for declining to go through the 
Green. He said, the turn«out spinners were to beat those who worked, 
if they caught them there. Next time I saw him, was the evening of 
the 22d July. I was in his house, Cheapside Street, Anderston, that 
night, between six and seven o'clock, p.m. He conveyed ipe nearly 
home. We proceeded to the entrance of Bridgegate Street. He de- 
clined going through that street. He said that the turn-out spinners 
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He assigned no reason for this conduct^ at that particular street. We 
went up Stockwell Street^ and we parted at the' head of it^ at pre* 
cisely twenty-five minutes before nine, by the street clock. I wished 
him to go in before it should be ariy later. His wife was not with us. 

David Thorburn.— Is a cotton-spinner, residing at Houldsworth's 
barracks. I knew the late John Smith. I was in the same mill with 
him — ^in Houldsworth's. We were working there during the strike. I 
remember the night of his being shot, and I saw him betwixt ten and 
eleven o'clock. He was going westward, in Anderston Walk, to 
Cheapside Street. Before that, we were about two hours together. 
We went into a public house, and two men with us. We had some 
drink there. We did not stop long in the house. Then Smith and I 
went towards Anderston. I parted with him at the head of Clyde 
Street. He expressed fear and anxiety to get home. He was afraid of 
being ill-used, on account of working at Houldsworth's factory, and he 
said he had some things to buy yet. I think it was about ten or eleven 
o'clock when we parted. It was upon Anderston Walk that we met, 
and it was after eight o'clock. On parting, 1 went to see my brother's 
wife, at the head of Clyde Street. I there got information that Smith 
was shot ; it would be half an hour after parting with him. There 
were Guards posted at Houldsworth's Mills during the strike. I 
knew some of them-— a great number — Samuel Haig, Robert Dick, 
John Parker. I know William M'Lean. I see him. I cannot say he 
was a Guard. I saw him passing the mill when the Guards were on» 
I think I have seen him more than once — I do not think half-a-dozen 
of times — passing at the time of the Guards. He walked backwards 
and forwards, just like the other Guards. The Guards were taken off. 
I saw him after that in the Sheds at the Quay, nigh to Clyde Street, 
but not at the mill. I do not recollect the day, but it was in the after 
part of the day. I do not recollect how long this was before Smith 
was shot. I know all the prisoners. 

{[Here they stood up ; and the Lord Justice-Clerk ordered a police- 
man off, who had been stationed between the prisoners, as unnecessary ; 
and Thorbum continued.] 

I got money from Hunter to leave the country, because a spinner 
had got a beating. They would not let him work in Glasgow, and he 
would not ga home to the west country. 

[Here the witness's manner evidently betokened so much dread of 
the consequences of giving his evidence freely, that the Court felt it 
necessary to assure him, in strong terms, that he was completely pro. 
tected, as already stated to former witnesses.] 

I was concerned in that beating. The person beat was called Currie. 
About seven years ago, I was committed to Bridewell for sixty days 
for this ; but. before that, was committed to jail previous to trial. I 
got money to leave the country, and was away three months ; and, 
when I came home, I was apprehended, tried, convicted, and sent to 
Bridewell for sixty days. At that time I knew the office that Hunter 
filled. I got some money from kim, and a little from another person^ 
Two of the Guard got tiie money f^om Patrick M'Gowan> to give to 
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me. I canpot say what situation he then held in 'the Assooiatifuu 
All I received was ^. There was a Guard shortly before that 
on Mr Dennistoun's millSf where there was a strike. I was not 
one of the Guards at that milL Currie was working at Mr Black- 
burn's mill. Currie was what was called a nob. I was a member then 
of the Association. I was admitted in X816. I ceased to be a mem- 
ber five years ago. The same Association continued after I quitted it 
At that time the meetings were held in the Universalists' Chapel. 
The Committee sat in William Smith's^ Black Boy Close^ Gallowgate. 
I ceased being a member by going into Houldsworth's factory^ and 
ceasing to pay my contributions. I remember a person of the name 
of M'Pherson^ in the Calton^ suffering injury — a widow woman. I 
was then a member of the Association. She was kUled. I think it 
was on account of her daughter working at Dunlop's factory. There 
was no strike after I entered^ for some time. I do not know the time 
of that killing. I remember the Committee pointing out to me a nob 
that was wanted to be injured. It was Kennedy Baxter who applied to 
me to point out the man ; and it was because he was working at 
M'Phail's factory^ as a nob. His name was M'Millan. They did not tell 
me what was to be done> only the men to be sent were to use their plea- 
sure. None of the men knew that person but witness ; and^ therefore^ 
I was to point him out to a party who were to go; and I did go with them. 
They only told me they were to break his bones. I did not point 
him out. It was to be his leg. I was acquainted with the man ; and 
it was to prevent him from being injured that I did not point him out ; 
but I told them that I did not see him. This was many years before 
the affair with Currie. After MTherson's affair^ I learned it just the 
next morning ; but on]y by hearing of it. Her murder was generally 
talked of in the Association; but they said they had killed the 
mother instead of the daughter^ whom they wanted to kill. I cannot 
recollect the time of this. She stayed in Pollock's Land^ and her 
daughter was working in Dunlop's Mill. It was long before Currie's 
affair. It was after I was asked to shew the man I have spoken of. 
I never acted as a Guard. 

By Mr D. M'Neill. — The sum I got from Hunter spoken of^ was 
Is* 6d. The rest I got from the Guards^ or M'Gowan. I did not 
apply for it. 

By Court. — Hunter told me there was a warrant out against me ; 
that I must leave the country^ and he would go and see to get some 
money for me ; and he brought me Is. 6d. He said that would pay my 
bedj and not to go home that night. He said he would see and get more 
for me^ and he gave me the la. 6d. He said he had gone to one of 
the Committee. He oame out of Francis Gibb's house and gave me 
the Is. 6d.^ and that he was to see and get more money. I got the 
rest of the money next week. I never went into my own house at 
night after that. Francis Gibb was a spinner^ a member of the Asso- 
ciation. They told me he was one of the Committee. I could not 
get work, and was obliged to come back. Idle spinners go under the 
nsme of No. eo. 

By LoKD MoNCBiBFF.(-«»I got inf tniotiona to go and do the affair 
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of Curfie. There were other two with me. One Gall^ ai&d anothe t 
Kelly. We got our instructions from two of No. 60 — ^two Delegates 
of the Association^ as names of other men of No. 60 are not entitled to 
go into the minutes. Their names are White and M'Gregor. I knew 
they were Delegates. When I got instructions there was no specific 
promise ; hut it was understood that so much would he paid for every 
west countryman that could be put away. I understood that when 
I took the money. The Committee paid 20s. for every man that 
was put away from his work. I cannot say if Currie left hit work. 
When Hunter told me of the warrant being out^ I don't think he said 
anything about Currie or M'Gregor. 

John Douffy. — Is a labourer at Sandyford Toll, Barony pariah of 
Glasgow. I know Clyde Street of Glasgow. I know a shop there 
which was occupied by Barnard M'Donald. I remember a Saturday 
night of going down Clyde Street^ last July^ with Luke ConoUy and 
others, to have a glass. Going down the Street, I heard the report of 
a fire-arm. It was loud. I did not see the flash. At this time I could 
not say how far down I was — ^perhaps half way down the street, when 
I heard it. Two men came up on the west side of the street — when 
I heard the report. One was before the other, walking — not very far 
<— a yard or two. I was in the middle of the street. They passed us. 
I looked at the one that was hindmost, on hearing the shot. I did not 
look to much at the first one. They were walking smartly. . They 
had dark kind of clothes on. The last one had dark coat— a long 
eoat. Could not say about the trowsers. I did not observe what he 
had in his hand. I could not just say. I had never seen him before. 
I could not speak about his face. He looked '^ gey and tall." Could 
not say if spare or fat ; but he had a dark black or blue coat on him. 
I did not take so much notice of the first man. I did not observe his 
height. I could not say if the hindmost was as tall. I think not. I 
heard the wife cry that her man was shot, after I passed those men. 
I went forward. The other two men with me. The man was lying 
on his back, and said, " Murder, murder ! I am gone — I am gone V* 
Jamie O'Donnel was to raise him, and I was keeping oS the crowd 
who were collecting. I met no others between the woman and her 
husband, where I was. The man was carried to the dootors. Jamie 
O'Donnel asked his name, and he was called John Smith. I did not 
hear him say he was shot. 

By Court. — When I got up to the man and woman, I did not see 
another man and woman on the street, who seemed tipsy or other- 
wise. There was a crowd gathered — ^women amongst them. I don't 
recollect either of the two men who were with me, saying anything 
at the time about the men who passed. There were four of us, in. 
eluding a boy, who is called Bonar. No person in the crowd said they 
had seen the shot fired. When I first came up, I saw nothing of a 
^ drunk man. I could not say if we were the first to reach the spot. 
We went straight on after hearing the shot, and had not to go very 
far before reaching the shot man. 

LuKB CoKOLLT.— A labourer, Blackquarry, Cowcaddtni^ Glasgow. 
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I know John Douffy. I know Neil Bonar and James O'DonneL I re- 
member of going to take a glass with them at O'DonneFs public-house 
in Clyde Street. I heard a report. I saw the flash. We would be 
more than half way down. There is a wood-yard. We had not reach- 
ed it. After seeing flash and hearing report^ f saw two men go up the 
pavement on the west side. Could not say if they were abreast. They 
went at a regular step^ middling quick. Could not say if old or 
•young. Did not see either of their faces. Did not observe their dress. 
Did not see where they went. They went up the street. Did not 
hear any cry for ten minutes. I stopped when I heard the cries^ not 
when I passed the men. It was ten minutes after the flash ere I 
heard a cry. I stopped when I heard the cry. I walked on after the 
flash till I heard the cry. Could not say how long I stopped after 
the cry. A man was lying bleeding. I heard him telling another man 
that he did not know the instigation of his being shot. He did not 
continue to speak. (Desired to remember and pause.) James O'Donnel 
asked what he was shot for^ or what was the instigation ? Only 
that he was a nob spinner at Houldsworth's Mill. I did not go after 
the men. I saw nobody^ after passing the two men, till I reached the 
man on the ground. 

James O'Donnell. — Is a labourer at Clyde Street of Anderston^ 
Glasgow. I remember going down Clyde Street, with Bonar, Douffy, 
and Connolly, on a Saturday night, when I heard the report of a pistol. 
We were on the middle of the street going down. We all stopped 
and stood still. Saw people pass. It was dark. No lamps — could not 
say. Many people passing. Men going up and down. I was not in 
liquor. The report of the pistol alarmed me. We were all abreast. 
t could not say if I was in the middle ; but to the best of my know- 
ledge I was on the east side. I heard cries of Smith's wife, clapping her 
hands, and crying her husband was shot. We went forward, and I 
asked Smith why he was shot; and he said it was because he was a nob 
in Houldsworth's Mills. 

Neil Bonab or Douppv, resides with John DouflFy, former wit- 
ness. I remember going down Clyde Street with Douffy, and O'Don* 
nel, and ConoUy. Heard a report of a pistol. I then saw the appear- 
ance of two persons coming up the pavement on my right hand side» 
It is the west side. I did not observe the dress of either of them. I 
saw nothing remarkable about either. They were going fast. Nothing 
was said by our party in passing, but Luke said — '^ If the but-end of 
the gun was foremost^ he'll have a stinking potful." 

By Court. — I did not think there was anybody shot at. I thought 
it was squibs. I don't know about Luke's remark. 

James M*Dougall, sheriff and criminal officer for Stirlingshire, Len- 
noxtown, Campsie. — I remember of getting a warrant put into my 
hand, on a Friday, as I think, the 4th August, to search for William 
M'Lean. I required some information. Previously officers came from 
Glasgow, but I had got information previously. I went to the house 
of James Smith, calico-printer, Campsie. The reason I went there 
was, that I saw M'Lean's father coming up hurriedly with a bundle 
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under liis arm^ towards Campsie> from Kirkintilloch^ 400 yards from 
Smith's house. I traced him to Smith's house. I and Robert Brown 
followed. Brown said, Donald M'Lean was on the Kirkintilloch road. 
No one went with me at the time. This was on the Sunday. I went 
up the stair ; opened the door, right hand, and found the prisoner^ 
M'Lean, sitting at the table> writing a letter. I stepped forward, and 
he snatched the letter, and put it in his pocket — one of his coat 
. pockets. I asked his name. He said, ^^ John M'Intyre." I asked 
where he stopped, and he said he was the occupier of this house. His 
father was sitting by the fireside ; I pointed to him, and asked who 
he was. He said^ '' He's a lodger." 1 looked at him^ and said, " Come, 
sir, tell me your proper name." And he answered, William M'Lean. 
I told him he was my prisoner. I told him the charge was murder. I 
took him prisoner, and searched him, and found the letter he had 
been writing, and some tickets. (Is shewn. No. XXIII., p. 27.) Donald 
M'Lean and Robert Brown came in while this conversation was 
going on. 

By Court. — ^Vhen charged with murder, he did not say anything. 
I did not mention any particular murder. He neither said one thing 
or another. He was very much agitated. 

By Mr D. M'Neill. — I was engaged putting irons on him, when I 
particularly observed agitation. I did not converse on the way. He 
might talk with the person who had the immediate hold of him. 

Donald M'Lean. — Is a criminal officer in the Glasgow police estab- 
lishment. I. went on Saturday, in the beginning of August, to 
apprehend the prisoner M'Lean. On the Sunday following, I saw the 
prisoner's father, and traced him to a particular house— I followed 
and traced him. M'Donald asked his name, and he said John M'Intyre. 
M'Lean's father was in the kitchen, and a woman. I knew M'Lean 
before.. I did not hear all ; the window was open, and I went th^re 
to guard. We apprehended him. He was not wearing whiskers. 
I told him that he was accused of shooting John Smith, in 
Anderston. He said he was not guilty of that charge. This was in 
the house, and on the way. I asked the reason of his going out of 
the way to that house. He said he was suspected of having assaulted 
a person, some five years before ; and he was afraid he would be ap- 
prehended for it, on hearing that some spinners had been taken np at 
Glasgow, on the charge of the murder. 

John Matthewson. — I am a sheriff-officer, Glasgow. I was em. 
ployed to search the house of the prisoner, M'Lean's father. Is 
shewn Nos. XXIV. and XXV. I found them on the 4th August, in 
his father's house, in a locked chest of drawers. 
These documents were read. (See p. S7.) 

Thomas Loag. — I am a cotton- spinner, and a member of the Asso. 
ciation. I remember Saturday the S2d July. I saw M'Lean then on 
the Green of Glasgow, putting the stone, and the like of that. We 
received our aliment that night. He had on a green coat, moleskin 
or cloth trousers, and a hat. We went, about a dozen of us, to the 
Cross, and stood a minute there. This was about 9 o'clock, p.m. I 
stopped then till J got my aliment, and then I went home. \ re- 
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mained at home all night. I next naw M'Jj«aii« on Monday > about eight 
o'clock in the mornings on the Green, at a meeting of the shop. I 
had no conversation with him ; I did not see him again for two or 
three da3r8, and I then saw him at the Cross or head of Saltmarket 
Street. I had no conversation then with him. I saw him on Sunday 
after that, at the Calton, between twelve and one o'clock of the day. I 
nodded and passed, and that was the last time I saw him. I know his 
father. He lives in King Street. I was asked by his father to sign a 
certificate about William. I signed it. His father told me that it 
was to let some neighbours see that William was in Cameron's house 
on the Saturday night at 12 o'clock. So I signed it* I went after-, 
wards back to his father's that day^ and told him I could not swear to 
it ; and he said he would draw out another ; and he laid past the old 
one or laid it aside. I did not sign another. I did not see another made 
out. (Is shewn XXIV., p. 97.) I see ^* Thomas Loag" there. I did not 
sign it — that is my signature, p..ie7. I cannottay Iknow the handwriting 
of this paper. I have seen the prisoner M'Lean write. I could not say 
if it is in his handwriting. I have seen his signature. I see William 
M'Leaa at the bottom; an4 I see his name also in the body 
of the paper. I see his name again at the top. I cannot say if it 
be in his handwriting. (Being called on to remember the time 
more particularly when M'Lean s father asked him to sign the certi" 
ficate)-^! remember the Committee being seized in the Gallowgate, 
«nd I think it was before that. 

Mr RoBERTsoK referred the Court to the description of the paper, 
as set forth in the inventory, and asked. Does not the document 
appear to be plainly all in one handwriting— *a copy, as it were, and 
not a principal having signatures ? He then asked. You did sub- 
scribe a document P 

Witness. — Yes. 
. Mr Robertson. — The paper shewn is a copy, gentlemen of the 
Jury. 

Witness. — Alex. Stevenson, John Thom^ John Andrew, John 
Miller, William or John Lockhart. There was a — »- — Stephenson, 
James Green, James Corrigan, and Andrew White> all at the cross 
with me and M'Lean, on Saturday evening, when we came from the 
Green. Some of them proposed to go to Cameron's, to get a little wet 
[drink] there, till they could get their aliment. Nearly a dozen went 
away. I go t my aliment from William Johnston — ^he was not one of those 
who went awayas if to go to Cameron's. (Is shewn No. XXV., p. 27.) 
It is the paper which was drawn out for the men to sign their names 
to. Was not asked to sign it. Old M'Lean gave it to me. I took it 
to a house of Mrs Stevenson's, Hutchisontown, where the men were, 
and gave it there, to be signed by the men. This was the night the 
strike was settled. It was after the Committee were apprehended^ 
It was six weeks or two months after the murder. I saw the men 
sign their names to it-— five names. 

CoimT»— *It bears date 3d August, Explain that. 

Witness.— I said I was not sure of the date. 

By Mr JftoBBRTSON.-— I saw M'Lean at a meeting of the shop on Mon- 
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dAf moniiiig, on the Greeny of more than twenty men ; and manf 
people were passing. The next time I saw him was at the Cross of 
Glasgow^ ahout the middle of the day. The third time I saw him 
Wat between twelve and one^ on the street. He was going about in 
his ordinary dress*— green coat^ moleskin or dark trousers ; the same 
dress he wore before the murder. I saw nothing remarkable about 
him. I came under no obligation on becoming a member ; took no 
oath. I was admitted in 18S4, 1 think. I was admitted in no place^ 
•-^I Just paid my instalment. 

Robert Macoh s. — I am a writer in Dumbarton. I was employed some 
time agOj to conduct a case at the Glasgow circuit. I was employed in 
December 1836 to defend three cotton^spinners charged with assault. 
The alleged crime was said to have been committed by three men at the 
Duntocher* mill. I was waited upon by Robert Currie> a spinner^ on 
the subject. He was alone the first time. John Bunyan called at an- 
other time. Currie's objoct in oalling> was^ to get me to have them got 
out on bail. I proceeded to do this. I became cautioner myself for the 
whole three. The penalties were> £90 each — £60. Robert Currie said 
thai he^ Currie^ was a stranger^ and asked if lodging the money 
would do equally weU. I said I did not think that the Sheriff- 
Clerk would take the money; and I said^ if he could not find a 
cautioner^ and would lodge the money with me^ I would sign the 
bond. Currie gave the money^ and I granted an obligation of re- 
payment> if it should not be forfeited. The persons were indicted for 
last April circuit. The case was called. MulhoUand^ one of the accused, 
did not appear^ and was outlawed. The cause was deserted ; and 
the other two recommitted on a new warrant. Mr Russel^ the coun« 
sel^ was twice at me about precognoscing the witnesses. I wrote> 
Saying I did not know where the witnesses lived ; and I was ap- 
pointed by the men to go to the Black Boy Close^ where^ in a tavern 
there> I precognosced them. I went straight home to Dumbarton. 
Peter Campbell, a spinner, called on me, and asked me to sign the bond 
again. I had seen him first, I think, at the Black Boy tavern, or at 
the Circuit Court. I became caution for the two men again^ at £S0 
each. I got back my first obligation, and gave one for £40. Iden- 
tifies No. XVIII., (p. 27.) In writing it out, I proposed to address it to 
Bunyan ; but Campbell said, " You may address it to Peter Hacket." 
They were indicted again for the circuit ; but I did not go to the 
oircidt. I got a letter from the sheriff-clerk, intimating that 
I need not attend. I gave up the money. Peter Campbell called 
on me with other three men, and wanted the money, I said I 
could not pay them the money because the bond was current. 
I said if they brought a letter from the advocate-depute with the 
bond, I would repay the money. Such a letter was brought; I paid 
the money, and got the discharge No. XX., (see page 27.) I paid 
the money to Parker, mentioned in the document, and received the 

* The Duntocher strike is enteMd in «ne of the docaments (No. XI.) at having 
cost tbe Association Je3024, to which is to be added, the forfeited bail money for 
Mnlholland, and Jaw i 
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ietUr now sliewa me, Nq, ^IX.,. («e« p. ^7^) fi^ep^mhor 56) 1«37. 
Sees and identifies XXX. and XXXI. as applying in part. 

By Mr Ro9£bxson.— ^I s^w. a ^tter signed authorizing bond to be 
delivered up. . There was' no imderstandiag, express or io^Ued^ that 
the parties were to get MulhoUand or the others out of the way ; 
otherwise they would not have got me to sign their bond. No un- 
derstanding that any of the bonds would be forfeited. There was 
nothing said shoot securing Malbolland^ or sondtBg messengers. I 
suspected nothing wrong in this, transaction. Duntoeher is in the 
county of Dumbarton. I paid the jC20 to the sheri£F-cIerk. 

By LoRj) MoNCBiEFF. — -I don t know of my own knowledge whether 
a witness went a»way or not« I beard about the Court that the prind- 
pal witness was out of the country. It was stated openly in Court, 
but not judicially. It was a conversation which I overheard between 
the Fiscal and some one, 

Mr A. M'NEiLL.«^There was an objection to the relevancy of the 
indictment. 

The counsel on bath sides entered into a discussion in consequence 
of this ; it being said, on the one side, that the objection had been re- 
pelled; and, on the other, that there was no evidence, 
i . Mr Soucitou-Ge^jeral,-— We have no more parole evidence ; but 
we have some more documentary evidence to put in. 

The folio vFing documentary evidence was then read :*— Nos. XXXII., 
p. 28; IV., p. 21; II., p. 18; VL, p. 21 ; XIII. and XIV., p. 25; 
also Schedule^ and part of Schedules having Entries,, as follow :— 

Oa first page. 
Ouard Committee, ...... £27 2 ^ 

Expenses with Nobs, . . . . . . 2 6 7 

Decreet Committee, . . . . , » , 2 13 

Ou second page, 
eo Extra, , . . . . . £10 

Guards and Expenses, \ . . . . . 24 

Fugitives, . . . . . . 5 18 6 

For running Letters, . .. . . . 0140 

On eighth page. 
Expenses with Nobs, . . . . £3 10 10 

3>o. do. . . . . . 2 12 1 

Guard Committee, . . . . 15 1 

Supply Committee Expenses^ . . , . 6 11 d 

'This and the seven preceding pages, found in the possession of 
Barnard Murphy, by David Fleming. 

'29th Jury 1837. 

On anotlier. 
N. 60* Letters, . . • . . . £0 2 2 

N. 60, . . . . . . «4 7 

37 12 2 
To enter. 

26. James Rea P. 

Glasgow, found in House of P. Hacket. 
> • . . ■ . ' . 

* Drawn through with a pen. 
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The rest of the prisoners' declarations were here read. — (See p. dl^ 
et seq,) 

No. VI.^ (p. 91^) referred to a« liaving a list of tbe names of Com- 
fttittee was put in— XIII.^ (a schedule^) having an entrjr^ No. <UI« 



Evidenee of the WitneMfeifar the PrimnMr^, 

William M'Graw.— I am a cotton, spinner^ and a member of the 
Association^ and have been so for more than five years. I was ad- 
mitted io l^ith's Black Boy Tavern. No oath whatsomever was ad- 
ministered to me. I am quite sure of that. There was no obligation 
of any kind — ^none whatsomever — to preserve secrecy. Never heard 
tell of any such thing as coming under obligation to do acts of vio- 
lence of any kind to person or property. The general object was to 
support a just and lawful rate of wages^ and keep up the wages in case 
of strikes or otherwise, when the masters would not give what we 
thought our rights. I remember the strike in April. I was working 
in Hussey's. I was a Delegate from that mill. John Adams was the 
Delegate before me. There was no other reason for me taking his place« 
except that he went to Ireland to see his friends^ having no employment 
at the time. The duty of the Delegate is to take the sense of the shop to 
a Delegate Meetings and from the Delegates to the shops ;and^ if In the 
power of the meeting of the Delegates^ to take a vote— but^ if not, the 
vote of the general body or Association was taken. I. was appointed 
about a fortnight or three weeks after the strike. I was a Delegate 
during the whole month of June. I attended the meetings regularly 
during that month ; I was not absent from any. I remember a meet* 
ing in June — about the middle of it — of all the trades^ on the Green^ 
which was addressed by Dr Taylor. There was only one meeting 
about that time^ which was addressed by him. It was a very large 
meeting. I was there. It would be after eight o'clock before it broke 
up. 1, then^ before Taylor's meeting was broke up^ and^ five minutes 
before eighty went to a Delegate Meeting in Black Boy Close, in the 
larger room. The chair was not taken before I went. Adam Dixon 
presided at that meeting. I know the first four prisoners. I know no- 
thing of MXean. There were none of them at that meeting. I waa 
there when the meeting broke up. This might be about half-past 
nine. The business was the making arrangements between master 
and man^ and to raise supplies ; but the purport was, that it would 
have been better that some of the Committee-men were there ; but 
there were hone of them there— I mean the Finance or Supply 
Committee — ^to receive instructions from us. I know James 
Moat^ a cotton. spinner. I did not see him there. I do not know 
a man of the name of John Davies. I think I know WiUiam 
M*Gowan. I cannot recollect whether he was there or not. There 
was not such a thing brought overboard, as the electing of a 
Secret or Select Committee. No such thing proposed, or any. 
committee or number of persons, under any designation, to have 
te do, or control, or instigate aets of violence. I swear that in 
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thf pj&io t^raifi I spealf^ without mental reservation^ or reservfiUQQ of 
any Kind^ fio help me God ! I attended all the meetings ; at no m^et- 
imt of ftnv kind, J evejr heard of any such proDositions pr yn^asurei 
^pon^ wnatsomever. Never hpard anjr su/Wi tning^ whatsomev^l*, I 
have heard of a Guard Committee : its purpose was to see if any of quj* 
hands were going in and working at the mills, and at the same time 
receiving aliment from us ; and to see whether there was any prospect 
of bringing th»\ltpUl« |o ft t^nni|iatia»> P» if H WW l*«ly to be pro- 
longed, and to offer the same aliment we were getting o^r^elves, ^nd 
tp persuj^de them by fair n^eans. Giving them whisky — a glass, or so 
■^if 'they were disposed, and agreeable to themselves^ and; if not, they 
might let it alone. I have acte^ as a Guard mypelf, during the laft 
$trike. Thjs was over Houldsworth's, Thomson's, and Wqod's ; also, 
at Oakbank. I wanted to see how the new hands were standing ^ if 
they were goin^ In, if they were receiving aliment, and to repoyt them, 
I came out of o$ce, as a Pelegate^ after June. 
' Cross-eaaminfid by Solicitor-General. — I took no oath : sai^ noi^e 
adpiinistered. Never heard anything about an oath at all. Never 
he&i'd it wa9 custoi)(iary to take an oath, ^^^sociation had lasted n 
^ei^t many years. I never heard of such a thing as ai^ oath : I 
](iever saw a Bible there. I have seen a Bibl^ elsewhere, aqd have 
r^ad it. I never heard the wprd Ashdo^ or Armageddon, The object 
of our union was to get a proper rate of wagep, by standipg out, apd 

I^r^y^ntiAg pasters from producing their goods. The majority carried ; 
hat is, everything was to be carried by ^ majority ; it was to guide th^ 
trade : ))ut, if % men^ber was not plea^sed, he was at perfect liberty ; 
h|it^ if he chose not tg work^ he might have the same share fts the 
Mst. fie was not fi member If }\e proceeded to wpr]c. nqterrogated 
hy Counsel. — What wa^ he called then?) Nothing. (Counsel. — , 
Take care.^ A Nob. I did not take you up. No. 60 are persons receiv- 
ing ^iment. I oannot tell when the Guard Committee W99 appointed, 
five pp six we^ks after strike. | was a delegate about th^t timp. The 
Guard Committee is appointed at a gener^ inpeting of the Associa- 
tipn. 1 wa9 not there. I was 9 Giiarc|. I got instructionii from tho 
Ouard Compoittee. They were Parker, Trotter, M orison, Stephen^, 
the instructions they gave me werp to gp and see if any of pur hand9| 
and howm^nv^ w^re working, a|id to take their names, and tp cpn^ider 
by thf^t how Ipng the strike might be prolonged, Five or gix G\i^rds oq 
at a time, relieved three times a. day. This was all their dutyrtrrif they 
PQuld get an opportunity, to pprsu^de them, but tp use np violenQQ^ and 
no had language. These wpre the orders. Some niight go through then^< 
I faavp heard of nobs molested i in that case, thp Guards actpd agaj|i9( 
the l^w. Never heard Of one being put out of office for that. I have 
heard him get a Reprimand for that and for u^ing viplence. I have heavtf 
tell pf 9pme vlpl^ce. I don't know if this was while g^ guardj^ or 
while pff guard. It was no p^rt of the Aai^ociatipn to i|se violpnpf , 
If ^nj one got a licking. It was generally ^owpd that it w#8 the cipt^ 
ton-spinn^rs had done it< X don t know whether they wprp pieflAhejPf 
of thp Association. Never hear^ of this at the meptifilg 9f the ]PQlpgftt^% 
ift t}iat H was commonly fiupppsed that the cgttpjft-spiQOf rs w§r^ 9up» 
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pQ8e4 to \i^ guilty, Neve» |ieftr4 qf one P»?i4 Ketf 4i«J. Feyey J^aj^^A of 
4Qf cpBvictioQ. fhe IGr|ifirdli w^re taken of a |it(;le while^ l^f^ausp il^f 
masters were complaining of ^])q meiji walking about tJie ix^m^f. T}i^ 
140eting at tie U^yeiT§al}|itfi' Chapeij^ w^a cpn^pQsed «f fi nji^n frpm 
every five of the trade. TJ^erp wer^ Ppl.eg^tes frqp^ |Itt48py s. ^l^ 
Delpgates to thafi §|idp |iQxt day. I ^m i^ot s^r^ J jnight ]^^ th^A or 
pot, (Inteirogate4 ^y Couiipel-rDi4 yq\i eveir jie^r pf tl^f^ r^ppr J fy^v^ 
that Meeting ?) | hi^ard that t}ie Guards ff^TP %9 1)^ t^^^Q 9f in fi^a^ 
sequence of so^ip 4^sturbaQpes^ and mep being t^}^p\i^ up^ and mftligiii 
complaining. It ^as reported the m^Q w^fe ^ojbto]t^-spini}ers. T^f >^e 
were spme t^l^n af 0|ir milL Johp M%ar^n wa^ the 9vAy 99^ I 
know. It was my duty^ as ^ JD/elegate^ ^o report if h^t wfR d^f^e 14 ^}i 
matters. J ft^vpr fceard ftie napae I^eiidie, ^ y^p^ wf^s l^ B/^ect 
safety to go i^tP any paill 1)q IJkf d, ap(i work a$ b# BI§flH^4s Ti* 
Guard«' prinpiple was to g|vp no molestation. ( w^s Gu4r4 ^ P^.- 
]^|ink^ aiifL at TbpijjsQij, ai»ii ai Wood>, J n^ver )|^ar4 ^^f ^y dis^rfc- 
^cei §t »ny pf tbe ?niUli except once, jut | tWnk a in^i^ wm to 
perfect safety, by night s^ Fell as by d^y^ on tb^ rtrei^t^s I h^vp 
9een ^ W.6 a9 Iftte ^s n^ysplf at night. If f ba4 bepn 4 fi,^^ % |?p»J# 
po|; b<ivp btpn ^fraid. No danger pij fbe Gfeep, op f^ a|iy q^\^ 
fmf% of ^p town» I b^ve seen them drupk as ^^e a# inyH^V, I 
was ftl tb« mepting rftpr T^ylpr's addrps?. J b^w the chfwr t^]|«ff. 
It was ft meeting of ©elpgatps, Phpn tpPk tjie pbair. Sp }9 # 
i)^9mher pf tbp Awpgiftliipn. Pixpn fl»ftF Rpt b^ve b^^P ft Oolegilti. 
I never 9aw a p^rfikOP on ^y other pcc^sion, nP* ^jpi^g p ©elpgrti, ifi 
t^p ©bftir. A4ains g^vp np otb§r peaspu for gojng aw#y b^lfe tp sp9 j^i^ 
fripndA. Thp phurmap |^ok 4o|7^ » si^t pf n^inut^ gf anytbmr t^t 
«^a# prppp^pd, I|p got f^ sbe(»t of p^ppr, Thp §aine ^ppjf pj|^ ]|t 
t¥pr7 »aeeli«gF h #' ^f PPe, tol4 vb#rp mp(>ey pould b« got, My 
HPfnp VIW tpjce^ down, *a4 Fipwce P9n?ijn}tte? Spnt yitb we pe:?t/Jfty, 
IP gpt tbe mm»Y' I* was 4grep4 Jifiat the reduction wf^ pb«i9fi|}, 
«ld i^owld bp ropittded. Np vpte abquj; it. A]} lypi^t awpy, |Q fpr §8 
J B9W, »* bp}lrpast>-Bii»e, Np reason pssignpd fpjr thp i^b^eppp %£ 
|he Finance Qppimi^tee thaf; nigbti Npyef hepr4 ^^ a pevspc^t^ing 
Coromittep. Npyp? hpgr4 teU of a sud^ p^^i fPF ^^^h^Bmg » mh 
Thprp are np ppcrp|;s, J shpul4 think I vpuld kftp^ ap veil &^ agy- 
Jbedy else, J ptten4p4 r.^gulprly, Tfep^re yirjerp fto seprpts that f kfipw 
^, I do npli kppur wfeftj; Jhp west-ponntry spinners paid for ad;i^g^p§, 
0f a aBytWng, Tiere wm ^ tm^ rt wpp £|5:— A.n4pe4 #lp at; p^ 
ilme ; bnt I npver frp^rd of paying ^Q? S9 ajaylbbing fpj: unsbQppL^g a 
noft. A iPWb^r was tp ppy £S fpF pptryTiapney, payablp ift .wpbrf- 
ments. Tbp UJpgaJ mpn werp ^o pay p^. ^rfo^^nigjit ftlppg jirith |t^ 
alimpnt. (A Hulp re.a4 tp WitpessTrrr'^ «0 tp gp* f# fpp eyeyy 4h»b 
4hey nni*9p/') Npy^r lie^rd tejl of tbWi Wever befMr4 P^ « J#- 
ward for nnplwppingt Npypr beard of ft feff r^p^, |n p^ ^f /^ 4ip- 
pntp* 

(Article ;V., p^gp H> A^ .^^^ H' ^f ^AyPQl^JTi f^9 }», j»9 |o 
referpnppsy rppj4 to wipn^m) 

Cwmv Qmvm^.—Tsn m tfrpg vM fou bpye hpav4 pf ?yi|* ;«W(d 
tonili8 4rftiipe«ffi#tr^ 

OS 
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Witness.-— I saw the schedules of expenditure sent round. Every 
Aum fot his turn to examine them. Have seen large sums paid. No. 60. 
This Mras paid to men out of employment* 

Crown CouKsEL. — Was this independent of aliment? And supposing 
It j£SO^ where wer6 the partieulars entered ? 

WiTNE8B.---^The Committee had a hoolc. I had nothing to do with it. 
I took just the sum in the,schedole without inquiry. Never saw sums 
paid '' expenses with nobs." Never saw nobs mentioned in any 
•chedule. No man paid money in that way to my knowledge. 

CotTRT. — In those schedules there are entries for Guards ? 

Witness. — Yes ; only for refreshment while on duty — that's all. 
There are two rooms in the Black Boy Close. 

AROHiBALn Maokay. — I am a cotton-spinner, and a member of the 
Association ainee the year 1823. I was admitted at Blantyre> in con- 
nection with Glasgow. I came there in 1835. The first mOl I worked 
at> was Graham's ; ainee^ at MThail's ; and^ for six or seven years^ and 
at present, at Barrowfield. On entering, I took no oath. I came under 
no obligation <yf secrecy, nor to do or encourage, direct or indirect, any 
act of violence. I was not aware of any oath or obligation being taken 
by any member. It was not understood in any way that the members 
were under any oath, for the minority to be regulated by the majority ; 
nor was there obligation nor declaration. Every person after admis. 
Iiion was entitled to do what he pleased. The purposes of the Asso- 
ciation wefe to see and uphold, by every legal and fair means, the 
prices of labour which we possessed. Ihiring strikes, aliment was 
^ven to men unemployed. Aliment was given even where there was 
no strike. Many years back, when a man fell in arrear, he was 
allowed a sum to see if he would get work. This was when there 
was no strike. This money was called No. 60 ; but this is now done 
away. It has been done away for three years. The term No. 60 has 
not been used since. I have frequently been a Delegate. I wa6 
Ddegate for Barrowfield, and came on as such in May last. I con^ 
tinued till the end of the strike. I was three meetings absent during 
that time. I remember the great meeting Dr Taylor had in the 
Green in June. There was a committee meeting that night. I was at 
it. I went at eight o'clock. I remained about an hour and a hali^. 
The meeting was broke up before I came away. Adam Dixon was 
in the chair. I am quite sure of that. He was not a regular Dele^ 
gate. It was customary for others to attend, as well as Delegates, so 
long as the room would hold them. No written mandate. Th^ 
numbers of the shop just called over. Every shop's number is called 
wfien a vote is taken ; and any one, not a Delegate, said nothing. Thft 
t»bject of this meeting was to see how the strike was standing out, and 
to see if any offer had been made by the masters ; nothing else--^ 
nothing about finance that night. None of the Finance Committee 
were there that evening. We generally spoke about raising money. 
I do not think there was anything said about raising money that night. 
I knpw James Moat by sight. I have heard him make a speech at 
the meetings of the Association in the chapel. I do not remember 
whether I heard him speak that night. I know John Daviea-^t least 
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a cotioii.8pina6r oi ih^^-nam^ I did not hwt him make a ipaeeh 
that night. I don't think I flavr Um there. I know a man of the 
name of William M'Gotrau. I don't think I saw him there. Upon 
my great oath^ there was no proposal made to name a^eeret Commtltee, 
nor to do or Instigate any acts of tiolenoe. I never hemrd of '1017- 
thing of that sort at any meettfigs of Delegates) Committees, or As- 
sociation, at whi^ 1 was presents I nerer heaid of the existenee of 
any such under any form or name whatever^ or deeds of violence to be 
encouraged or rewarded ; and this 1 state in the plain words now 
spoken, without reservation of any kind whatever. I was at a meet- 
ing of the Association in the Universalists' Chapel, at which Mr 
Gemmel, the writer, and agent of the Association^ attended* I came 
in when he was speaking. He was cautioning us against using any 
violence against the men who were working — nobs. There had been 
some people causing disturbance^ and going about the mills. I was 
aware that people had been tried and convicted. It was conneetflll 
with Oakbank, Mile-end. We took a vote to abstain from all vioUnee ; 
and we passed a resolution^ that anybody who did not abstain from 
violence we should have nothing to do with. James Gibh, the 
prisoner, was in the chair. Gibb enforced the same object that Mr 
Gemmel had submitted and impressed on the meeting. The resolution 
was printed in the newspapers. It was passed unanimousiy* There 
might be 400 present. The chapel holds that number, and it was 
crowded* The New Liberator, of jyiay S4, contains the re^lutions, 
and a true account of what passed. They were published in the 
Herald and other papers, 

Craee-questioned by the Lord Advoo^tb. — I have been a member 
since 18S3. I came to Glasgow in 1825. The members were under 
no obligation. They might do as they pleased. They had nothing 
to do with others, not members. There have been no considerable 
strikes till last one. There have been some small strikes. There 
were strikes at Graham's works while I was there. Only lasted two 
weeks. None at MThail's. Previous to the last strike, I never did 
use violence. I have heard of violence being laid to the spinners ; 
but I did not believe this. I do not believe, and I never knew of 
any cotton-spinner having done violence to a man, because of a man 
working contrary to a strike. I believe there was vitriol once thrown ; 
hut I don't believe this was done by oottoa-spinners. I don't know 
who threw the vitriol. I have no conjecture, and no opinion upon the 
subject whether such was done because the sufferer was working 
against the will of the Association. I reflected upon it. I don't 
think a person could gain anything by throwing vitriol. I do not 
remember of any cotton-spinner being punished for throwing vitriol. 

LoBn JusTiOB-CuBRK, — Do you not recollect, about 1825, of five men 
being tried before me for throwing vitriol, and transported fourteen 
years on a conviction ? 

WiTNJtosL — ^I do^net. When I came to Glasgow, I heard no talk of 
such a subjeot. 

Lonn ADvocATBir— But you said that you heard of vitriol being 
thrown, and reflected on.it* When was this ? 
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WitiTBiBi-^Yefli rilA¥elt«&rB^eopl0Mki!l|r^flf. ^ 

LteD MoNCTi BW /i T hen you hiire hcrafd tOitfy ^9i^ s^eaMttlgtd 6llft 
aadfher P 

WiKirB8ii.^s=I 0Verheafd> but no one spoke to ftii$ e^t. 

Loll) AifTO0ArB.<^you Bfty you oVerhoard fhit^ W&#i! f 

WrrNsn^-^I do hot f omeikiber thd tiMii 

ht^tat Ai>vooAT£.-^I>id yoti h^ar of it after you ^nme to Olal^dWi 
oir did yott ne¥ef hear of it aft^t yoil ^flio to 01ftif»lf P 

Wtttfum^-^Yes. I thihk it wae ttlter I oaltie tb Qlaii^#. I o*fifldt 
eay. 

Loto Ai>toci*B.*-»-A yea* ? 

Wiit^ss.^^! dftHBOt lay. 

LORt) Al>TOCATB."*^FlVe P 

Wiiifi^ssi-^I cannot tell. 

Lord Abi^ooA^.-^hswer ttie this. Did y#U heir of it ij^kOd Of 
htore than once ? 

Wttif fise^^^I could hot ftftiiwer. 

LOr« A0VooAtE:<^If you hOArd it only OnO#> eOhld yoti f edollodt 
lllAt ? 
' Wi«[^i^i:»g;-^I cohM not say. 

iiOtt^AbtodATEk^— Hare yoti dot heard Of it ted tim^> 6f hiore 
f&id fifty titties? 

WitN]$ss<< — I cannot say. 

Loto AdvocAtb.^1 ask you no^i sir, httte yOtt heurd of Vitridl 
hiifag thrown upon a person diore than a huhdred times f 

Witness. — I could not say. I could not ad9#er thftt f^uestloh. 

(Ih fth^^er to LotiD MoNOfttti«>F.)^I he^rd Of the e^sedf thd Waiter 
Mhgr h^ged fbr II. 

Ldftb Anf ocAf Ek — dllintyfe is eig^hf idiles diStUdt. V^Vf Seldom 

. heilfd l^hat took plaoe in Glasgoir. l^eldOrd eiime dOWn thefO. I 

h8¥e lieard Of ft dotton.splttner bein| pufiished, of the iiamO Of Ke^ii/ 

for fahootidg kt a mah whose name i do not khows I eaine to Oltis. 

^# mthin a iiiOnth i^ the ehd Of tBO year i««d. 

WlfJrMssi^^Cblild fiot lay if the diad stiOt #A6 A nbb. 1 khbVr he 
wfts a totton-lipinnef ^ho Wlis pilhished for it. 

LOitb AdtOOAl*ts.-^Ohi ybu k&e# thfrt f 

vrt>mt^,-^l heftrd it. I dbter heard of d Man, Gri&an, hmg pH- 

sdcdtiid fb^ shootihf a nob of the hftfiid Of Wttttiod. 

ijof» Aidimk^i!i.^^t^f Of Kean beluir prosecuted ? 

Wt^its^'.:^! remember walker beifi^ tried, bat hot ^artidttlars. 
It was jfbr some molestation* 

Loftd AdvoOai*]^.— What BiolesifttiOA ? Was il shooting a t^istol P 

WB*Hii!sS;^Do dot knoWi I paid attehiioh to hothing of the kihd> 

Lonb AiiV00A*i^.-^Did it hot stHMe yod as ^Jiliaordihary, to hear 
of a S^ihher fiMng ihto a room dpbd a HOb f 

Witness.— I did not think of it. I don't remember What footOfy it . 
was tki 

Lord Advocate.— Do you swear that you believe that fhOlre WOrO ftO^ 
afttS ^ fiolenoe by dOtton^Spinhers since yOd oOmo to QksgoW ? TOu 
have sworn so before; but f^eot add nllswef ? * 
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Mmiwmh^l oalf ffeMl[«Qti of ike «m6 I li^e •! latf » 
L'oftSi AonKiAtBiM-«Wli«l otaio ? 
Witness. — ^Walker's. .. - ; 

Loan ADyo«Ati«4«^Do y4m tteltevt tkat ihftl TioteQoi' wM OMinlllld ? 
Aad did yon eome into thi« Ootifefc rtadjr to twsftt tlidi yOd did Jwt Ini» 
lieve that «ay aoi» of vidAmio had bc^a otottilttd hf tairil^dat mU 
lo&*f]iiiiii«rfl ttpoa nobs aliia^ last Itrika ? . . 

.Wk«ir»M.'4^I belitra thdce might* 1 knaUr of tha Piii&Bai €aia« 
mittaa and the Qnard Commiitea. I kddw of no other Comtftittait 
The dut^f of tba aaard itaatogo and tee if any panon wisi g«aif Is 
who had aliment, and to report to the.tidda* I waa aeVar «a Ciuards 
I was not a member of the Guard Gommittee, nor of the Finance Com-^ 
mittaa, aor of dity Committed eoaaiatdli with the Glasgow body. 
Dariffg li|Bt atfika, I Maatittms t9td, da^ Itbk a waiici attd looked 
about ma. . . 

Loaa Ao«ocATa.NwThan yoa taw #hat.9aa foilif on } 

Wnvaii*'««4l0matimat4 1 would Mmdtllneago up aadbcdt tothamilli* 

By LotWi Atovoairta«*«-Th«r* ware somiitimai ri|ip'at»«>^dlstarbdbdai 
-«i«t Mila^aBd Faetory^ aad hissiag I I aavat h^ard tii tha kliaiit doiag 
mora thaa this af tar last atrike« 

Loaa AairooAVifir*-Do yaU balitva that at last strika anjrthiaf maas 
waa doaa than tihaar or hits ? ^ . : 

Wif9aai.«*M Yet ; I hoard of soma ndb«tphaiian baia g lAiustd at Qdl« 
baakj and struok gaidg thaoa|(h Cdwedddans. I hddrd of a aiaa haiaf 
shot. TliatirAt9fflitii4 IMt DrTajrloif'sraaatingiand^entfttthaooafe. 
mittta nteatiaf I and staid an hoar fcad-a^hftlf« Tha aiuafaan df shofs 
sailed ovar^ Talkdd. ab^at fb« state of shops an4 thu lika« I spote 
myaelf at Umt nAletiagt A good many d^egatts spoka* I aduid not 
name any delagatte nho spoka that bi(rht» I knew tba ahairmalK 
Kadw iha dalafatAs* I think Dailtil MathDUaad ftpoka. I paid no 
atifentioawho apaka. All we did waa tha regular baiiHess^ hearing 
tba reports from tha diiRnrmt thops»^««tay h«ws 0f sattlaaiant^f aay 
nuHdera had seat fat marnhmwi . No., ao waa 4oaa aWhy three yaaaa 
ago^ I aould aot say that I hava saaa it la tha sohedul^s ktriy^ I 
s^doia iaa sohedalas* I doa't think 1 said tha books and aah^dulat 
a^atd opaa. Tfad askadalaa I saariely efar aallad for ainaa tha strika^ 
Tha oaly thing wa lookad at wto money. ThI Fiaaaoa Qotamittaa 
looked to the sdiaAolaa. HTa had yurdjt man. at tha head <tf affiura. 
fiuayaa ai^ Haokat, I thiak, were at tha k«dd of afi^i«s« Wh^a aid 
mat wa just ohosa a chalrmaa. 



fi«fora tha Court adjouraad this erataagi tha iFary UptfaaMid 
malOi af^^batioa of thecoadtust of tha Maaai^ of Coaxt^.ftlr Aami^ 
aad Mr Munro> in raferaima to the aoiMimOdati^a wkidk tfa^ 
raeaiiead l^^hila uadav thair tufetody odt. of Coi^; aad. the Lard 
/aatieo^Clark 6kpreaMid tha satiafaetiOa of tba Cdart^ adding^ tiUtt 
It was ao aimra thaa he axpaatad. Tha.rapartav kae fiaioa.td 
baliaira that tiiii compttsBaai: haa teaa widl lAatifitd hy.itiia M*it 
eari^wko kata bald iddst^aiadaitaa hathakattamtelta :thg.ifitt|q( 
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and hav« obritlii kf tlitir ]ier8DiiidJMVfiMtj,-M rte m.^fsmMt, 
muMrMM iM»diAt9t whUA li«««i«coftnped to«on«4>€.t)Mni» tibeir 
private buAineM^ from Um oonfiiMmeiil cmuwgoBnt . wj^on. tlvs ]prQ<- 
tTMted inquiry. 

' Tb% Jury haviiyaqpiyMaii » wiA to be pjrwitted. latoka m aitkiy 
i#<inoifow^ (8iiiiAa7;,)i)r to attmi puUie morskip, UNbet the awrveilf- 
lesce of the tw» M«cere> the Coort fpranted thk perMMsieB. 

Acomrdiiigly^ oaci party, with a Maoer/ took aft airiiig in ^aorrMigea a 
Urn aaJiba into the eomrtry, and another attended divine vondup in 
tile High Chnreh--4hetB wU^ will nndie our seutfaeon readen et aitt> 
m eentoaethif etrengiy witb 4iheir own ctriet*imnmriBflr and jtarva* 
tion eyiteiB of manayiny jmrlef. 

AiveueO AiOMKiM — Waa admitted a oettettHipuner^ fifteen yean age. 
Toidc no oath or ohlifation to obey the majority in matters nnlawM^ 
or to commit aets of vielenee against life or psoperty. The debgaftes 
were appointed by the men of tiiwrei^ootive lastenea to meice reports 
ef tiie tiien state of theaocietyv and of the <^inions of Aeir eoaatt- 
taente^ttiiemlUs* Therewerowlest delegates- appointed eeeaMO- 
ally, when any question of inqportanco'waa flbent to be diennssed. it 
«aa tiieoght mere convenient te the Finance Gommittee^ to. send 
notice to tiie diiierent factories to appoint the most jndieions msn. 
•This was in additien to the ordinary delegatea. The ordinary dele- 
gates met generally once »>week; bat^infedy, there were ezn^tions 
to that, when they met once afevtniifht. The Select Delegates met 
only when necessity reqaived. When they were Yoqnired to meet the 
Jinanee Committee, they instmeted their officer to go round the dif- 
teent factories, and desired them to send /a Select Delegate. These 
delegates wom only of one night's standings The Finance Gasunittee 
wen a permanent conunittee. Sdhedulee were sent roand by the Fin* 
anoe Committee, wldeh contained the geneml expenditure of the 
Associatien, so that it might be aeen by each member. There were 
no ether' standing committee bntthe Finance, whirii oanaisted of three 
members. There was a dudrnun <tf the Asseeiatien, who was net m 
member of the Conunittee. The erdmary delegates appointed one 
nf theirownnamber to stand, for two or three inentha, as president 
ef their meetings. There was no other ehaimun of the Association, 
except when4he Finance or iSnpply^ Committee required a Ghaiimatt 
for that committee. Witness has attended meetings of delegataa, as 
a delegate. Members not delegates, ocoasienally attended tiieir meet- 
ings. During strikes, there existed the Finance Committee, witik a 
^npfi^ Committee attached to it. Witness betie^es there jras a Guard 
Committee. I cannot diargemy memory tiiat i earer saw the werdnob in 
« sdiedule. I have heard such an expression made use of at meetings ; 
but cannot say 1 eiwr heard it read from asehedule. The Guaad 
Committee paid the expense ef treating the noba. (The witness was 
here teid by Court net ta make speeches,, but to answer queafeions.) 
Thi elerk of^'tii^ AsseeMiottmade ttenntaea. ThennterialsiDr 
making the entries were communicated by the Finance Committee. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



smt WMTfniiiii^Miisclaltf mr -a ii§$r$xi^ Horn l^m 4mpwm^ wMt^mtikit'; 
«rfrffaittewnial^jeiq^ffiaMi8 of ^tl«Br-:AMOCtiitioit. i^imeat may have 
been put as expenses with nobs. A clear certificate was a «ertififl»to 
giTen ta a member gotng to leare the placef^oiag to a diat^fice. 
Itwaa givaii'l»f.thefffiiiaBoeCcnxiiMtt»e. I remes^r the sttrkie of 
April. I was not a delegates in April ; ' I waa a weni}»er of the Govs- 
iHtlee«£i9apid7 in ApriL I knii# William ilahnaton. 1 reiftetitber 
beiiig atfueotinga wbioi hn made motiMia. He was^ii regular uttendi^ 
as4t Delagate. IcaooUact a meeltfig whesfrlie madia a i»otib^ respec^air 
tin ceodiio* of mtt» of oar umil Premiiafeo this, tliera was a S9h«ne:iaf 
en^ration contemplated and entered inkir; aoA those -who in^iw to aitcdl 
themselves of it were to get £lta from the body. Those taking this 
benefit ware to gva&t a bill tiiaitb^vvlttldftot work as cotton-spinners 
fiov thie Bpmce of. thsee yearsw They vrere to be prosecuted if they 
broke faith* (Told again' to answer queetions direotly^ and n^t-gb 
into deta^.) The paspavt of ^ Jdmstbim's m^to wns^ that> as a nuoiber 
had riohited their obl%ations> the men shooJid ^ be ptoeeouti^ The 
proposition led to the appwntmeDt: of n- iGommHttoe. I Hmk the mo- 
tioawas eairied^ and tixe^ BiBitit»isitRt8ted ioa Committed ; bati am 
not certain. I was at tib»> meeting w^en MriSemmel addressed the 
Association. James OiUb (prisenet) was in the chair* It wasa meet- 
ii^ of tiie Assoeialion;' but the hdl ooold noiheUthem ali.. Gibb 
was a member of tho Snf^ly Ceasmittee. The purport ef the meet- 
ing was to induce the mdttbels and €kiards to use their iaflueiice to 
prevent moleetaties to nebs. It waa agreed to^4 and resohitioae wete 
publidMdr in the newspapenb The ChianMiad been on at the difierent 
iM^tories before iMm. The noleslalioa to the new kimds had been 
complained of. Crowds had been assembled' at^the diiEerent milk; 
and tlMre Jiad been disturboiiGea with tiie police ; and pefooos had 
been assaulted. It was so reported ; but I did not jiee it» There was 
a strikeof two or three trades at this ttme-«»the sawef% aDd cdUiers^ 
and founders. I remember that Gibb spoke from the diaar at^the meet* 
ing I have mentioned> to th» effect that the propositioli or decjaiott of 
the delegates, as reported by Mr Gemmel^ idbeuld be carried into 
offset; aiidthat any person; faulty of^ molestation in any way Should, 
be deprived of aliaseni. At no meeting that: ever I attendadv was 
violence er iBtimidatiesi authoriaed or sandioned. 

Finance Committee during the strtke, were Bunyaa^ Haoket> and I 
do not recollect more of them. It was appointed in April. I was a 
member of no other Committee. I haveboen fifteen years 'H cotton- 
qdnner. I entered the Aaeedation in Renfrewshm/ fibont foiiirtedn 
years ago. When I came to Glasgow^ there was a new form oi enkry-^ 
that is^ I had to pay £1 e£ entrT^oaoney ; but^ X took^ao oatli. J never 
heard of an onth taken by the members atinitiatioii^ or of any oUigXi- 
tion. Sueh was never spoken^ of. I never understood euch ; a thing. 
Indeed Iiceold not^ when I iMvar Jieaird the members speak 4)£ it. 
Thero. vna no.iMgatiaiitOfetMiAby thfc de d^ iAssMiiiiti^iy ^ 
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•O0l»tiofk, And MfuM ob^dienee to th« r«fl«liilio4i of llio ftMjoilljr. :.. 

Sotiei«oR>-GaimAL.«^nd )r«t jthoto wm no oblifafetoa, to ob^ tte 
nt^jofily ? 

WxsifX8t»-«-^o* 

Soiitoito»*^BinaiAb.-*«Waa tkoro mtiytkmg In the RnlM to thil 
otfMl? 

Wi'sifMt.-^Thoro wtd, ia tho RuUi« tomethuig to the OAM tlH* 
tbo mombori wbo joinod yolanturllfi would bo giudod hf ft Bii|)orUf of 
tbo AMDoiatioii4 I dOa't romonbor the Rulof pOlotedlf. 

SoiaotTe»-GflK9»Aii.-^Woro the wordt of the Rulee that '' orarjr 
mmobw of the AeeoeietioA.biftde and obligee . himeelf to enfaaUt to m . 
]|iigorit]fr of hie b)r6threnj in all oaees oonneoted with thO Asieciatiasl" 

WiTKMtt*— I coeld not poeitivelf aajr. thai the Rulee OOAteinOd aU 
theie worde. I believed that that wae the import. [Thie witoeei 
alwofi tepeated the queetioae.whieh were aaked]. 

8eiiioiTo»^BNnudi«"-^4>o 70U know whot the majority wai f 

WiTimi.*^Two-thirda of the membors* 

8ou€tiToaa^BK]BBAb<»— Have jrOu any doubt now ? 

The witnoM eaterod into an ftTplafta»iou| and the SoliflHer4ien«rai 
stated that he Would uet anewer hit queetione. 

Wiwi m* ' » Oh» ^ee ! I will aDewer^our queetiouei 

8oiicitoR<GBNaMAi«.-^-^id a member cease to bo a me^betf Of the 
Aasooiaitioii if ho would not aubmii to- a majority ? . 

WmtmUi*^Y$$, if he persisted in thie months or yoevt. He beeamo 
abed member. But he wduld oease to be a uMmbet if he poMleted« 

(taiiorro»iOufaaeL«-^-*8uppose the Associatioa resolveA to itrikO^ by 
a au^oritf of tho Aeeoeiatioo^ eould euoh a man remain a meuiber el 
the AsBOoiation for months or joare P 

WinaMb-^l oannot answer theo queetioni for the eaie nesssr eamo 
under my observation* 

8otieno»-GaNHiAL.-^I daresay not. Could he woriK a urOok afsinsft 
a strike^ and be a meaiber ? 

WititMk-^My own op&i^ is that ho eould not* 

9oi«ioi«Nft*G»rBi[uUM«^ What'e a nob ? 

WinrnHk-^What is a nob ? Do 7OU mean a man ? 

SoxilBite»42BNl!AAii«-«AliBwer without preaobiag* 

Witness. — ^A nob is a new hand that f^Oes usto iTOrk.o* -a ^MUmm 
tk4A ie what as fpeneraUy deaomiAatod auob. Theri are several kinds 
(^ hobs. 

flQuotTo»4ibBlrmiAiM^'4^ve mo another sort of aobt 

W1IVBMF--I have eOen a walkingHitiek with A ne» on ib-«tkat ie 
another kind of neb I harre heard of* I am not aequainted with any^ 
others 

4SoiiiokTo»-GmiaBAiM«^uppo8in9 a new hand, who had net or joined 
the Aieoeintieni wfre workii^^ whM would yoUroell hitti ? 

WiTNS8S<'*«-4IO ie generally called a nob. 

8auctlTon-Gnif]ttmfti-^h, that's another kind of nob^ieit? 8up4 
posittf a man diaeh^yed £ornionlhs^or7aini> uMUillibonniA , 
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would. 

1kmwt«i^(immkAtu^Wlsy, tluit'e wothoir kiftd of ndb* if * iian 
were to be cut off or expelled the Association for any reason, troiU 
nabdftilob? 

M^ifltol.^t tlHtt h« WottiA A»t» 

Soligitob-Genebaii.'— Now^ we have four^ including the stick. Oo 
fM y<$Ml^dt auy ofhef ^ 

Witness*— No. 

IkfiAm^Ob^iSmtiiiA^t^ Did f ott ^tet lum such % word as '' Gdliety ?" 

Wlfir»l8^.-^Cemery ! I dto*! kiknr wk«lhe» I katt heatd the word 
tr iiot Ulied hf lh« ebmii'B{Mtin9»l< If H haytf riferenoe to coltimi, 

fkftta9t)M3tmfmLML.^TLBye fou 0y#y Mid it or idon it in the 

Witness. — Not the word collieries^ that I recollect «f* Bmnething 
^th tmf^eis tb tiollidn l kav« s«ea. It may have bean used tod 
b6 ili the ftehedules. No. 110 OSMftd to be uiod two yearfMiid«A.half, 
Of thteo ye^fS. The bH^iiieM Of the Guatds wm tkit>^iwo or t^ae 
ttenweyotoiit to the diffef oat fadtoties in sivlkei to amrtainhow 
many new hands were gfOing iato llio factoHeil, tad to report the 
fiudibets to the AM6<^tloii^ witen met^ so that tiity aiight judge of 
the propriety or expediency Of pWr^loliiig tk« strike^ or ^ yielding 
to the mastirii' tf^mi. iThey WOM) nOt paid. They roc^ved roff esh- 
m^nli j btti nolhtflf elM but thOir ftlilliett. They took it in rotation, 
and they were performing the duties of the Association. There was 
t^HOthef ftt^a for GttAf dSj Which WasA^iii oaso of any of onr men 
were going in, and, at the same time, recelvifif alifflent-^tkat wao one 
objeet of the ftppoihtiug Of the GUitdo, And to foport. 

Solioitor-Gbner AL. — ^Were thitif tnstrttoted to treat the mri^ ? 

Wt'hYfiss.^^Thef 6 wtts ah understanding that they were . so em. 
powered ; and they treated with and sontetlmes treated the nobSk I 
was not awa^d that tho Gttatds evet* moleited any of the nobs. I 
koiurd it ydpoHed t^ Otmrds had distorbed tome of the nebs. I 
understood that some were apprehended ; and now, that I reeolleet, 
I hOftfd thfit one, 6r two. Of thfee, were put In prison for tkio; but 
I was not personally acquainted with the circumstance. It was fot 
Wllellitt^ the bob#. 

Solicitor-General.— Did you know at the tisM of the meoUtt|f 
where Mr Gemmel spoke, some hands were in custody P 

WiTNBss.'^-'-Yeii; ] may have heafd that one wae oonviotedj but 
th«t thO pfOieMifiOn ht the timo w&s to be ^ven up if the Outtrds 
Wl0^ to bo wi«hQMiwn, pea«0 preserved, dnd fto on. Tko idimont 
formed a separate article in the tokedulos. 

Solicitor-General. — Did you ever hear of entries^ as onpentOt of 
Guards dnd o%h^f» eonheotod witii thom^ beiof iniened in the 
l^ftdflloci^ 

Wi^T^mk^l Ma¥0 hOafi OkpoiMl.of Ottsrde roadi 

i0X.i6i¥0il«OlBNiiliAIW«^W<m thelO OtfiMfnsw d6naUiMblO i 
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siderable. „. , 

SotioiToa-GisKBBAi*.— Let me know how they G0ttl4 be* ««imder- 
ahle? 

Witness. — When a nmnber of new han4s were induoe4> fr^ly.mfi 
voluntarily^ to come out, this in.cjroas0d the .e^sp^diture con^dar- 

Lord Jusxige-Clebk. — ;Thi8 wpuld not apply to your OTrajoembiMrt; 
they would go on the aliment fund. , ^ , 

WiTN£S8.-->My Lord, I acknowledge there was^ Gu^rdCon^^ttee, 
and for the supply of the handa we got put they were plitjped on,-the 
funds of the Guards. There m^ht be sixty new ^anda. taken, out 
during last strike, or more. They were paid. It, varied, accordliigtp 
the ability of the Associatioi^ to pay*-< Iqan calculate, £rom. what I 
got myself, what the utmost was. 1 have got 28. 6d., 68., and as high 
as 8s. per week. , 

SoLioiTaa-GEKSBAii.— Were No. 60 paid anything for unshoppi^g? 

Witness. — I don't know what un^o{ipij|;ig is. I reoolle^t. when 
the emigration scheme was introduced, a number of ,atrf^lgen were 
toming into town, and a proposition was made. for. unshipping, but 
that was not entered into | it was thrown aside, 

SoLiQiToit-GsNEAAii.—Pid the AssQciatioP; .giv^ any assistance J^ 
any members, when taken into custody? , 

Witness. — Some refreshments perhaps* - They have paid for thf 
expenses of their defencea when irie4; the friends. applying, for 
this. 

Solicitor-Generai*.-- Then, you dp recoUept of cotton- q>i)men 
being in custody aud tried ? . 

Witness. — I recollect that frienda applied for loan for befriending 
cotton-flpinners, which would be repaid. 

Soucitor^Gibnebal.—- Were the subject of the^e expenses for cotton- 
spinners molesting of nobs? . 

Witness. — Yes ; they were taken up on that charge ? 

Soxjoitor-Genebal. — Kqw^ this is a satisfactory knowledge and 
more so than by report. 

WiTNEsst-^Such a system never was acknowledged by the At^oiua- 
tion. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — Do you know those to be facts which you 
have been apeakk^ of ? 

Witness. — ^Yes. 

SoLioiTOB-GENBBAii^^Oid you over know of convictions ? 
' Witness.— Oh, yes ; I heard, though I did not know the person. 

Souoitob-Gbnbbal. — Do you recollect MuUhoUand, Campbell, and 
lii'Donald being charged fpr molesting nobs ? 

Witness. — ^Yes. 

Boucitor-Gbnibaxi. — Had you. anything to do with that? 
' Witness. — ^Yes ; immediately — by another party* I knew thatr 
bail-money waa obtained, and that they were cited tp appear at the 
next Circuit Court. Thiy waa |ast April. Cainpbell and M'Dosald 
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did appcMir, and two men were sent down to ^Duntocher to secure 
iheir app^iMibor; tire were g|)>t, irtit MulhoUan^ did not appear. 

Souottob-Gensbal. — Was it the Association money that vras lodged 
ibr their ball ? 

WiTNsss. — ^Yes^ it was. MulhoUand not appearing, and the rest 
going forward, I Was requested to go and get up the money for those 
uppearing ; and I went to Dumbarton to arrange with Mr Macome 
abont the money as to his obligation. MulhoUand was fugitated. 
The others were again cited to appear, and we sent a party to Dan- 
tocher to bring them up. The Association got back their money, as 
the trial was not periMsted in. The Association got back the £60. 
I am not aware of there being a Bible in the Assodatiod. There 
may hare been one. I iieirer saw it among papers and documents in 
Snob's. I never saw a Bible there. Men may have had Bibles in 
their pocket. I cannot distinctl)^ say if there wai3 any minute taken 
of Johnston's motion. When I was examined by the Sheriff, I re- 
collect of being shewn a minute bearing on the subject. The minute 
shewn tome may be the minute referring to the motion. The motioii 
I heard was to prosecute men ivho had got emigration money and 
irielated the conditions. I was a Member of thr Supply Commit. 
tee. I knew the whole cash transactiomk. 

LoBD Justiob-Clisbk. — Shew me Ko, XXI II. Just rAcoIleot your, 
self how. Tou said there were three of the Finance Committee who 
signed lines. You said you could only name two, Bunyan and an- 
«ther. Lobk at that certiiicate, and read the names to me. 

WiTNBSB read the names of Thomas Hunter*, James Gibb, Peter 
Hacket, and Richard M'NIel ; and then said, '' My Lord I will ex- 
plain. The Finance Committee**—— 

LoBD Justioe-Clebk. — Wait till you hear a question. Were these 
Members of the Finance Committee or not ? 

Witness. — Bear with me. (He then went into a long explanation, 
acconnting for this, to the effect that the business became so heavy 
that the office-bearers signed such certiUcates latterly ; but^ previous 
to the strikes, this was the duty of the Finance Committee.) 

LoBD Jvsnots-CLEiiic. — In what capacity are the names of these 
men adhibited to this document ? 

WiTNEss.-^Hunt0r, chairman 6f Committee; Gibb, one of the 
Secretaries— an assistant; Hacket was Treasurer; M'Niel, Secre- 
tary. 

LoBD Justice-Clebk. — ^And, in these capacities, their names were 
so adhibited ? 

WiTNESB. — ^Yes, my Lord. Previous to the strike, they were always 
granted by the Finance Committee. 

LoBD JtrsnoB^CtiEBK. — Were there 8h<^ certificates f 
. Witness. — Yes, to be referred to the Finance Committee. 

LoBD Justice-Clebk. — What kind were they ? 

WiTNX8S.-^They were a reference to 6hew if the applicant was 
-dear. They were not called cerMcates, but lines. 

LolUD JimTicE-CLSBK.r-:Wlkat is this certifieate for MXeaii ? 

WnKE8s«>^It ik ' because M'Leaii was intending to go iAroad, as 1 
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•nd no one wat put in Us place, at the Committee of Buppiv wiu 
appointed. The Committee of Sapplf had no duty separmtelf during 
the ttrike. I do not Icnow the man who went out of office at that 
time. There was a Guard Committee during the ttrilce. There was 
also a Decreet Committee for a weelc or two. The Supply Committee 
raised the funds— that was their principal duty. Certificates were 
occasionally granted at ordinary times to members clear of Mt, and 
to persons leaving the country, hy the Finance Committee. During 
strikes, hoth merged and acted as one Committee, and any of the 
Members who might be present granted the certiftcates. I was a 
Member of the Supply Committee during last strike. The Chidrmatt 
df the Supply, or United Committee, was Hunter ; Hacket was Trea^ 
surer, M'Niel Secretary, Gibb Assistant Secretary. They granted 
such certificates— eeveral during the strike. They did so to James Dy^r, 
Wiiiiam M'Lean, and to a member who went to Russia, and several 
others. There was one to Montgomerie, one to Joseph Porter, also one 
to Douity. The words were generally that the bearer was a member 
of the Association, and had paid all lawful dues. (Shewn No. XXIII.) 

Witness. — It is in the usual terms. I was not present when it 
was granted. 

Loud Justicb-Clbrk^— I don't read the words you have given us in 
this certificate. 
. Witness.— That's the import. 

Is shewn No. XXIV., and reads it. '^ He is a clear member, an^ 
has always done his duty." 

Witness* — I remember the Glasgow fair beginning the second Mon^ 
day of July. I left Glasgow that day, to go to Blantyre. J saw 
M^'Lean next day, Tuesday. Montgomerie was with him. I saw them 
at Blantyre Tollbar. I understood from Montgomerie, when he said 
we, that they were both going to England, and were going first to 
Blantyre, to see if the spinners would give them any money te 
help them on. I saw them next day, or the day after that, at 
Both well ,on the Carlisle road. I was going .to see Lord Douglas's 
policies [Park.] I did not speak to them. They were not near me. 
There was a Guard Committee during last strike appointed in 
another, to see what members and others would be going in to work. 
Their purpose was to report, and so to have the aliihent of such 
members cut off; and, at the same time, to see if it would be prudent 
to continue the strike longer. This was to be done by persons who 
volunteered that duty. They were to reason with the nobs, and point 
out the folly of taking work at reduction ; and to treat them with ale 
or spirits, the expense of which was to be charged against the Assoct* 
ation. The Guards had no separate allowance, or pay, farther than 
expenses in treating, and the like. These were paid by the Sup|dy 
Committee. When the Guards succeeded in inducing new hands to 
come out, they were put upon aliment, the same as regular members. 
The names of the regular members were entered in a book or roll. 
The names of the new hands*— some were added, and some not. This 
was accidental; there was no particular reason for it. Schedules 
were sent round, shewing the income and expenditure when thel^ 
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^iferrd no sirtkea. ' 8ai!i1i ^cb«?^ also kept duf^iiig the time 

«f a sttik^. :WKeh tM Delegtites 'met at the meetings schedules 
irfei-e gfYen fo' eaeh, aitd he ^iaS^e it to the factory to which he 
belonged. For a efliiairt time before the expiry of the strike^ these 
were not sent, but the ^iicom« and expenditure was then read at 
the meeting af Delegates^ and Committee of Finance and Supply. 
'Nearfy seventy n6w hands were put iipon aliment. This was en- 
t<;red in one sum in the schedules. I am aware of entriesf of '^ Ex- 
penses for Guards." It was the refreshment and aliment supplied to 
the Guards for the heW harid^. '^Expenses with nobs** appeared also 
in Blump sunis, which meant the expenses which had been paid in indu- 
cing the new hands to come out ; and this entity was of th^ same de- 
scription as the other. The Decreet Committee was appointed to 
pursue for sums of money due the Association. When a person was 
to emigrate, he got ^10 to assist him^ and he granted a bilPfor it ; 
and, if he failed to go away, or returned, 6r began to work Within 
three years, the biH was put in suit, and decreet obtained foV it. 
This committee existed only a short time; it was also called the 
Debt Committee. I ^on't remember npon whose motion this com- 
mittee was appointed. I was from home at the time I was a meni^ 
bef of the Supply Committee during the wliole of the strike. I know 
William Johnston. I was present, about June, at a general meeting 
of the Association, when he made a motion> that all who owed money 
should be prosecuted to the utmost. They were called nobs, because 
some of them had got the emigration money, and returned, or worked 
before the eatpiration of three years. Nob is a general term, refer- 
ring to all not acting within the rules i){ the Association. I think 
every trade has its own term of that sort. A member, by paying back 
the £10, might again become a member of the Association. I never 
heard of a Persecuting Committee. Johnston's motion was for a 
Prosecuting Committee. During last strike, there was a good deal of 
molestation given, by some members, to nobs at Oakbank aiid Mile- 
end. I believe there was not a general strike in Glasgow, of all the 
trades. The colliers, sawers, and moulders throughout the coun- 
try had struck. I was at a meeting in the Universalists' Chapel of 
the Association, which was crowded. James Gibb was in the chair, 
and Mr Gemmel addressed the meeting. Certain resolutions were 
passed and published, to the effect of refraining from violence. Gibb 
enforced the proposition, and the Guards were withdrawn. Cotton 
spinners had been apprehended before this. Part of the arrange- 
ment was, that, if the spinners behaved better, the prisoners then in 
custody would be liberated. 

Cross-examined by Lord Advocate. — ^If a person gave up working on 
a strike, he would not any longer be a nob. Nob is a reproachful term 
When new hands gave up working, we would not call these nobs ; we 
would not then apply the term to them. As to the entry of " ex- 
penses of nobs," it could not apply to those persons, but aliment was 
paid them, and the -entry may be referring to that. If they ceased 
from working, they were no longer nobs, though they might be catted 
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S0| and the entry would be made as aliment paid to nobs. It was 
aometimes paid as '' aliment/' and sometimes *^ expenses to nobs." 
The Treasurer was not always the same person^ and some Treasurers 
might make the entry one way^ and some another. Every member 
of the Supply Committee would understand this. No such question 
was ever put to me before^ and a member of the Committee of Supply 
could, I think, be at no loss to answer the question. Sometimes a 
person would take the chair at the Delegate Meeting. In ordinary 
times, a Chairman was elected, and acted for two months. During a 
strike, no one was appointed to preside over the Delegates, I have 
at that time seen one for two or three times. Hunter continued Presi-^ 
dent from the Monday or Tuesday after the strike till he was appre- 
hended. M'Niel was elected Secretary the same day, and continued 
till he was apprehended, Gibb sometimes acted as Assistant Secretary, 
during the strike. He was particularly required on a pay night, but 
not always, and sometimes he acted when M'Niel was present. He 
acted as such in signing certificates or ite% lines — any member of 
Committee might do so — ^it was not his duty more than that of any 
other member of Committee. That day it was proposed that Hacket 
should continue Treasurer. He was so before of the Finance Com. 
mittee. The prisoners at the bar acted during the whole of the 
strike, with the exception of Hacket, who was some time in England. 
Hacket went to England about the middle of May, and returned 
some time in June. John Bunyan acted in his absence as Treasurer. 
I am well acquainted with Hacket, and have seen him write — also 
with M'Niel, but it is rather longer siqce. I knew M'Niel, and 
cannot say whether I would know his handwriting or not. The 
Guards were removed from the mills — some remained. Cannot say 
how long the Guards continued on. I was present when the meeting 
with Committee took place in June or May. Thinks there were no 
Guards next day on the mills. Gibb addressed the meeting on that 
occasion — he was in the chair. Heard Gibb say that, if any person 
went on Guard, they would receive no aliment. He said something 
to that effect ; and that they would be deprived of aliment if they did 
so. I never was near a struck mill, and never saw a Guard on. Heard 
reports that some were lingering about Houldsworth's mill. Police 
blamed them. I did not know whether they did or not, and some 
were taken up by the Police. 

Int9rrogated.^^TyiA you not hear that there were guards on the 
mill? 

Witness. — I do not think I did. The Committee were against all 
riots. I am not aware that they ever gave any information or aid to 
the public authorities during last strike. I did not hear of combus- 
tibles being thrown into Hussey's mill until the Sheriff asked me. 
I heard from a member of Committee^ of combustibles being thrown 
into Wood's house ; but I am not aware whether the Committee or 
Association gave any information about these things or about Smith's 
murder. The Guard Committee were dissolved after Mr Gemmel's 
meeting ; but those of the workers who came out stiU received their 
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aliment from the Guard Committee. It was composed of Morison 
and Parker. I do not remember others. These continued^ through- 
out the whole term of the strike^ to pay such alin^eat. 

Interrogated, — Was there any resolution ever exitered in the books 
regarding the crimes you have mentioned^ partacularly of Smith's 
murder ? 

Witness. — I have heard such things often talked of^ and I have 
heard such a proposal ; but the want of funds kept the Association 
from offering a reward. Racket spoke of it. They never gave any 
information to the Sheriff. 

Lord Mackenzie. — ^How did you get information about workers 
when the Guard was withdrawn ? 

Witness. — When there was no Guards, persons residing in the 
neighbourhood told us about people working. 

Lord Justice-CiiErk.-— Do you mean to say that Morrison and 
Parker ever went and paid Guards after the public meeting }, 

Witness. — I am not aware. They had no authority from the As- 
sociation. 

Lord Justice-Clerk.-— Do you mean to swear that you understood 
that no Guards were authorized to go to the mills after that meetilng ? 

Witness. — I understood this, and that none went with auti^o- 
rity. 

Lord Moncrieff.<^Do you know of any man's aliment being with^ 
drawn because of his going and acting as a Guard after the meet, 
ing } 

Witness. — No. I was apprehended in the Black Boy tavern along 
with the rest. 

Lord Advocate. — Were you in the Lock-up, along with the prisoners, 
last Friday night ? 

Witness. — Yes ; I was. I was with Mr Fisher, one of the turn, 
keys. 1 remained with them above half.an-hour. 

Lord Advocate.—- Did you tell Fisher you were to be a witness ? 

Witness. — No. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — Were you cited for the prisoners before 
that? 

Witness. — Yes. 

Wlio remained with you ? 

Witness. — Robertson and Mrs Robertson ; the keeper and^his^wife. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — Had you anyconversation with the prisoners? 

Witness. — Nothing more than merely talking about the weather and 
their relations in Glasgow. 

Thomas Anderson, post-master.~I am post-master at|Neilston, nine, 
miles from Glasgow. When a letter is put in at my office for Glas- 
gow, 1 stamp it No. 19 — Neilston being No. 19. I put this stamp 
on every letter. I don't mark anything on it but that. I see a 
paper with this stamp. No. 19. I see a letter. No. XVll.* addressed 
Mr Arthur. It has the Neilston post-office stamp on it. I have no 
doubt that letter past through my office. There are a great many 

* In the libel it wbi set forth, that this letter was put into the Gkugwf posU 
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eoQveyances from Ndilston to Glasgow. Coaches and vans daily from 
Glasgow. 

Cross-examined by Mr Shaw Stewart. — I see the Glasgow post- 
office stamp upon it. 

HuoH M'Lean.— I am clerk in the Glasgow post-office. There are 
thirty.two penny*-posts. Neilston is No. 19. — The witness corrobo- 
rated the testimony of last witness. 

Adam Sideserff.^ — I am a cotton-spinner^ and have been so twenty- 
live years, and twelve or fourteen years a member of Association. 1 
took no oath, never heard of any, and came under no obligation of 
secrecy, or to do what the majority resolved on, farther than was 
mentioned ir^ the rules of the trade ; and there was no other obliga- 
tion. Affarrs were managed by a Finance Committee of three. No 
other Committee that 1 know of. The schedules of the Finance 
Committee were sent round to the different mills. Delegates were 
appointeil, and occasionally Select Delegates, to lay before the body 
anythir.g of importance ; and to lay it before the collective wisdom of 
the trfide. I have been a Delegate myself; but never a select one. 
DuriMg strikes there was generally what is called a Finance Com- 
mittee, a Supply Committe, and a Guard Committee. The Finance 
Committee and Supply Committee sometimes acted separately and 
S'ometimes jointly. The duty of the Finance Committee was to re- 
ceive from the Supply Committee the money, and to pay the men. 
They had other duties ; but these were the principal ones. They 
had sometimes to give the Supply Committee assistance in various 
ways. The Supply Committee was to provide the means for carrying 
on the strike, by getting provisions and what not. The duty of the 
Guard Committee was to collect men, and see if any of our number 
went in to work before any settlement or agreement took place ; and 
to give information. If any new hands made their appearance, they 
were to do everything in their power, in a legal way, to persuade 
them ; they were to give them drink and a weekly allowance of ali- 
ment, the same as the rest of the body. The term *^nobs" was the 
general one given to characters of that description. 

Counsel. — Did Association approve of those that were nobbing ? 

Witness. — No, they did not like it very well. 

Counsel.-- >Did you ever hear of any Secret Select Committee ? 
• Witness. — No, never, save except what I have mentioned. 

Counsel.— Did you ever hear of a Persecuting Committee ? 

Witness. — Never. 

Counsel.— Was it customary, whether there was a strike or not, to 
grant clear certificates } 

Witness. — Yes, it was. The clerk kept the books. Every man's 
name was entered, and the debt he owed to the Association. Every 
night there was a payment. On a strike of the body, every man 
connected with it, received 12s. per week. Got no aliment except 
there was a strike. It was the duty of Committee of Supply, to 
grant all lines. When no strike, no Committee of Supply. Se- 
veral certificates to people to go elsewhere for employment, granted 
during last strike. I remember M'Lean petting one^ and Thomas 
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Lochrie, Montgomerie^ Porter, Nixon, I think, M'Ginty, and some 
others. (Shewn XXIII.) I remember M'Lesn getting this. He 
applied for it. 

Counsel. — What did he say ? 

Solicitor-General. — I object that the prisoner's statements can 
be evidence for the prisoner. The reasons he assigned for getting 
such a document, is of importance. 

Mr Robertson. — I want it as evidence with reference to the other 
prisoners. A member of the Association applies to the office-bearers, 
and I am entitled to the res gesta, 

Solicitor-General. — This is not part of the resgesta of the crime. 

Mr D. M'Neill. — This letter is part of the evidence under which the 
other prisoners are to be connected with the alleged crime. It is there- 
fore part of the res gesta, so far as they are concerned, to have it proved 
what took place when they were asked to put their names to the docu« 
ment. 

The Judges consulted, and the Lord Juitioe-Clerk announced 
that they were disposed, in this particular case, to permit the questions 
to be put. 

Witness called. — The reason M'Lean assigned was, that he wanted 
to go elsewhere in quest of employment. It was during a forenoon 
in the Glasgow fair week. He was in arrear. However, that requires 
explanation. He was entitled to a sum of aliment, and his debt was 
taken off his aliment. When the members go away, they get no more 
aliment unless they return. Of course the Committee were glad to 
get quit of him. I never knew or understood that there was anything 
wrong about this certificate. Shewn XXIII. There is no common 
rule or modelling of certificates. I did not draw it. 

Mr RoBERTsoN.»-Oh, no, you were not one of the " collective wis- 
dom of the body !" 

Witness. — The resolutions of the public meeting were published la 
two papers — the Herald and Liberator, 

Mr Robertson. — Were the resolutions to discourage violence ? 

The witness explained affirmatively. 

Mr Robertson. — You have answered my question in better lan- 
guage than I put it.* Were the guards removed ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

By Solicitor.. General. — The guards continued off till the present 
day. They never were on again by the voice of the body. If they went, 
it was on their own responsibility. They never went on to my know- 
ledge. I never heard of the Guards being on guard on any of the 
mills, and knew nothing of it. I was not a member of the Guard 
Committee — Morison, Clark, Parker, Trotter, were. There were four 
or five altogether. I have seen M'Niel write in a book that he kept. 
(Is shewn No. VI.) It is a book he kept — can swear to the handwriting. 
I have heard often of Nobs being molested — only from report. Never 
knew of the funds of the Association being applied to defend men 
accused of maltreating or molesting Nobs. I never personally knew of 
money being applied for bailing such persons. I don't know whether 
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sttch was known among the Association, 1 did not hear of Keddie's 
eoBviction^ but I heard he was to be sent to Bridewell. 

Solicitor-General. — Well, do you know that in this country 
people are not punished before conviction ? 

WiTNSS8.-^It may be^so. I don't think I ever heard of a man de- 
prived of aliment for molesting Nobs, nor put out of the Association. 
I could not say whether it was general or not. I could not say 
whether a Nob was safe on the streets of Glasgow. 

Solicitor-Gbneral. — If it had been your inclination to Nob, 
would you have been safe ? 

Witness. — / don't know what my feeling would he if I had been 
transmoggrified into a Nob» 

Solicitor-General. — ^When Keddie and others were apprehended 
and convicted, and liable to be sent to Bridewell — ^prior to that, did 
the Association ever interfere for the protection of Nobs } 

Witness. — It's not very likely. 

Lord Justiob-Clerk. — Attend to the solemnity of the Court. 

Witness. — My Lord, that's my intention — you may understand the 
question, but I don't. 

It was repeated. 

Witness. — I do not know if anything was done either to protect or 
molest the Nobs prior to the meeting. I never heard of any such re- 
solution as that passed at the meeting of 3Sd May, so far as I know. 
My Lord, will you read what you have written ? (Read.) That's 
Tight. 

Souoitor-Genbral,— Oh, yes, I believe you are quite right. 

WiTNBSB.-^I saw a proclamation by the Magistrates. (No. XLII. 
read.) I don't know whether I ever read this proclamation. 

Lord Monorieff.— You said you saw one. 

Witness. — The Trade must have seen it. 

Solicitor-Gbneral. — Between the date of that proclamation and 
the public meeting, was any meeting held for a similar purpose ? 

Witness. — No. 

Solicitor-Gbneral. — And the Guards were on ? 

Witness. — ^Yes. 

Solicitor-Gbneral. — Were the Guards on after the public meet- 
ing? 

Witness. — They never were put on ; not, so far as I know ; I have 
expressed that six or seven times. 

Solioitor.Gbneral.<— Yes ; you have given me a distinct answer to 
a distinct question. 

Witness. — The Guard Committee were not put an end to till the 
end of the strike. They paid aliment. 

Solicitor-General.— Have you heard of cotton-spinners throwing 
vitriol on the faces of nobs ? 

WiTNES8.-^I have heard of such. I was working out of Glasgow, 
ten or twelve miles, till four years ago, and there I heard of very few 
such reports. I could not say that I ever heard of the case of Kean> 
nor of his sentence* There was no Association in Renfrewshire till 
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after the termination of the Comhination Law, The Finanee Com* 
mittee were Bunyaa and Placket. The time of the third Committee- 
man was out^ and no one put in his place. The members had ^s. a« 
week for their trouble. The certificates were granted by any of the 
members of the Supply Committee. 

Lord Cockburn. — Were the nobs in any danger during the strike? 

Witness. — I do not know. I never saw anything of that kind. 

Lord Cockburn. — Do you swear that it is your belief and opinion^ 
that the nobs were not kept in intimidation during the strike. 

Witness. — Some of them might be^ some not The nobs were not 
in danger, so far as I know. 

By Jury. — I do not remember of a Debt or Decreet Committee ; 
but I know that it was intended to have one. The Committee ad* 
vanced £10 to members^ for emigrating^ chiefly before the strike, when 
balloted for emigration. No sum of £10 paid for this during the strike. 

By Solicitor. General. — I never saw a Bible in the Committee* 
room. 

By Lord Mackenzie. — I never heard of the Committee holding bills 
against any nobs, who were working during last strike. 

George M'Callum.^-I have been a cotton-spinner rather better 
than eight yearsj and a member of the Association all that time. I 
took no oath at my admission. I do not know of any being adminis- 
tered to others. I came under no obligation to abide by the decision 
of the majority. There was no secret obligation. I was admitted 
in a house in the Spoutmouthj a tavern in Gallowgate^ and not in 
Smith's. Finance Committee managed affairs. There was an £mi« 
gration Committee^ to send out members to America. The person 
going away had his name put upon a leet^ and sent through the trade. 
'I'he sum allowed them was £10^ besides passage. They were to pay 
back if they returned^ or would be prosecuted on the bill taken from 
them for the amount. Schedules of the expense and income sent to 
the different mills. Select Delegates were occasionally appointed to 
transact the business of the trade. The Delegates went in rotation 
from their respective shops. Remembers the last strike in April. 
The Committee then in existence were a Finance and a Supply Com- 
mittee acting together. Their principal object was to provide sup- 
plies for the men who had struck. There was a Guard Committee ; 
its object was to ascertain how many new hands were taken in^ and 
to report to the trade, that the whole trade might know what posi- 
tion they stood in^ whether they should continue the strike or not ; 
they had no other duty. I know they were able to take some out by 
their own influence. Does not know whether they gave them drink 
or not. I was not a member of committee, but was a delegate about 
eight weeks at the latter part of the strike. Never knew or heard 
of any Secret Select Committee^ or of any committee connected with 
violence. Remembers the large meeting in the Green, at which Dr 
Taylor spoke. Was at it. Left it in the after part of the day. 
Attended a meeting of the Delegates that evening^ in Smith's in the 
Black Boy close. Went to it about eight o'clock. Elder Dixon 
was in the chair ; came away in about an hour and a half ; between 
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thirty and forty attended. Dixon and I were members of the Tee. 
totalism. During all the time I attended^ there was no proposal for 
a Secret Select Committee. We had run short of supply, and this 
meeting was held on the night of Taylor's public address, for con- 
sidering about raising supplies of meal. The business was conducted 
conversationally. Thomas Ross was at that meeting. None of the 
prisoners were there. 

Cross-examined by Lord Advocate, — There were people called nobs. 
They were people who worked at the terms on which the masters 
requested them to work. All were called nobs who did so. I have 
heard of violence used to them ; but 1 never saw it. I have heard of 
people being punished for it; but whether they did so or not, I 
cannot tell. Spinners were not, to my knowledge, disposed to injure 
them. I have heard, during the strike, of an individual at Mile-end 
being taken up for it. I never heard of any agent of the Society, 
until Mr Gemmel was appointed to this case. I was in Belfast. I 
was in Belfast shortl}' after — it might be a fortnight after. I was 
there for three weeks or better. Chosen a delegate about two months 
after strike — it migjjt be about the beginning of June. Never heard 
of Guards when I came back. Never heard of oaths since I became 
a member. All were delegates, unless Dixon, at the meeting over 
which he presided. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — To whom did the delegates report ? 

Witness. — Each reported to the body of delegates that belonged 
to their respective shops. No one complained, that I recollect of, 
that the Committee of Finance were absent. We met mostly every 
day. Contract with Mr Baird was part of the business. The Com- 
mittee sit in another room, apart from the delegates. They might, or 
might not, be in another room that night. Our meeting was in the 
kitchen. There is another communicates with it. The Committee 
of Finance and Supply met daily ; it was their duty. They con- 
sisted of twelve. We used to call them the twelve apostles. They 
might be met in that house without our knowing it. This is quite 
possible. When I left the meeting, I went to the Abstinence Society 
House. If Committee were not met that evening, they must have 
met at an earlier part of the day. I don't know that they had met 
that day. I have known them to be together till eleven o'clock, 
when paying money or waiting for it. It was only in getting money 
that I attended them. 

Helen Caldwell or. Smith, (a witness in the crown list.) — 
My husband works at Mr Houldsworth's. I knew Mary Wilson 
or M'Donald. She died about a fortnight or three weeks after that, 
of typhus fever. She was quiet and sober. I conversed with her 
about the person who shot Smith on more occasions than one. I had 
the first on Tuesday after the murder in Clyde Street. I said, " There's 
a man been shot." She replied, '^ I saw it done." 1 said, " Then you'll 
know him." She said, she did not. She said. No, she did not know 
him, but his appearance. I asked, ^^ What like was he ?" She said, he 
was a little man, with dark moleskin clothes, or dirty moleskin 
clothes. I heard more of his description. She said, the flash met her 
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in the face^ and she ran after tlie man who had fired. She said^ she 
was going up the street. He trotted through the through-going Close, 
and there she lost him. She said he had a jacket, and was helow the 
common size of men. I again conversed with her when M'Lean was 
apprehended. She described the thing again to the same effect. She 
was in good health when she made those statements. She said her 
husband was with her at the time. She said he was tipsy. 

Cross-examined by Solicitor-General. — She said she was meeting 
Smith when the shot was fired, and the flash met her. She said the 
man ran before her up the street a little bit, and then into one of the 
Clo^s. She said Smith's wife was along with him. The flash was the 
first thing that struck her. Mrs M'Donald's house was near the head 
of Clyde Street. She said there were no persons there until she 
^entered the through-going Close. She ran to see why the man was 
firing. She told me the man came in behind Smith's back, and then 
fired the pistol. She saw the flash, and followed him. She said she 
was not behind Smith and his wife. She said she saw no other man. 
She said to her husband it was time that the authorities knew about 
it ; but she did not like to be troubled ; she said she was afraid of the 
innocent suffering. Information was communicated to the authorities 
when she was in fever. 

Daniel Montgomerie. — I have been twenty years a cotton-spinner 
and member of the Association. I applied for a certificate or clear 
line on 11th July last, as I was going to England to look for work. 
[Shewn it.] It is signed by Hunter, Hacket, M'Niel, and Gibb, 
members of the Supply Committee ; and I told them the object of 
applying for it. I was on the strike. I was getting aliment of Is. 
end Is. 6d. weekly sometimes, and at first more. I know M'Lean. 
He got a certificate at the same time. 1 know Smeal ; saw him at 
Blantyre on the 11 th July, which was the day we, M'Lean and I, went 
away on our road to England. Spoke to Smeal. Asked assistance at 
Blantyre to carry us on. Got none. "Went to Bothwell, and went to 
Glasgow, giving up the idea of going to England, having no means. 
I know Christie, who had a shop in the Gallowgate, and one in Hos- 
pital Street, where he lived. I was not in Christie's shop or house 
after I returned from Blantyre. I was last in the Gallowgate shop 
before gdlng to Blantyre. Got 2s. 6d. from Christie, and never 
had it in my power to pay him back. I never, in that shop, or at the 
door, gave Christie a pair of gloves. I never knew of M'Leah bor- 
rowing gloves from Christie. I never borrowed a pair myself. I was 
in Christie's house on a Sunday night in Hospital Street, with M'Lean. 
^Ve had drink together. I never in that house or shop asked to bor- 
row a pair of glove& or mitts ; nor did I do so at the back door ; nor 
did I see M'Lean do so. I know of no purpose for which black gloves 
were used or wanted at that time. M'Lean was drinking along with 
the rest of us — one Brown, Osborne, and Lochrie ; no person of the 
name of Campbell was there. Did not return to Christie's, as I owed 
him the 2s. 6d. Have been in Christie's with M'Lean before we went 
to Blantyre. I never, in Christie's shop or elsewhere, heard M'Lean 
make any statement to Christie about a woman, or about an act of 
violence of any kind that he had done ; and M'Lean never told me any 
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such story himself. I do not recollect any Tomarkahle conversation 
between M'Lean and Christie. 

Cross-examined by Solicitor-General.— I have been in the Asso- 
ciation for twenty years. Never served as a Guards and knew nothing 
about Guards^ or anything of that name. Never heard of a Guard 
Committee. Never heard of a Guard Committee during last strike at 
all. Never heard of Guards at the mills. Have heard of nobs being 
molested^ but never heard of being molested by cotton-spinners. 
Never heard of any cotton-spinners being tried for molesting nobs 
during the last strike. Nobs have not been molested to my know- 
ledge. It was no purpose of the Association to molest nobs ; a nob 
was quite safe in the streets for anything I know. I do not believe 
he was in any danger at all. I did not join or walk with the proces- 
sion of spinners at Oakbank. 

Solicitor-General. — Pray, were you ever committed for any cri- 
minal charge ? 

Witness. — Yes. I have^ for breaking a man's door open^ and strik- 
ing him in his own house. ^ 

Solicitor-General. — Were you ever committed for fire-raising } 

Witness. — No. 

Solicitor-General. — Were you not committed on any such charge 
within the last six years 

Witness, — No. 

Solicitor-General. — Do you know the Windford Cotton-Mills ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

Solicitor-General. — Were you never committed on any charge 
about that mill ? 

Witness. — Never. 

John Reevie^ bill-sticker in Glasgow.— I remember of sticking up 
bills offering a reward of £500 for the apprehension of the murderer 
of Smith. Put up the bills on a Tuesday. I know the shop of a man 
Christie^ in the Gallowgate. I put up two bills opposite his shop, 
one at each side of the Close, and the nearest eight or ten yards from 
Christie's ; this, I think, I did about three o'clock in the afternoon. 
I got the bills in Mr Peter M'Kenzie's printing office^ at the Buck's 
Head. I called at one o'clock, p.m., made a long round, and reached 
Christie's about three o'clock. • 

William Lockhart. — I am a cotton-spinner. Know M'Lean« 
Heard, on Monday morning following Smith's being shot, of the cir- 
cumstance. I was with M'Lean in the Green, a little past eight 
o'clock in the evening of the previous Saturday. I went with M'Lean 
from that to Change House in Saltmarket, by cross, and then into 
Cameron's public in Saltmarket. There were a great number of people 
with us — John Thom, John Miller, Calligan, Corrigan, John Andrew, 
Alexander Stevenson, James Green, Andrew Whyte, and M'Lean, 
and many more. Went in to get a dram. We went there to wait 
for aliment. M'Lean proposed this. It rained — that was the reason 
of going there instead of waiting at the Cross. Remained in Came- 
ron's till 12 o'clock. All those I have named remained there. M'Lean 
might be as far as the door* He brought Findlay in, who called at tha 
4por, TJiis would be before eleven o'clock. M'Lean remained away 
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then about five minutes^ getting his aliment. John Stark and 
William Johnston brought the aliment of Is. I was working dur- 
ing part of the strike; not nobbing — my mill had not stopped. 
With the exception of the time I have mentioned, and five minutes 
that I was out, five minutes at half.past ten, I found McLean there ; 
when I returned after getting my aliment, McLean was with me all 
the evening till twelve. Then McLean, Miller, White, Thom, An- 
drew, Corrigan, Stevenson^ and Calligan, went together to M'll. 
wraith's in the Briggate. We met one Walker, a spinner^ on the 
road^ ^nd he accompanied us to M'llwraith's. It was after twelve 
when we reached that. The whole shops are shut by that time. The 
shutters were on the shop, but the door was not locked. We were 
there till after one o'clock, a.m. I went down the street then, and 
left McLean and Stevenson together at the Briggate in Stevenson's. 

Cross-Eaiamined by Lord Advocate. — It was between nine and ten 
o'clock when we left the Cross. I don't know who went nearest me — 
don't recollect who immediately accompanied me — M'Lean was before 
me. I was never in Cameron's before. I don't remember of seeing 
Cameron. M'Millan had charge of the shop ; Cameron might be there ; 
M'Millan served. I know it was M'Millan's^ because I have seen him 
since. I have be^n in the house since, two or three times, and seen 
Cameron there, and I know him by sight, but I did not see him in the 
shop that night that I recollect. I did not sit down in the shop, but 
went into the room ; it was a pretty large one. I could not say how 
it was situated ; I cannot say I have been in the same room or not ; I 
Jiave been once in the shop since. There was a table. We sat on a 
form. 1 was a little bit from the door. I don't know who sat next 
me. Can't say who sat opposite. I cannot say how many were in the 
room — there would be ten at least, who sat down. Could not say if 
more. Could not say how large — an ordinary sized room. I could not 
say if it would have held twelve more ; could not say it would hold 
more than thirteen altogether. Cannot say what part of the room 
M'Lean was in. I did not attend — can't say if nearer the door than 
me — could not say if farther up or farther down. When he went out, 
I don't know whether he passed me or not. Could not say whether I 
passed him when I went out or not. I don't mind where I sat down 
when I came back. He was in the room when I came back, but 1 
cannot say in what part. I could not say whether M'Lean returned 
back to the same seat after he went out. 

Lord Justice-Clbbk reminded the witness of what he had been 
iwearing. 

By Lord Advocate. — Findlay sat at the door when he came in, and 
Jd'Lean^ when he returned with him, sat down with him. I don't re- 
collect whether he was sitting next the door, before he went out. I 
don't recollect if he returned to the same seat he had been in. I had 
gone out before him. I don't know whether I passed him in going 
out, nor in coming in. I don't know who was at the head of the 
table. I was near that when I came back. I think I would be there 
before I went out ; and so I would have to pass most of the party. 
John Thom and John Miller were beside me^ each a while. Could 
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not say which side. Thorn was next me ; but whether on my left or 
right hand^ or whether I sat between them^ I could not say. The 
company were tossing halfpence on the table : M'Lean was at this. 
I don't know who gained or lost. We were tossing for whisky. I 
did not toss. Can't say how much whisky. I repeat that I can't say 
how much. Could not say how many glasses. I don't remember how 
much I paid. I paid only for myself. The reckoning was all collected 
on the table^ and M'Millan came for it. Those who lost paid more^ 
the others less. The reckonings however^ was equally divided. The 
whisky was sent round the table — all partook^ and divided. There 
was nothing to eat. Don't remember if I had water with the whisky; 
it is most likely. Don't remember any kettle. All had small glasses 
— only one glass: it went round. M'Millan came ben and said, 
" It's twelve o'clock," and wanted us to go, and we went a few 
minutes afterwards. Can't say who went first. Can't say whether 
M'Lean or I went first. Can't say whether M'Lean or I went 
out first. Can't say who was first in the street Paid in the 
room, not in the shop. We went to M'll wraith's. Had whisky. 
Then Miller, Henderson, Stevenson, Corrigan, and Walker went with 
M'Lean and me. M'Lean appeared to be acquainted in Cameron's, 
and ho took us there ; he also took us to M'llwraith's, because he was 
acquainted there. Do not remember if we had any conversation there. 
Could not say who I sat next. M'Lea,n sat opposite me. Walker sat 
next him. Can't remember who sat next me on either side. It was 
a small room. I was not near the door. Got a mutchkin of whisky 
there. I paid my share. No tossing. All came out by the back-door. 
Saw no others in house but M'llwraith's brother. We stood on the 
street a few minutes, and then dispersed. I went up to Kyle's eating- 
house with John Andrew. Sent the man out for a dram. This would 
be a quarter past one. Left Kyle's after two. Then I went to a 
house at Brig-end, and remained there about an hour. I was alone 
there. Got home at six in the morning. I stop at Pollockshaws, three 
miles out of town. 

By Lord Cockbubn. — ^We had gas — no fire. Did not see fireplace. 
Did not observe where the window was, nor where the gas was. 

By Lord Mongrieff. — I saw M'Lean tossing halfpence j but I can- 
not tell what part of the evening this was. 

By Lord Advocate. — I did not observe whether there were pictures 
or books. When I went to Cameron's house, nobody was with me 
but Miller. We had a dram, and we saw Cameron then. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — M'Lean had a black hat, dark-groen coat, 
and moleskin trousers. I had on moleskin jacket, vest, and trousers. 

Mr Robertson moved the Court to adjourn, it being half-past nine 
o'clock, p. M. ; but the Jury motioned to proceed. 

Andrew White. — I am a cotton-spinner. I signed a certificate for 
M'Lean, two or three weeks after Smith's murder. It was done in 
Stevenson's, at Brig-end. Loag brought it to me for signature. All 
three signed it at same time. I was not in to hear it read. I read it, 
and signed it by request of Loag ; who said, M'Lean's father wanted 
for the satisfaction of M'Lean's friends and acquaintances, that we. 
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who were with him till one o'clock on Sunday mornings should sign 
this certificate. We all recollected that we were with him. We all 
agreed that we had heen with him^ from ten minutes to ten^ till 
twelve^ and that we had all gone there together from the Cross^ and . 
that we went together to M'll wraith's. This was talked among us. 
(Shewn No. XXIII.) That's the certificate I signed ; I did not read 
it^ hut I knew the object of it^ and just put down my name^ and Loag 
brought it. 

IFitness withdravjn. 

The Solicitor-General objected to the admissibility of this witness* 
I'his certificate was not signed apart^ but when all had met^ and were 
nsked to sign by Loag^ acting as agent in the matter. When any party 
gets witnesses together^ and^ in presence of one another^ it is arranged 
what they shall resolve to say, none of those witnesses are admissible. 

Mr M'Neill. — I should like to see authority for this. I answer, 
Istj for the four prisoners, not M'Lean, who are charged with a 
murder, and the objection is, that some one, not M'Lean, got this 
certificate — no agent — no formal precognition — this is merely a cer- 
tificate by uneducated lads, relative to a fact as to which they could 
all speak. It is not alleged that any of the prisoners had anything to 
do with the getting up of the' certificate. The Judges consulted. 

Lord Mackenzie. — Objection important. I have so much doubt 
that I think it right, in this case, to admit the evidence, leaving this 
matter under all its circumstances to the Jury. There is no evidence 
that M'Lean directed this. 

Lord Moncriefp. — There can be but one opinion on the importance; 
and, in concurring with Lord Mackenzie, I must state that I am by 
no means laying down what should be a rule of law. I have no idea, 
in a case where two prisoners are put to the bar, that one of them is 
entitled to corrupt the evidence. We know how defences of alihi are 
often got up, and they are often detected. I am inclined, in this case, 
where lives are so much involved, to accede to the admissibility of the 
evidence. 

LordCockourn. — The whole leaning and feeling of my mind is against 
the reception of these witnesses. In another case, the law would require 
me to decide accordingly. Alibi is easily concocted — and here the whole 
men meet and tie themselves down to one general statement. This is 
partial counsel. I cannot conceive that any distinction can be made, 
although there are more prisoners than one, and the principle I have re- 
ferred to is, in this case, directly applicable. I am disposed, however, 
to admit this evidence, with a mark of imputation upon its credit, and 
cum nota. 

The Lord JusTtcE.CLERK concurred with Lord Cockburn, that, in 
admitting this evidence, it must be received cum neta, or, in other 
words, with the greatest caution and circumspection. " I have never," 
said his Lordship, *Mn all my experience, seen witnesses offered and 
received under such disqualifying circumstances." It is no answer 
that there are plurality of prisoners at the bar. 

Witness recalled, — I recollect when Smith was shot on a Saturday 
night, I know M'Lean. Saw him that night at the Green; betwixt . 
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eight and nine^ to get aliment. We were putting a stone. Lockhart^ 
Miller^ Thom^ Stevenson^ Grieve^ Corrigan, and John Stark. Went 
to Cross. Wet evening. Waited at Cross for aliment to be brought 
by Johnston and Jaffray. Stark had gone for the aliment and joined 
us. Left Cross in ten tiinutes. Went to Cameron's in Saltmarket. 
Went together. Were in Cameron's till M'Millan told us to go out^ 
as it was past twelve. Enjoying ourselves over a dram, and tossing 
pennies for it. M'Lean tossed^ and I did. M'Lean was called to the 
door by Findlay. Findlay came in. M'Lean was no farther than the 
door then. With that exception, M'Lean was in all the time. Then 
went to M'llwraith's, Briggate. Walker joined us, and we were 
almost the same party. Had whisky there. Remained half-an- hour. 
Came away together. M'Lean came away with us. Remained on 
the street a little ; parted, and went home to Brig-end at half-past 
one. Was in company with M'Lean all this time, with the exception 
of a few minutes that M'Lean left the room. Had seen Loag on the 
Green. A room in Cameron's, with table, and two forms, and gas-light. 
I put my name to a certficate in presence of the others. Loag asked us 
Before signing the certificate, I remembered all I have now stated. 

Cross-examined by Solicitor-General. — Left Cross ten minutes 
before ten. Think 1 walked with Miller to Cross. I did not see 
who walked with M'Lean. He was in Cameron's before me. Room 
ben lobby and on the right, table in middle, forms at both sides. Nine 
of us — -no more. I named all. All sat in this small room. M'Lean 
sat at my right hand, on the left hand side of the room as you go in. I 
was next door. Lockhart about head of table, I think. Could not say 
who was on my other side. Pitched pennies, and drank whisky. Had 
water. Half mutchkin stoup. One glass on table. Could not say 
how much I drank. Gas-light from roof. Door at one end, and at 
side next shop, more to left side of room as you go in. Window 
and fire-place. Room, a very small room-^it held us, but that was all. 
I went to the door only a moment at any time. Findlay came in and 
went out again. He came in at eleven. McLean brought him in. 
Loag not there. Loag not there at all. Findlay and M'Lean came 
together. Findlay tasted and went away^-don't think he sat down 
— ^maistly all of us tossed — M'Lean tossed with me— I tossed with 
Green. ] think some missed tossing. Nothing to eat. Biscuit with 
dram. Could not say I saw Cameron. M'Millan served. Don't think 
we mentioned strike — no conversation with M'Lean-i..some speaking 
up and down ; but I don't recollect about what. M'Lean sung a song. 
Don't remember any of the words nor air — ^it was funny. M'Lean 
sang a good while after we went in, and before Findlay came. All 
went to M'llwraith's but Grieve. Door a wee bit open. Went into 
room — fire burning— gas hanging from centre. Had two half- 
mutchkins. Sat down there. There was a table and forms in room 
— I don't recollect where I sat there, nor where M'Lean sat ; it was 
a much larger room than the other. Could not say if I walked there 
with M'Lean, or with whom. Don't recollect who went first out of 
Cameron's. It was after twelve when we left Cameron's. Saw no 
dock or watch^ but the shops were all shut. Could not say if the 
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forms [benches] were Axed or loose. I think in Cameron's they are 
fixed to the wall. Corrigan had grey coat^ moleskin trowsers. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — You knew what was in certificate; tell 
me how you signed a certificate bearing that you were in M'Lean's 
company till two o'clock^ when you say now you were home at half- 
past one ? 

Witness. — I signed it wrong in that. 1 would not take five minutes 
to go home^ and I was home by half-past one. 

Lord Cockburn. — When did you hear of Smith's murder ? 

Witness. — I heard of Smith's being shot on Sunday. I heard that 
M'Lean was suspected when he was apprehended. 

Lord Cockburn. — Did you not think of sending word to the autho- 
rities ? 

Witness. — No, the authorities sent for me. 

Interrogated by Lord Justice-Clerk.— -I had never been so late 
with M'Lean as on that night. I knew the day of the month from it 
happening about the time of the strike. Next morning I heard of 
Smith's being shot, and that led me to think. 

Lord Cockburn. — Why did that lead you think of M'Lean ? 

Witness. — I only connected it with him when I heard of his being 
apprehended. 

Interrogated by Lord Moncriefp.— When we met to sign, M'Lean 
was in custody. 

Lord Moncrieff.—- What, Sir, if it should be known by the Court 
that hewasnot.'^ (On examining dates of apprehension and date of certi- 
ficate.) Now, how did you connect McLean with the murder } 

Witness. — I could not be certain, but I thought he was. Loag did 
not say he was in custody. Loag did not assign any reason. I heard 
nobody speak of the thing but Loag, and he said it was to disconnect 
M'Lean with the murder. 

Lord MjlCkenzie.— How did you happen — all you who had been pre- 
sent on the Saturday — to be all present at the signing ? 

Witness. — It was the night of settling the strike, and the room 
was full of spinners, and they saw us sign it. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — ^You have said before that you all talked the 
matter over at signing. Was this in presence of this crowd ? What do 
you say to that .'* 

Witness. — It was partly talked over in the room. The five had no 
appointment to be there. Knew nothing of it till Loag came with it. 
All of the shop (Adelphi) were there. All five belonged to that shop* 

Lord Justige-Clerk. — You have said before that you never heard 
of there being any suspicion of M'Lean till he was apprehended. You 
say again that you heard of it from Loag, prior to the apprehension. 
Reconcile that. 

Witness. — It was never spoken of at the mill till Loag told us of it. 

[The witness remained some time, while the judges consulted.] 

Mr Robertson repeated his motion for an adjournment, accom. 
panied with a condition of keeping the remaining witnesses to the 
alibi enclosed, and this was acceded to, with an additional condition 
that the running of any letters be interrupted in the meantime. The 
first letters expire on the Uth inst. {See page 1.) 
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The Jury urged, as reawnsfor despatch, the enormous sacrifice they 
were exposed to in their private affairs — taken away, as they were, from 
their business, without making any provision for more than the detention 
of a day or so, and being so placed ail this time without even reading their 
letters on private business. The Court adjourned at 11 p.m. 



Tuesday, 9th January 1838. 

Lord Cockburn absent at the Glasgow Circuit. 
John Miller. — I am a cotton^pinner. I remember the night 
that Smith was shot. I saw the pannel M'Lean that night. Saw him 
at the Monument in Glasgow Green. We met there by appointment^ 
for the purpose of receiving our aliment. We were amusing ourselves 
in the Green, by putting the stone ; there were nearly 100 spinners 
with us there. We went up to the Cross; it was a wet evening; we 
went from the Cross to one Angus Cameron's, in the Saltmarket. 
Andrew White, William Lockhart, Alexander Stevenson, James 
Corrigan, James Grieve, John Thorn, John Andrew, William Hannah, 
went with us. ^^e went into Cameron's shop about half-past nine 
o'clock ; we left it about a quarter past twelve. We had some spirits 
in Cameron's, and were amusing ourselves there, tossing halfpennies. 
William M'Lean went out once. He was only out about two or three 
minutes at the most. He brought in Peter Finlay, and John Buchanan 
with him. They called on him. The waiter at Cameron's told us the 
hour. His name is M'Millan. We all left the house together. We 
went to the opposite side of the street, and met James Walker, one of 
our shopmates. We then went through Miller's Place, and down King 
Street, and went into the house of M'llwraith, in the Bridgegate. 
The most of those I saw westward, except Grieve and Hannah, went 
with us there. The prisoner was with us. He had on a dark green 
coat, dark vest, moleskin trowsers, and black hat. The police were 
calling past one o'clock when we left M'llwraith's. We had drink 
there. We then came out, and stood a little on the street, and then 
separated. I went home to Pollockshaws, where I reside. 

Cross-examined by Solicitor. General. — I walked down with 
M'Lean from the Cross. He was first. I was near him. Just behind 
him. We sat in a back-room. I do not know how many rooms are 
in the house. The room we sat in was not very large. It was lighted 
with gas. M'Lean sat opposite to me. I sat near to the door, on 
the left side. We were talking on different subjects, but I paid 
no particular attention to the conversation. No songs were sung 
by any one. When the men came in that called for M'Lean, they 
said it was near eleven o'clock. They did not sit down. They 
did not remain many minutes in the room. It was a quarter past 
twelve when we went out from Cameron's for M'llwraith's. We 
had nothing at M'llwraith's but spirits. Went there twenty 
minutes after twelve. I paid no particular attention to that night 
. till M'Lean was apprehended a fortnight after the party. I am a 
spinner. I recollect a meeting of the Adelphi Shop. I was only in 
town from Pollocksjji^wi^ once or twice a-week. I was not »t a pi^et^ 
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ing when the strike wag settled; but I was so above a day or two after. 
I was at one when settlement of the strike was reported. By settle? 
ment^ I mean when the Association gave way; and this was reported 
to the shops. I don't recollect the date of that meeting. It was in 
the Green that our shop met and received the report. White be-* 
longed to my shop. I was not at a meeting in Stevenson's. 1 eama 
into town. Thomson's spinning master^ M'lntyre^ then told me of 
M'Lean's apprehension for the murder of Smith. I said it was im-^ 
possible^ as he had been with me. I did not stop ; but said M'Lean 
was innocent of that. This was the second Monday after Smith was 
shot. When we came out of M'llwraith's^ we separated and went 
home. 

By Court.— I'm sure I knew M'Lean then. I knew him for two 
or three years. We were intimate. I was a member of the Associa^ 
tion. I know M'Ilwraith*s handwriting. I have seen him write. He 
is a very good writer. I do not know the handwriting of the certificate. 
No. XXV.^ now shewn to me. I was never asked to sign any cer-o 
tificate for him. I knew M'Lean's father, I don't know that hand, 
No. XXV., at all. I saw Cameron in his house. Do not recollect of 
his coming into the room. I think I saw him that night ; but I am 
uncertain. I spent five-pence halfpenny in Cameron's. M'Uwraith's 
brother served there. Had not been there for some time previously. 
I recollected quite well the night Smith was shot. 

James Gbieve. — [The objection repeated to the admissibility of this 
witness and others, pro forma, and repelled,] — On S3d July, I was with 
M'Lean, in the Green, at half-past eight. M'Lean and a good many 
Spinners there. Went to Cross at half-past nine ; then to Cameron's, 
at ten minutes to ten. It was wet. M'Lean, Miller, Lockhart, Stevenson, 
Jaffray, Grieve, Hannah, White, and Andrew, with us. We remained 
in Cameron's till past twelve, drinking. M'Lean went out, but not ex- 
ceeding two minutes. Findlay and Buchanan had called on him at the 
door. This was before eleven o'clock, as I guess by the time I had 
been there. Findlay and Buchanan came in, and asked who had the 
money ; they being spinners on aliment. They did not sit, but tasted, 
and went away after being there Ave minutes. M'Lean went out with 
me. " 1 then went home. I was not at M'llwraith's. It was half-past 
twelve when I reached home. 

By Lord Advocate. — It is eighteen months since I worked at 
Thomson's mill. I attended meetings during the strike. I was at a 
meeting on the day of the settlement of the strike. Thomson's mill 
met in Stevenson's, Hutchisontown. I went, because I was on ali- 
ment during the strike. I was in bad health. M'Lean was foremost. 
I did not see Cameron when I went in, but after awhile I did. He 
came in with change to Johnston. I do not recollect of his speaking. 
He did not drink. He came in afterwards with drink. He put it on 
the table. He stfid nothing. Did not see him on going out, only his 
man, and a woman and man getting drink. The waiter is here, but 
not Cameron. I know him by sight, and have spoken to him. I was 
never in his house before, but I have been in it twice since, in a dif- 
ferent room« There are two* A room faces you, and another is to 

X 
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the right. We were in the kdter room. I eat about the middle of 
the table. There were forms and some chairs in the room, I think ; 
but eannot speak exactly as to chaurs. M'Lean sat opposite me. 
Cracked together, and tossed for gills. Talked about one man, 
chiefly of James Swinie, as being ill-natured when at his work. 
M'Lean was tossing. I tossed also. M'Lean did not talk of Swinie. 
M'Lean talked and tossed, but nothing else. Don't remember win- 
dow—it was shut, and I did not obeerre much about it ; and I have 
never been back. (Shewn Certificate, No. XXV.) I am not good at 
reading write. This was read to us. 1 was not correct in signing this 
certificate, as it includes two hours after twelve at ni^t. Loag read 
it, and asked me to sign it. He explained the purpose ; it was the 
day of the settlement of the strike at Stevenson's, and he brought 
it there. It was a Thursday. I don't know the day of the week. 
Heard nothing of it till the line was brought in. Johnston, Thorn, 
Loag, White, Corrigan, and several others present. Loag explained 
purpose of signing, that M'Lean's father wished to satisfy his neigh- 
bours and friends that he was with ua that night. He told us M'Lean 
had left the town by that time, and it wa^ wished to satisfy them that 
he had not committed the depredation of shooting Smith. M'Lean 
said lu^thing to the beating or shooting of Miller at Lancefield. 
The certificate was brought in before M'Lean was apprehended. 
(Interrogated. — How long ?) Cannot exactly say. Is sure (it 
was before the apprehension. I objected to, sign that he was iii 
the company till two o'clock ; but his remaining in my company 
till twelve was the. cause of my signing it. Andrew White hesitated 
about signing it at all. He did not sign it. He ordered another man, 
(John Thom,) to sign it for him. Does not know the cause of White's 
objecting. John. Thom signed for himself and White both. Cannot 
recollect whether auy songs were sung in Cameron's. I sat about the 
middle of the room. The other persons said to me that it was but 
right I should sign the certificate, as I had been in his company that 
night. This made an impression on me, and I signed it. (Interro- 
gated. — ^Can you name any of the persons that so spoke about itf) 
Yes; John Stark was one; but a heap of them spoke about it. 
They were all members of the Association. No other persons were 
present but members of the Association. 

Feteb Fixdlat. — I am a cotton-spinner, a Ad remember the day 
Smith was shot ; it was 22d July last. I had occasion to call that 
evening at the shop of Angus Cameron. I met John Buchanan, who 
works with me ; this was between ten and eleven o'clock. I asked 
first for William Johnston. Angus Cameron said he was not 
there, that he had gone out three or four minutes before I called. 
John Buchanan asked if one John Stark was in the room : Cameron 
said no, that he had also gone away. Cameron told me that M'Lean 
and others were in, and M'Lean came out to me, and asked Buchanan 
and me to come in, which we did. M'Lean looked at the half-mutch* 
kin stoup on the table, it was empty, and he called for another and 
got it. I remained half an hour altogether in the house in that com« 
panyj and left M'J^ean with above half a dpase^ spinners ia tb« Iioim« 
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Crois-emmined &y So£iciTOii«G£afBRAL.«-*WIio brougbt in the 
spirits ? 

WiTNBss.— *I am not sure whether it was Cameron^ or the man along 
with him. 
JSoiiiciToiuGENBBATi.-^What was the conrereation ? 

Witness.— Grieve and me bad some words about my aliment. 
M'Lean was sitting almost opposite the door^ and he remained there; 
I do not remember any particular conversation ; I saw no tosses of' 
halfpennies — that was by (past) before I joined. 

By the Court. — I parted with Buchanan at the eorner of Crown* 
Street^ on the other side of the water^ about half twelve o'clock. 

Lord Justice ^Clbrk. — Are there any particular circumstances 
whieh fix this in your mind^ that the murder took place on the even- 
ing of the S2d July last ^ 

Witness. — ^I called for my aliment from William Johnston ; it wae 
on the 22d. 

Lord JusTicB-CfiERK. — How often was the aliment paid ^ 

Witness.— Once a week — every Saturday. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — Were you a spinner in the Adelphi ? 

Witness.— Yes. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — ^Were you a Member of the Association ? 

Witness. — I was — ^the strike ended on 3d August — I am not cer- 
tain whether I was at a shop meeting that night. 

Lord Justicb-Clbrk.— Were you at Stevenson's > 

Witness.-*— I am not sure. 

Lord Justioe.Clerk. — ^Was there on that day a general meeting in 
the Lyceum Rooms ? 

Witness. — I cannot say — ^I was not at it. 

Lord Justice-Clerk.— Was you present at any meeting of the shop^ 
when it was proposed that certain persons should sign a certificate ? 

Witness. — I don't recollect. 

Lord Justice-Clerk. — Do you know Grieve and Scott ? 

Witness. — ^Yes. 

Lord Justice4!!)lerk. — Now, sir, answer the question. Were you 
not at a meeting with them about this certificate ^ 

Witness hesitated, then said, " Yes." 

Lord Justioe-Clbrk. — Where was that meeting? 

Witness. — It was in Stevenson's. 

Lord Justice-Clehk.—- Was not that meeting on the 3d of August i 

Witness. — I cannot say. 

Lord Justige^Clbrk.— -Was the certificate read ? 

Witness. — I am not sure. 

Lord Justice. Clerk. — Did you hear any one refuse to sign it ? 

Witness. — No, I did not. 

Lord Justice. Clerk. — Who brought the certificate to the meeting ? 

Witness. — Some of the men, but who it was I cannot say. 

Lord Justioe.Clbrk. — Was John Stark there ? 

Witness.— I am not sure — ^he may have been there. 

Lord Justioe-Clerk. — Did he speak about it ? 

Wrnxjum^-^l don't know* 
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Loud JpSTiOBXLBSK.'^Did you hear of a man beiog shot that night 
before you went home to your own abode ? 

W1TNS86. — ^No, 1 did not. 

John M'Millan. — ^I am a shopman with Angus Cameron^ in the 
Saltmarket. I remember the night Smith was shot. Some cotton- 
apiiiners were in Cameron's that night. I served them. They got 
at first two mutchkins of whisky^ and some porter. There were eight 
or eleven of them. (Interrogated — Did you hear any noise among 
them ?) I heard them dividing their money — their aliment— among 
them. They entered the shop between eight and nine o'clock. The 
gas was lighted. (Interrogated — ^Did you know them ?) No^ I was 
^oite a stranger to them^ and had not seen them before that. (Inter- 
rogated — Did you hear their names?) Yes ; when they first came in^ 
my master was out. They told me they had no money on them; 
but would soon get their aliment. When my master came in^ I 
reported this to him. He told me^ on looking at them^ that there 
was one William MXean^ a spinner^ among them^ ntting in the 
corner. That he was not afraid to trust him. That he was a 
decent lad^ and would pay before he went out. They called for 
more liquor^ and got it. The house was very throng that night. 
Two men came to the door^ and asked if there were any cotton- 
spinners there. I said I was not sure^ but would go and ask ; 
I did so. They said they were cotton-spinners, and tha two men 
went into the room and staid about ten minutes, and went away. After 
this, they had more spirits. I do hot remember the quantity ; but they 
stopped a long time. I think MXean was in the house on the Mon- 
day afterwards. I think the pannel is the man. He was dressed in a 
dark or green coat, but cannot tell the colour of his trousers. We 
phut shop at IS, or about it. I do not recollect of warning the party 
out of the house that night. I think it would be well on to half-past 
eleven when they left. They paid for the whisky, and left all to- 
gether, When MXean came back to our shop on the Monday, I 
observed no difference on his dress. 

Crw-^emmined by Lord Advocate. — I cannot tell when Mr Ca- 
meron came into the shop ; he also served the customers that night. 
I think he went into the room where the spinners were, once, either 
with a gill or half a i^iutchkin of whisky, but he had no time to spare, 
and did not remain long in the room with them. Mr Cameron was 
there ivhen I shut up the shop at twelve. I cannot say whether he 
spoke to them when they went out, Other two persons came into the 
house after them. (Interrogated — Have you ever seen them since?) 
I do not recollect. (Question repeated.-rSame answer.) I was quite 
a stranger in the place at the time. The two men wanted to speak to 
Cameron, but he did not go to them. (Interrogated — Is Mr Cameron 
liere?) No. 

By the Court. — It was quite possible for some of the men to have 
gone out of the shop on the Saturday night without my noticing them. 
I think the prisoner was among the last that went away. (Interro- 
gated—Are you sure of it ?) No. (Interrogated — For what pur- 
pose did M'Lean come back on the Monday ?) He Just oame with 
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another man. (Interrogated — Did they speak ahont their meeting 
on the Saturday ?) No, they eaid nothing about it ? (Interrogated— 
Had you then heard of the murder of Smith ?) Oh^ yes. I heard of it 
on Sunday ? (Interrogated — Did any of the men speak of that 
murder ?) They might do it in the house^ but not in my presence. 

Gilbert M'Il wraith. — I am a tailor to trade. My brother keeps 
a spirit shop in the Bridgegate. I kept it for him during four days 
in July last^ about the time of Smith's murder^ whieh I heard of on 
Monday. I remember some eotton-spinners coming to my brother's ; 
there were eight or nine of them. The watchman was calling past 
twelve when they came in. (Interrogated— Did you know any of 
them }) Yes, I knew one of them in particular^ but none of the rest. 
I know vTilliam M'Lean^ the prisoner. I have known him for eight 
or nine years. (Interrogated— How was he dressed ?) He had on a 
dark green coat, light moleskin trousers^ and light vest ; I am quite 
sure of that dress. He had no appearance of having been running 
or heated in any way. (Interrogated — ^What sort of a hat had he 
on ?) Not a very good one ; but it was a black hat. They remained 
till about one o'clock^ and left all together. 

The counsel for the prisoners declared their proof closed to-day^ at 
half-past two o'clock^ p.m.^ and then the Lord Advocate proceeded to 
address the Jury in support of the charges against the prisoners. The 
Court at this time was completely crowded in every part — the bide 
galleries being filled with ladies^ some of whom were even introduced 
upon the Bench. The interest excited by this extraordinary investi- 
gation is now rapidly approaching its extreme point — every person pre- 
sent looking anxiously forward to the impression which the coimsel on 
both sides are to make onthe Jury in their addresses^ and espeoiaUy tothe 
summing up by the Lord Justice-Clerk. Throughout the whole proceed- 
ings^ the Court has been completely filled ; the audience consisting of 
all classes^ including Feers^ Judges of the Court of Session, estated 
and professional gentlemen^ manufacturers^ merchants^ tradesmen^ and 
men of every grade. Mr Feargus O'Connor,* with his friends Mr 
Beaumont of Newcastle, and the Rev. Mr Stephens of Ashton — ^' the 
most eloquent man in England"-— the most prudent *' friend of the peo- 
ple" ( ? )t — were within the bar on the firist day of the trial, and re- 
mained till the close of the examination of the first material witiiees, 
James Moat; but they did not again make their appearance. No one 

* We do not know much ttt the doings la Courts of Justice in the sister king- 
dom; but we doubt extremely whether it would there, or anywhere else^ be 
thought in good taste to indulge in the levity whieh this gentleman persisted im, 
while Moat, the forerunner of an unpenetrated *' CiVoiMf of Witnesses^*' was elving 
his testimony. 

-f* Ex. gr, — The reverend gentleman, addressing himself to the people of Glas- 
gow, since he heard Moat*s evidence, and, without waiting for confirmation or cdn« 
tradietiott of it, is reported, by the public journals, tb have spolcen thuss— . 
*^ We have sworn by our God, by heaven, earth, and htMi that from th« east, the 
west, the north, and the south, wjb shall wrap in one awful ^eet of devouring 
flame, which no army can resist, the manufactories of the cotton t7rant% and the 
peilac6s of those who raised them by rapine and mnrder, ahd ifbupded them upon 
th^ wreteheduess «f the mllUoiis whom 0«d«.^r God^dbotkfKd'fl IMii^i'«r«^t«d 
to be happy.** 
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wlio had the fortune to be present^ will speedily forget the impression 
produced by the evidence of this witness^ in which his extraordinary 
statements^ his strangely calm manner^ and clear and distinct style^ 
all riveted attention. It was evenings the lamps were lit, and the 
moon was reflecting her beams athwart the Galleries of the Court, 
when he began his testimony ; the effect of which, on the audience 
was, perhaps, heightened by these circumstances. 

The Load Advocate addressed the jury for the Crown. He began 
by expressing his satisfaction at the anxious attention which the jury 
had obviously evinced during the whole of this important and extra- 
ordinary trial — ^unprecedented in the history of this kingdom. In the 
discharge of his public duty, he had often heard of many offences ; but 
he could not conceive it possible that such foul, and dark, and dan- 
gerous conspiracies and crimes as those developed in this case, could 
'have been committed by Scotchmen. He knew that the case had been 
made the subject of much declamation by certain parties professing 
themselves the advocates and chatipions of the working classes, and 
that they had employed the most audacious, base, and hypocritical 
pretences to further their own most wicked ends. But they would 
soon be unmasked ; the dark and tragical crimes and events dis- 
closed in this case, by the evidence, would soon be unfolded to the 
country ; and the working classes themselves would see how they 
had been pillaged and deluded, under the pretence of the '' Rights of 
Labour." God forbid that he, as the Public Prosecutor of this country, 
should interfere with the working classes in their just and lawful 
attempts to better their condition, or to raise their wages : nothing 
would give him greater pleasure than to see every working man in 
this empire getting the most ample allowance for his toil and labour. 
But, while he conceded that point as much as the advocates for the 
prisoners themselves could do, he solemnly protested against the power 
of the working classes, or any other class whatever, to resort to acts of 
outrage, violence, wilful fire-raising, assassination, and murder, and 
all those other crimes which haid been disclosed in this case, appal- 
ling to human nature^ revolting to society, and at variance with every 
principle, civil or sacred, that bound mankind together. He was the 
best friend of the working classes that conjured them against such 
atrocities, so injurious and disgraceful to themselves. One extra- 
ordinary but melancholy feature in this case was, that the leaders in 
this dangerous Association— some of whom are yet concealed — had 
been able to wring from the working classes, by '^ assessments" to this 
secret Association, at the rate sometimes as high as 4s. and 8s. per week 
out of their hard-earned wages ; and that there was squandei'ed by 
their leaders the enoitnous sum of £12,000 sterling for various other 
objects ; while, when they effected their strike at the bidding of the 
leaders of this Association, the poor starving wretches, driven by fear 
and terror of their lives out of employment, were put on an aUowance of 
aliment at the rate of 36. per week, and sometimes at the miserable 
sum of 9d. This state of things could not be tolerated in any free 
country. He had now brought some of the members of this most 
dangerous Association to the b»r. They were answerable to a jury 
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of their countrymen for the erimes charged in the indictment^ and 
proved ; and he emphatically called upon the jury> hy virtue of their 
oaths^ to bring in a verdict of guilty against one and all of the 
prisoners. The speech of the Lord Advocate was most eloquent and 
impressive. He spoke upwards of five hours in commenting on the 
evidence. 

Mr M'Neill stated that he was to limit himself to the conspi- 
racies^ and to limit his address to the case of Hunter^ Hacket^ M'Niel^ 
and Gibb. In regard to the charge of murder, their defence is two- 
fold: — l,st) If Mr Robertson shall satisfy you that M'Lean did not 
commit the murder, then there is no case against these prisoners on 
that charge. But whether he be guilty or not, he (Mr M'Neill) was, 
2dli/, to maintain, that they are not guilty of the hiring. All the of- 
fences are said to have been committed between April and July. Yet 
by far the great part of the time of the Jury has been occupied in lis- 
tening to evidence referringto offences alleged to have been committed 
many years ago. It is grievous to think that, while the minds of the 
Jury have been filled with evidence on these subjects, no statements, 
touching or describing these offences, have been laid before those un- 
happy men, so that they might prepare themselves to meet them. ■ He 
did not say that the Prosecutor ^ould haveshaped his indictment differ- 
ently; but it is not permitted in our law, where a person is charged with 
a crime as having been perpetrated yesterday, to prove on his trial for 
it, that the same person committed the same crime also last year. 
The Jury would keep in view that the general charge of murder, 
which follows Act I2th, was withdrawn. Then, Ist, take the charge 
against M'Niel, of first writing, and, secondly, putting into the post- 
office at Glasgow, the letter to Arthur. It has been proved that the 
letter was put into a post-oj£ce in Renfrewshire, and thence was con- 
veyed to Glasgow. There is no evidence of who put it in, and there 
is nothing but the evidence of engravers on the subject of the hand- 
writing. Now, so little is the evidence of engravers relished in the 
sister kingdom, that it is not received at all. But, after all, the 
engravers did not swear to the identity of the handwriting. Then, 
Sdly, fls to the conspiracy. He did not question that all and each of 
the things set forth were done ; but he contended that there was no 
evidence that they were done by the prisoners. But the theory is, 
that, although they were not the perpetrators of the crimes, yet, that 
they conspired to do them, and paid certain $ums to have such done. 
The acts charged are all between April and July, and, with the ex- 
ception of Keddie and Donnaghey's cases, there is not the slightest 
connexion between these and the four prisoners. There being no 
documentary or parole evidence on this subject, except as to these 
cases, the prosecutor betook himself to the conspiring to hire a 
Guard Committee, and so on, from one conspiracy to another^ to 
do certain things. But, suppose we had not the previous history, 
which is not the specific charge, look what is left as charged, or as 
proved. The prosecutor's theory is not that the Association was in 
itself a conspiracy against life and property, but that, in itself, it 
might be lawful — many things done by it were so. What is the con- 
spiracy ? It 18 to appoint a Secret Committee to do these things. 
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Then look to the proof. What is the proof? Only Moat's evidence; 
and he says that this appointment took place on the 14th of June. 
He fixes the time of day^ the place^ the room or kitchen^ the number 
of persons present — videlicet^ thirty Delegates — some of whose names 
he mentions. There could he no mistake here. He fixes every- 
thing as the prosecutor had charged it. He says he was at no 
such meeting for years before; and then he tells that there were 
names to be sent up, which were to be put in a hat^ and the three 
selected from these ; but he does not say that this was done-~-all the 
length he goes is^ that it was proposed. This is far short of what was 
held out^ independent of his being alone and unsupported in his state- 
ment. Then the prosecutor brings forward the elder, (Dixon>) who 
contradicts the whole of this statement ; and he is supported by all 
the witnesses for the prisoners. But the Lord Advocate now 
says, that there might be a meeting of Supply after the meeting of 
Delegates. This won t do, as it is not the statement of the libel, nor 
of Moat. There could have been no such meeting. Cowan says 
there came an order to send Delegates, out of which a Secret Com- 
mittee was to be chosen, and that M'Graw was sent ; but he gives a 
very different account of the meeting on that night, from that of Moat. 
Cowan and Christie, who are confined with him, do not support him. 
They only heard of such a thing. Moat fixes on Gibb as having been 
in the chair, doubtless as being the most likely person, as he seems 
to have presided on all public occasions; but, unfortunately, Gibb 
waa not there at all. There was a Committee of twelve known to all, 
and no concealment ; but Moat says the Committee was to be of three, 
and three only. 

The Lord Justice-Clerk referred Mr M'Neill to the words of 
Moat's evidence ; and Mr M'Neill resumed : — 

Well, the Supply Committee of April could not be the Secret 
Committee elected in June ; and, if we have not a proof of 
the Secret Committee being appointed, we have nothing ; for 
we have no proof that the whole Association conspired. Moat 
comes forward as if he were confessing his sins ; but he never made 
any communication to the public authorities, which seems to be the 
prosecutor s mode of testing evidence. At least. Moat made no such 
communication till he read the offer of reward of £600 ; and, sdthough 
we could not get names, yet it is pretty clear who the four men were 
whom the Sheriff said he met in secrecy and confidence. Now, as to 
the certificate given by the prisoners to M'Lean^it may be said *^ That 
is not a shop certificate," and I see that M'Lean appears by the books 
to be 9s. 2d. in debt* '^ I would naturally conclude/' says Moat, 
^^ that M'Lean had done something to deserve the line." Well, the 
only objection is the debt of 9s. 2d. ; but the proof is merely that, in 
1836, he was then indebted in that sum. Again, is it reasonable to 
say, that this large Association would withhold this certificate from a 
person of whose aliment they were to be rid ? One other such certifi- 
cate is spoken of — the theory being, that a man in America, wanting 
a good character;^ sends for a certificate of crime ; he carries it in 
bis po<cketj describing himself in it by a false name. What's the pvtx- 
posQof alli^is^ Isitra^nal? Then, what was to be don« witii 
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M'Lean's certificate^ while he was walking about with it through the 
public-houses of Glasgow^ signed as it is by all the publicly known 
office*-bearers of the Cotton-Spinners* Association ? Mr M'Neill did 
not think it was creditable to send Guards to dissuade men from 
workings but he denied that it was criminal. But it is said that in- 
timidation was used. Well^ let the men be tried and punished under 
Hume's Act; but we have no such punishments; and we have only 
one conviction ; and we have no evidence that Keddie and the others 
were sent by the Association. Keddie's affair occurred in a crowded 
street^ at a distance from a mill ; and it is not said that he was a 
guard. He was the nearest person to a policeman^ and therefore he 
apprehended him. Is it proved to have been any part of the system 
to write threatening letters ? No such thing ; and accordingly^ in 
anticipation of this defect^ the prosecutor entered a separate charge 
against M'Niel as a private individual, which he (Mr M'Neill) had al- 
ready disposed of satisfactorily. Where was the trace to the Association 
of the throwing of combustibles.'^ He would speak to Campbell the cabi- 
net-maker's evidence. Tlte whole amounts to this — that because crimes 
have been committed^ they have been done by a conspiracy ; and^ al- 
though the conspiracy is not proved^ and the persons framing it un- 
traced^ yet that^ because these men were office-bearers of this Asso- 
ciation^ they shall be the conspirators. This won't do. Murdoch begins 
in 1 818 ; and in 1820 he tells of the shootingon the Green at M'Quarry, 
This is one of the most important parts of the case ; but it wanted evi. 
dence> and the prosecutor excuses himself^ that he brought the best that 
he could get. But why did he not ask the Procurator- Fiscal^ while in 
the boX; whether^ in his official capacity at the time^ he had ever heard 
of such an occurrence ? And why had we not Lochrie produced as a 
witness ? Murdoch alone tells this story. That^ and still more the 
romantie tale about the old woman's murder by mistake^ are pure in. 
ventions of Murdoch, Then MulhoUand was acquitted, and M'Donal<il 
was never tried ; so that there is nothing in the circumstance of ali-^ 
ment being given. But is not every man presumed to be innocent 
till found to be guilty ? And is there anything strange in this 
payment? This was a liberal association, and there would be no- 
thing strange in their paying aliment to the wives of guilty men 
after conviction. Again, Murdoch says that, when Walker was charged, 
there was a proposition at a meeting to get up false testimony to 
prove him innocent. But all these things occurred between 1818 
and 1830, as to which period no charges are directed against the 
prisoners. Then, we have no such entry as ''' collieries" in the 
schedules exhibited. Where is the evidence of illegal oaths ? We 
have established satisfactorily that there is nothing alarming in 
'^ Emigration ;" it was a temporary scheme of the Association ; and 
where is the evidence that the £5 to be paid for unshopping inferred 
violence ? There is no evidence entitling it to bear such interpretation. 
On the contrary, see what follows that passage : — *' As this body has 
always respected the laws of their country, wishing rather to protect 
their Union by morsl force and public opinion" — '' let it be distinctly 
utidevsttfod «ld duly iaeulcaled, that, if No« ^Qj ox idl^ men, commit 
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tkemselves Ia point of any, vieUtion of the laws of the country^ they 
must themselves he responsihle." .These passages are from the secret 
or private doouments of the Association. The other writing, (No. VI.) 
is what is called a minute-book^ but it is a mere nothing, and the word 
persecuting is the mistake of the uneducated writei? ; or it is not an 
unusual change of term among that class of people^ as applied to the 
functions of lawyers. Mr M'Neill gave examples of bad spelling in 
the minutes. He (Mr M'N.) returned to M^Nlel's handwritings with 
reference to the Jetter to Hacket. If M'Niel had written it^ he did 
so in sincerity, and there would be no occasion for disguising his 
hand ; but Mr Gavin makes it the disguised hand, and the letter 
to Arthur the genuine one, and he docs so by comparing both with 
M'Niel's writing in the books^ He (Mr M'Neill) did not regret that 
the matter of Keddie's conviction had been brought forward, as the 
ground of the conspiracy aow must be, that the Association used its 
influence to prevent acts of violence. It was frequently put to witnesses, 
*' Did the Association publish their aversion to acts of violence ?" Why, 
here they did so ? " Oh, but," it is said, " you got people out on bail — 
lent money for this-^sesrched for the men — one escaped ; but you 
brought the others forward. They were not tried, and you are guilty 
on this account !" It is not said that we put the witnesses out of the 
way ; and, if it had, why forfeit a sum for Mulholland ? Lastly, as to 
the murder, aa against the /our. It proceeds upon the allegation, 
that, being parties to the appointment of a *' Secret Select Committee, 
and members of the said unlawful Association, and parties to the said 
illegal conspiracy, and to the appointment of the said Secret Select 
Committee, they did hire, engage, instigate, or direct,'or procure the said 
William M'Lean to assassinate^ and murder, by shooting with a loaded 
pistol, or other fire-arm, a cotton-spinner, and that he undertook this, and 
performed it." The Secret Committee is said to have been elected in June 
last — where is the evidence of that? And where is the evidence of hiring? 
It won't do to say that because they are members or office-bearers, 
they did so ; for that would involve the whole Association. The 
evidence must shew that they were the individuals who hired MXean, 
and M'Lean alone ; and if M'Lean did not commit the deed, there is 
an end of the case. Was M'Lean even in the company of one of 
them ? They never met, unless when the certificate was granted. Nay, 
did they even meet then ? And look to the evidence of the shipping 
agent and his clerk — and they may be mistaken. According to them, 
Gibb went first; was this to negociate for M'Lean? If so, why 
does M'Lean go separately ? And why was the passage not taken ? 
Christie, says something about the Association agreeing to )>ay his 
claim against M'Lean ; but he stands alone in this. He says, again, 
not only was the passage actually taken, but M'Lean was appointed 
assistant-steward. He (Mr M'Neill) did not believe that there was 
any conspiracy in this Association to take life ; and there is nothing 
wonderful in persons whoare starving becoming individually guilty. He 
(Mr M'Neill) would ask — Is the case as against these four men free 
from doubt ? Were the Jury so keen for blood that, upon bare suspicion, 
they would convict these men ? The Jury were not beund to solve 
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difficulties^ or to brin^ wbftt is hidden in darkness and mystery im« 
penetrable^ to Hght ; and he concluded his address^ whidi occupied 
three hours, by a most powerful and eloquent appeal to the feelings of 
the Jury. 

Mr Patrick Robehtson. — Gentlemen of the Jury, you have been 
secluded for the last eight days from all communication with society, 
and have been engaged in an investigation altogether unparalleled in 
the annals of judicial inquiries. The object of that seclusion has been 
that, under the obligations of a solemn oath, you might do fuU justice 
to the law and to the prisoners. That seclusion has not arisen from 
any doubt of your personal candour, or that you will; be weighed in 
any way in your verdict, by feelings unbecoming this painful inquiry, 
and unsupported by evidence. Be the result what it may, 1 feel assured 
that you will not allow the state of public feeling, or the disclosures of the 
state of Glasgow, which I heard from the lips of the Sheriff with the most 
painful anticipations, to disturb your mind. Into this temple of justice 
nothing should be permitted to enter except what comes though the 
mouths of witnesses, or from written evidence, or from the advo. 
cates on either side, or from the judges. To everything else you are 
to turn a deaf ear, fearless of consequences, and regardless of the 
past, weighing nothing but what evidence has disclosed. The list of 
offences that has been brought before you is a truly fearful one. You 
have had the assaults on Broomward Mill — the murder of Widow 
M'Pherson — the assault on Margaret Banks — the shooting of M'Quarry 
and Graham — ^the assaults at Onkbnnk and Mile-end — the attempt to 
burn Hussey's Mill, and Wood's house— and, last of all, the infamous, 
the base, the damnable murder of the poor mitn Smith. But, beyond 
that catalogue, there is another still more dreadful, which, I trust, 
will never be added to the list — ^that a man not proved guilty by evi- 
dence clear and unshakeable, should perish on a common gibbet. Of 
all slaughters, that of an innocent man perishing by a judicial sen- 
tence is the most fearful. The learned gentleman then proceeded to 
state that he would divide his remarks into two parts : — 1st, The evi. 
dence that M'Lean was connected with the conspiracy ; and, 3d, To 
the evidence that he committed the murder. He then proceeded to 
go over the evidence on these two points, commenting upon it as he 
went along. He particularly dwelt upon the evidence of Christie, 
which he characterized, as a tissue of absurdities, and endeavoured 
to turn into ridicule. He also adverted to a blunder in the pro- 
clamation which was issued, promising a reward to any person 
who should give information with regard to the murder of l^mith, 
which contained a statement that the man had died in consequence 
of the shot fired at him, and which was dated the Sith of July, 
though, in point of fact, the medical certificate showed that he had 
died at five o'clock on the 25th. The learned Counsel, in coneluding 
an elaborate and eloquent speech, said—If I have been at all success- 
ful in going through the circumstances of this case^ I put it again to 
you, gentlemen of the Jury, to say whether l^is charge of murder be 
true ^ There are two things whidi a court of justice never should 
notiee but to be reprobatedr One of these is fear ; the other is ens* 
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picion. The fear that crime shall go unpunished, is no reason i&r 
convictiog without evidence. We had an appalling picture drawn hy 
my friend^ the SheriiF^ of the state of Glasgow ; and> at the outset^ I 
called your attention to a number of atrocious acts mentioned and 
gathered together in this inquiry. I think my learned friend stated 
that there was reason to believe these were now terminated. For the 
purposes of this inquiry^ I care not whether they are terminated 
or no. As a free citizen of this state^ I trust in God that they are 
at an end. But any fear of the consequences should not affect 
you in the verdict which you shall return. No ! Though the fabric 
of the Constitution itself should be undermined — ^though temple and 
tower went to the ground — let the pillar of justice still stand unshaken; 
and, amidst tlie darkness^ and the desolation^ and the dismay of revolu- 
tion itselfj let the Hower of truth blossom in the wilderness. And as to 
suspicion^ it has been said^ by one of the noblest of created beings, 
that *' suspicion sleeps at wisdom's gates." You have entered the 
gates of the temple of justice, and under these gates also does suspi- 
cion lie dormant. You must not only think no ill where no ill is ; but 
you are bound to think no ill here where no ill is proved. And, last of 
all, let me implore you, now that my lips are about to be closed, and 
the last word that can, in this place, be uttered for the prisoner ac- 
cused of the murder, whose case has been specially intrusted to me, 
and for the other prisoners at the bar — ^let me beseech you boldly and 
manfully, like Britons and like Scotchmen, to throw fear and suspi- 
cion away, and return that verdict for which you shall answer to God, 
and which is in accordance with the evidence. If you do otherwise, 
a more fearful and tremendous slaughter than even that of Smith 
will be committed by that judicial execution. The learned Counsel 
concluded his address at ten minutes before two o'clock. 

The Lord Justice-Clerk proceeded to sum up and comment 
upon the whole evidence, which he read over from his notes. With 
regard to the murder, his Lordship said, most emphatically, that, 
if Christie is not to be believed — ^if he be a perjured witness — if the 
statements he has made be false — it is my opinion, and it is the 
opinion of us all upon the Bench, that the charge of murder preferred 
against these five prisoners has not been established. This is a 
cardinal point with us in our view of this case. But, on the other 
hand, the mode in which this alibi has been gone about, and the con- 
duct of M'Lean's father, and M'Lean's associates, and the nature of 
the evidence led upon that subject, are very weighty Matters indeed, 
in the consideration of this case ; and though, in the stern exercise ef 
their Lordships' duty on the Bench, they all felt themselves cadled on, 
in the strict interpretation of the law, to have rejected the witnesses 
brought to prove the alibi, who had signed the certificate ; yet his 
Lordship did not regret that that evidence had been left for the con- 
sideration of the Jury. The reason assigned for granting that certi- 
ficate, was to satisfy some of M'Lean's friends ; but there k no proof 
led of any such satisfdction hwving been required, or of it» harlng 
been applied to any sutii purpose. Afterwards, in conihenting on 
\,he OYideoc^ of the several witnesMs for the Oroim, hia hot4Mg 
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seemed to be impressed with a belief of the truth of Christie's 
evidence, while it appeared that there were the clearest manifesta- 
tions of deliberate perjury on the part of some of the witnesses 
for the prisoners. The address^ on this side of the case^occupied eight 
hours ; and his Lordship, at eleven o'clock, p.m., stated that it was his 
duty to go over, comparing and contrasting, in the same manner, the 
whole evidence led for the prisoners ; but he feared that, from ex- 
haustion, he would not be able to do so, with perfect justice to the 
prisoners, without an adjournment. The Jury cheerfully accorded 
their submission and assent to the proposition ; and Lord Moncrieff 
stated that it was absolutely necessary for his Lordship to have some 
repose. 

Thursday, January 11. 

The Court met at half past ten o'clock, a.m., and the Lord Justice-. 
Clerk now directed the attention of the Jury to the evidence led for 
the defence. His Lordship pointed out, in the clearest and strongest 
light, the discrepancies in the testimony of many of the witnesses, 
particularly those in the evidence of Smeal, SideserjflF, Montgomerie, 
White, and Lockhart. His Lordship finished his review of the evi- 
dence at a quarter to three, p.m., and was then, from exhaustion, com- 
pelled to pause for some time before finishing his address to the Jury, 
which he terminated at four p.m. 

The Jury returned their verdict in these words : — Verdict — " The 
Jury, by a majority, find the charges Nos. I., 17., III., and X., in the 
libel, against all the^panels. Proven, as libelled, and unanimously find 
the rest of the libel Not Proven." 

The Counsel for the prisoners stated an objection to passing sen- 
tence upon the tenth charge, in respect that the prisoners are not 
charged with it as a specific act, but as a branch of, and com- 
mitted under, and in furtherance of the objects of a Secret Select 
Committee, said to have been appointed on the 14th June. The 
charge relative to the Committee, then said to have been appointed, is 
the fifth charge, which has been found not proven ; therefore, the 
tenth charge, which is only a member of the fifth, must follow its fate, 
as being inseparable from and a portion of it ; — the tenth being merely 
one of, the particulars of the general charge — i, c, the fifth. 

The Solicitor-General contended that the utmost benefit that 
could be demanded is, that the tenth charge should be unaccompanied 
with anything connected with the Secret Select Committee. 

The Court were at first for repelling the objection, but ultimately 
sustained it ; and, on the motion of Lord Mackenzie — concurred in by 
Lord Moncrieff and the Lord Justice-Clerk — sentance was pronounced 
against all the prisoners^ of transportation beyond seas for seven years. 

It is understood that some of tbe gentlemen of the Press applied ibr permission 
to publish the evidence immediately after the proof was concluded, in consequence 
of the intense anxiety of the pnblic ; but, as that was no reason for departing from 
the mle of law, the request was refused. 

Additiokal Appbnbigeb will be pablished, eontaining^ among other matter, 
the impreisiTe SsE^CHsa of the Bsircn after tht T»di6t was returned* 
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APPENDIX. 



^ It is wonderful how much a small sum, eomporativ^ely, will do in supporting 
the Scottish labourer or meohaoio, who is, if left undisturbed in kia natural 
STATB, perhaps one of the best, and most kind-hearted of human beings/^ — Sir 
W. Seotty in Am Life inf Lockkart, 



STATEMENT, 

SHEWING TH& LOSS OCCASIONED BV THE GLASGOW COTTON-SPINNERs' STRIKE^ 
FROM 8th APRIL TILL IST AUGUST 1837 ; BEING A PERIOD OF SEVEN- 
TEEN WEEKS AND FIVE DAYS. 

700 Spinners struck work; their average wages were 32s. per week, 
they had sometimes been higher ; this makes . ^19^040 6 

2100 Piecers^ and 2100 Card and Picking-room Han^s^ 
employed at the factories under the Spinners^ were^ 
in consequence of that strike^ thrown out of employ- 
ment ; their average wage was 8s. per week^ • 28^560 



Loss to the Operatives themselves by wages^ • £4^7,600 



Besides this, there is the Masters' loss of their profits on yarn. 

Loss of Interest of their money vested in Buildings^ Stock of Cotton^ 
Machinery^ &c. 

Loss of Purchasers who supply themselves elsewhere. 

Loss to the Cotton Merchants^ or Importers^ and their Servants. 

Loss to the Coal Masters^ who supply the Fuel^ and their Servants. 

Loss to the Tallow and Oil Merchants^ &c., &c.> &c. 

The Merchants who are disappointed go to other markets^ and there 
is no certainty of their ever returning — and thus a loss accrues to 
the country at large. 

Besides these^ the Provision Dealers, Grocers, Farmers, &c., who sup- 
ply the Operatives, become serious losers. 

The Operatives themselves and their Families are subjected to great 
privations, from want of employment, and are apt to acquire idle 
and dissolute habits and bad companions ; and 
he Piecers, &c., many of whom are young females, who receive by the 
strike no subsistence from the Spinners, are thrown destitute, 
and driven to the most miserable shifts, if not to absolute beggary 
<or crime* 
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